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BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY IST, x868.

DRUGS AND DISEASE.
IN the admirable address delivered at the first meeting of the New
Clinical Society of London by its President, Sir Thomas Watson, he
draws attention to the utterly unsatisfactory condition of that depart-
ment of medical science, which is the ultimate and supreme end of all
medical research, therapeutics. He pointed out as a prime cause our

ignorance of the action of drugs and other therapeutic agents upon the
bodily organs and functions. Our knowledge of anatomy, pathology,
and the diagnosis of disease, have advanced with marvellous strides, and
have attained to a considerable degree of certainty and perfection; on

the other hand, the state of therapeutical knowledge is " a standing re-

proach" and discreditable to medicine as a science. We are " conti-
nually fluctuating in a sea of doubt in questions of the gravest import-
ance;" our practice is "hap-hazard and inconsistent." We know that,
whatever cures may have been wrought in some cases by our prede-
cessors a hundred years ago, the bills of mortality were terribly increased
by their fatal activity in others. The experiments of Dr. Hughes Ben-
nett on pneumonia, and Dr. Gull in rheumatic fever, shew that we are

not free from this reproach in our own time. We may read every week
accounts of successful treatment of the same disease on the most
opposite principles, and by the use of remedies which are deemed
antagonistic in action, so that men are tempted to ask, Is there
any virtue in medicine? The truth is, that scientific inquiry has
been almost exclusively directed to physiology and pathology, and the
brilliant results obtained in these great fields have attracted crowds of
eager writers, while the systematic and accurate investigation of the
action of remedies has been neglected, if not despised. We have been
content to go on much in the old way, resting principally upon tradition,
and getting what additional light we might from the superficial observa-
tion of the general results of treatment in a few isolated cases. We
cannot hope ever to elevate therapeutics to the dignity of a science after
this shallow and desultory fashion, nor can we fairly expect even to
attain to a rational empiricism with any reasonable speed. It is only
by conducting experiments on a large scale, as, for instance, by adopt-
ing a certain plan of treatment for a particular disease at different
hospitals, simultaneously, that we can confidently expect satisfactory
results.
The Clinical Society will be able to do much, as Sir Thomas Watson

says, by accumulating observations of the action of drugs on the diseased
and on the healthy body; and the discussion of the evidence by keen
and instructed minds must bring light. Yet there are questions awaiting
decision which urgently call for more thoroughly organised and funda-
mental action than can be obtained by this means. Take, for example,
the question of the efficacy of alkalisation in acute rheamatism. On the
one hand, it is affirmed that it confers immunity, almost, if not abso-
lutely complete, from the terrible complication of carditis; while, on the
other, it is confidently declared that the absence of any treatment by drugs
gives the best results. If the former statement be correct, a discovery of
immense importance to mankind has been made; if the latter be true, we
have beeri and still are daily doing grievous harm by active treatment.
In a disease so common as acute rheumatism, the truth might surely be
accurately ascertained by systematic and unprejudiced investigation, and
the positiye safety confirmed by a certain remedy may be secured an uni-

versal acceptance, or the evil effects of mischievous interference gene.
rally prevented without much further delay.

In these days, indeed, it must be confessed that we are greater at pre-
vention than at cure. We have reason to be proud of the progress of sani-
tary medicine. Dr. Buchanan states, in Mr. Simon's report to the Privy
Council, that not only have zymotic diseases wonderfully decreased in
those towns where drainage and sewerage have been improved, but that
phthisis has also declined in a marked degree. The history of the last
cholera outbreak may fairly be quoted as an instance of successful re-
sistance to the spread of an epidemic which formerly seemed to be un-
controllable, while the presnt outbreak of fever in Essex is a significant
example of the fatal results of the old-fashioned neglect of sanitary
precautions.

Although, however, we cannot indulge in the sanguine hopes which
the old physicians entertained of curing disease positively and directly
by actual antidotes, we are justified in expecting to obtain considerable
power over it by controlling and directing the natural forces of the
body. In many cases, it is true, and it has been well observed, we can but
look on, as it were, and see fair play in the terrible conflict between life
and death. When diseases were believed to be the manifestations of
actual entities working evil vithin the body, it was reasonlable enough
to suppose that they might be driven out-the possessing demons ex-
pelled, as we expel a worm or remove a calculus. Now we stop ague
and kill parasites; and there, for the present, at any rate, our absolute
power may almost be said to end. With the increase of our knowledge of
the materials with which, and the mode in which, the healthy tissues of
the body are built up, and of the series of changes which take place in
these under morbid conditions, our prospect of being able to control
these changes will improve also. The more we learn of pathology, too,
the more we find that diseases which we have been accustomed to look
upon as distinct, are sequele of others, and dependent on some antecedent
changes. The diseased condition, once advanced to organic stability,
will remain irremediable; but, if we can discover the early stage of its
process of first establishment, it is within the bounds of probability that
we may be able to remove it, or at least arrest its further progress. In
order to ascertain our power in this respect, it is necessary that we
should first know the precise effect of the means available for the pur.
pose. There is as yet hardly any groundwork on which to form a
positive science of therapeutics. The action of medicines must first be
traced through a series of complex laws of organic chemistry and nervous
action, of which we barely know the rudiments. We must, therefore,
be content to make shift with empiricism for a season, until we have
gathered more sufficient data on which to proceed. That our empirical
treatment should be so uncertain and contradictory, is nevertheless a
shame and reproach to us. We prescribe medicines every day, of the
action of which we know literally nothing, the belief in their virtue be-
ing held in vague tradition, or founded on the wildest theory. What,
we may ask, has been reasonably proved to be the action of the so-called
"refrigerants", or "antispasmodics", or "expectorants", or "altera-
tives", or of a hundred individual drugs which might be enumerated?
What has been ascertained concerning the difference in effect of the dif-
ferent salts of the same metal or alkaloid? There are-drugs, certain pro-
perties of which are clearly proved and placed beyond doubt, such as
mercury and antimony; and yet we are distracted by doubts whether
the powerful influence they exercise on the body be for good or evil in
the diseases for which they are given. It is surely within the scope of
our present abilityand knowledge to obtain some certainty on these im-
portant points; and it is gratifying to find that the work has been com-
menced. The British Medical Association has worthily led the way by
granting a sum of money to Dr. Hughes Bennett towards enabling him to
prosecute researches upon the value of mercury; and he is at present en-
gaged in this important investigation. The Royal Medical and Chirur-
gical Society appointed a Committee to examine the effect of remedies
administered by subcutaneous injection, and their report has given re-
liable information of the highest value. Dr. Acland urged upon the
Medical Council the necessity of applying to therapeutics the same
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method of investigation used in other scientific inquiries, and
suggested that flnds should be granted by that body for this purpose.
The proposition received strong support; and, although eventually re-
jected by a majority of the Council, the discussion which took place
showed that the urgent need for such an inquiry was filly appreciated
by manyof the leading minds in the profession, and is rpidly becoming
generally acknowledged.
When we have ascertained the natural history of disease uninfluenced

by any treatment, and have determined the general effect and value of
particular remedies under certain circumstances, the true office of the
physician will come into play, in deciding what is best to be done in
individual cases; a problem sufficiently complicated by idiosyncrasies,
peculiarities of epidemic constitution, locality, the combination of mala-
dies, and the like. We heartily hope, therefore, that the Clinical
Society will worthily carry out the programme laid down by its Presi-
dent, that other societies and individuals will help in the work, and that
before long a complete scientific inquiry into the action of medicines
will be carried out. by able and unprejudiced observers. It is time that
we should awake to the greatness of te task which lies before us, and
that we should be known hereafter as a generation not wholly divided
into sceptics and empirics, but anxious to make bricks, and to prepare a

foundation, if unable to aspire to shape the design or-erect the pillars of
the perfect temple of regenerate medicine.

THE METROPOLITAN POOR ACT.
WE have already proofs enough before us of action being taken under
the Metropolitan Poor Act; and it must be admitted that the great
changes in Metropolitan Poor-law administration are, many of them, of
a kind which require time for their full development. Large establish-
ments are not to be built, nor great schemes brought into play in a day.
We may, however, refer to a few facts to show that Metropolitan Poor-
law administrators have not been idle during the past year; and that
the progress shadowed forth in Mr. Hardy's Bill is now becoming an
actual fact.
The Metropolitan District Board formed under that Act have already

obtained sites for two imbecile asylums, each of which is to contain ac-
commodation for S500 inmates; and we may nclude (as architects
have already been seleted to compete for the-designs) that before the
summer is over these grand buildings will be rising out of their founda-
tions. Thte stes are in the neighbourhood of WVatford and of Cater-
ham. Large plots of land have been purchased on each site, in order
that the sewage of the asylums may be disposed of by irrigation, etc.,
on the land itself.
More difficulty has naturally been found in obtaining sites for the

Fever and Small-pox Hospitals. For them it is necessary that land
should be obtained in the vicinity of London. Fever and small-pox
patients caunot betransported like the imbecile, far awayinto the country.
The energetic committees of the Metropolitan Board, with Dr. Sibson
and Mr. Holmes as their respective chairmen, to whom the obtaining of
proper sites for the Small-pox and Fever Hospitals is intrmsted, will
doubtless ere lotg accomplish their duty; indeed, one site on which, we
understand, both a small-pox and a fever hospital will be erected, has
already been obtained for the northern district of London. As our
readers are already aware, sites are also to be provided for similarhos-
pitals in the east end of London and south of the Thames.
Thus, under Mr. Hardy's Bill-ere it is yet twelvemonths old-pro-

vision of the most perfect kind is being actually made for the fever and
small-pox cases occurring amongst the poorer classes of the metropolis;
and for 3ooo of its imbeciles. In addition to these, the groundwork has
been-aidg for the effectual separation of the sick poor from the ordinary
inmates of workhouses. We fear it would frighten the timid ratepayer
were we to offer an estimate of wlhat we believe to be the outlay which
must be made by the metropolis in order that guardians may set their
houses in order. And the work is all in hand, either in esm or in

tss. In several cases it is already begun. Nor has that part of
the Bill which provides dispensaries for the sick poor been forgotten.

Some dispensaries are already in existence; and arrangements are, we
understand, being made for their establishment in all those districts
where they are required.
That these great alterations must eventually result to the benefit of

medical officers of workhouses we cannot doubt. We believe that it
has already done so in several instances; where, for example, guardians
now provide the drugs without diminishing the salaries of the officers who
had agreed -to provide them. We may safely anticipate that the medical
men selected to manage the imbecile asylums and fever and small-pox
hospitals will be men of standing in the profession, and that their sala
ries will be equivalent to their standing. This, again, will tend to elevate
generally the status of Poor-law medical officers. WVe might also, in
this catalogue of facts, set down the changes which have taken place in
the management of edsting metropolitan workhouses; the earnest at.
tempt made by some of the boards to meet the existing pressure of
poverty by hiring and fitting up temporarily large buildings for the ac.
commodation of their poor; and their liberal treatment of the sick.
The past year has undoubtedly been in great part a year of delibera.

tion, how best to carry into action the provisions of Mr. Hardy's
Bill. Those on whom devolved the duty of resolving all the many dif-
ficulties of the various cases may be well excused if they hastened gently
to their conclusion. This is a matter in which there is no stepping
back. But action must now soon follow counsel on a still larger scale;
and we may venture to guess that before another year is past there will
scarcely be an union or parish in the metropolis which will not have re-
course to the good offices of the medical inspector, the architect, and the
bricklayer.

THE INCREASE OF LUNACY AND DISPOSAL OF THE
INSANE.

THE last report of the Lunacy Commissioners reports the continued in-
crease of recorded lunacy in England, and the consequent extension of
the public aslum system during the year. The number of pauper lu-
natics and idiots has inreased during the ten years 1857-67 from
28,934 to 42, 770. To meet this increase, great effbrts have been made
by the severl county asylums. In the year x844, when the report of
the Metropolitan Commissioners in Lunacy was published, the county
and borough asylums, including the Northampton Hospital, which then,
as now, received paupers, were I6 in number, and contained a total of
4336 pauper patients. The asylums are now 49 in number, and con-
tain 24,748 pauper patients. Notwithstanding this large increase of
provision for pauper lunatics, the pressure for further accommodation in
many districts is most urgent.
In Scotland, the system of placing single patients in private dwell--

ings is carried out to soine extent; and the application of this system
is warmly advocated as a means of relieving the asylums in England
and Wales of harnless chronic patients; but it appears that there are
here already upwards of 66oo of pauper insane so placed, and the Com-
missioners state that they have strong reasons for doubting whether the
system could advantageously be extended so as to afford any material
relief to the county asylums, or whether it works so satisfactorily in-
this country as to render its more general adoption at all desirable.

Dr. Mitchell, however, reports very cheerfully of the results of the
Scotch system; and the editor of the Psychological Review points out
one remarkable fact which certainly comes out from these Scotch re.
ports; namely, the low rate of mortality found under this system-
probably the lowest rate of mortality on record among the insane poor.
The mortality among pauper lunatics in private dwellings in 1865 was
as follows.
Average number of patients

in I865. Deaths. Mortality percent.
Male. Female. Total. Male. Fem. Tot. Male. Fem. Tot.
696.o...892.5...15885..-... 30... 55... 85-.- 4.3..4 6.1-I...5.3

This method has also the recommendation of cheapness; for Dr.
Mitchell notes that the average cost of maintenance of these patients has
risen from Sd. to 6id. a day.
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THERE was a large attendance at University College Hospital on Wtd.
nesday last, when Sir Henry Thompson performed the opWrauion of
lithotrity on four patients. We shall publish an account of these cases
in an early number. At the same time, Dr. Wiltsire used a new form
of douche which he has devised, with continuous turrent, for wnsng
a stump after amputation of the thigh. It has a most ingenious valve
atrangement made of vulcanite. No metal is used in the manufactur
of the instrument, which cambe used for any solution, acid or othse.

MR. TATUM having resigned the office of Surgeon to St. George's
Hospital, after a connection with it of more than forty years, his friends
and pupils are desirous of testifying to him their appreciation of his
uniform kindness and the great bcncfits they have derived from his in.
strumtion. They therefore propose to offer for his acceptace some sub.
htantial token of their esteem, and old pupills of St. Georges are in.
vited to assist in this undertaking. Subscriptions will be received by
D. L Duval, Esq., St. George's Hospital; or by Thos. Jones, St
G;eorge's Hospital, and Thomas P. Pick, Esq., g, 3lotton Row, Mayfair,
Honorary Secretaries.

WMtTI DRAINS, SI".1
PROFESSOR TIEDEMANN assumed tlhat, inasmuch as a certain size and
mass of brain was essential for the exercise of the faculties of the mind,
all human races are furnished therewith in an equal degree. Dr. Bar.
nard Davis, in in elaboratc paper read last week before the Royal So.
ciety, analysed the existing evidence, and added extensive additional
observations which lead to a different result. The averge brain-weight
for the English is stated to be47.50 ounces; of the French, 44-58 ounces;of the German, 42.83 ounces (but there are discrepan6ies in the re.
sults of different observers). The Italians, Lapps, Swedes, Frisians,
and Dutel, come into the samne category with the English Among the
Asiatic races, the Vedahs of Ceylon and the Hindoos give a mean of
over 42.11 ounces. The skulls of Mussulmans afford a slightly increased
average of bmrain-weight over thosc of I-Iindoos. Two skulls of male
Khonds, one of the unquestioned aboriginal races of India, show a
brain-weight of only 37.87 ounces. The general average of the Asiatic
table shiows a diminution of more than two ounces when compared with
the Europeans. The general mean of African races is less than that of
Europeani races, according to Dr. Davis, although there aregreat differ.
ences, the Kaffir rising -higl and the Bushman sinking low in the scale.
The average of the whole of the aboriginal American races reaches
44.73 otuces, which is2.14 ounces less than that of the European races.
The Australian rac'es slhow a brain-weight one-ninth less tlanthat of the
general alvcrage of Europeans. The Malays and other of the "Oceaicraces" who migrated boldly for commercial purposes over the North andSouth Pacific Oceans and occupy the islands, show a tolerablyhigh ave-
rage of brain-weiglht, anid on arriving at this section we seem to be re-
turnilig in some meas-re to the large brain-weight of Europeans

A NEW HOSPITAL.
WE are glad to lhcar that there is now a prospect for the inlhabitants of

Bootle, near Liverpool, of slhortly possessing an hospital, a very desirable
institution in a district containing a population of 20,00 persons.. TheEarl of Derby has offered thle necessary land, Major Homblower has
volunteered to supply plans, and several gentlemen have contributedhandsome donations.

IN SANE N EGROES.
FoR a person sufferilng fromiwhat the Superintcndent of the LongviewAsylumnof Ohio, United States, describes as " two of the greatest mis-fortulesthat humanity is liable to, insanity and a coloured skin", theonly refuge till lately in that state was the common gaol, and theirclassificationlwas with malefactors. A recent law enforces suitable pro-vision for the insane negroes as for their white brethren in affliction; butpublic sentiment las enforced the provision of a separate building; itcannot endure the mixture of the two races, even in a lunatic asylum.

a 7

NOT WOR.SE Tuw Out XcIou .. r-
Tit Report of the English workmen who wre sent to the Psts P.
bition by the Soietyof Arts w red on Wednesday hy teP e
of Council before a crowded meeting. Cetin of these wokuam.,.
ported that the practice of sending very young chidr tofacties.wacarried on to a much larger extent in France than in Engla4d, Thelaw appears to be systematically evaded in my itan andan*.
bers of mere "babies", as one reporter terms them, are to be se-in the
French silk-factories. The French workman's home the s&rv(' *t.
porters described as far less cleanly and comfortable than the Engis .

man's. The advantage of the English "day of rest" in promatiig the
health and happiness of the working man was acknowledged by a :the
travellers.

Tilt FEVER IN ESSEX,
A wELL informed corspondent writes to us co the SW at
Terling:

" Up to the present time there have been about 240 cases, with sodeaths; while there are many cases waning but Lttle to tumn thequiver.ing balancebetween life and death. Lord ayleighhswillily offered
to provide a convalescent home for children, and it is aireadyli pro.
gress; and when in work it will help to diminish very materNally the ex.
isting overcrowrding, until more effectal means are brought about. Realworking nurses are sadly wanted here. The first case of the real out.break occurred, not at Terling Place, but at what is called 'The Dairy
Farm,' in the immediate vicinity. This case was quickly followed byscattered ones throughout the parisb, whi* at the time of the last
census, had a proportion of 902. Nor was it possible, so far as Ia6uld
ascertain, to trace the first scattered-cases to the source of infection
whence others have tried to trace them, viz., the Dairy Farm. The first
fatal case was that of awoman, who, from accounts gleaned from her kus.
band, had had no communication with the 'tainted spot -' but her ill.
ness (and the case was one of the earliest) commenced after.a longadexhausting walk upon a soaking wet day. And this state of fhningsmay, I think, be readily explained by the frost, thaw, and stibsequentpercolation of water from the surface through ground chatged-in many
places with the excreta of typhoid fever patients; true, these exereta
had been more or less treated with chloride of lime, but pnrvies open to
the air above, and bounded below by no barrier save a gravelly soil,
are treacherous receptacles for such matter."

PECULIAR PEOPLE.
A GOCD deal of interest lhas been excited this week by the committal -or
manslauglhter of some of a sect who, with unconscious humour, describe
themselves as " Peculiar People", and who eschew medical aid alto-
gether-even the setting of a limb-from special interpretadon of cer.
tainscriptural texts. A child having died of pneumonia under thi-s sys-
tematic neglect, they were put upon their trial. Mr. Justice Willes,
however, called attention to the uncertainty of medical opinions as to
the treatment of this class of diseases, andthe parents escapedwith severe
censure.

OV'ARIOTOMY IN GERWAIY.
INthis country, we are certainly alwayswilling to give full credit to our
continental brethren for their labours and discoveries; and we are glad
to findthat, though still far from recognised by the French, the good
work- of our ownmen is fully acknowledged in Germany. As onein-
stance of this, we notice that Professor Nussbaum of Munich, in his re.
cent p-aper on thirty-four cases of ovariotomy which he has performed,
attributes much of his success to his visit to England, and to his use of
the clamp, or, as he calls it, the "E ngI.c1 cKt'ammervon SpencerWel".
He says: "IIn August I86r, I determined not to operate again, because,
after every operation, I saw such extreme illness that I regardeda cure
as impossible, and Dieffenbach's sentence, 'Ovariotomy is mKrder,' as
true. But in i862I saw in England how great care and cleanliness,
and a'different treatment of the pedicle, were followed by much less
dangerous consequences. So I began to operate again in i863." Of
the thirty-four cases, eighteen recovered, and sixteen died-a resut
which will, no doubt, improve with increased expetience.
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cOROsI(RSUI OF WST MIDDLESEX
WSlnde2anad tet Mr. Hands, the legal cante,has now withdragn
from the field. Mr. Brown has also resigned, and has given his asist.
snceinivourofDr.Hardwicke. Thecontest isnow,theref,re,between the
m cdial candiaes olY. Both annonce themselves as certain of sUC-

cess. Dr. Hardwicke is warmly supported by influential professional
and personal friends, and is encouraged to believe himself secure; on the
,oter hand, we are assmred by the friends of Dr. Diplock that the result
of a systematic and complete canvass which has been made on his be-h,lf shews an indubitable and fixed majority of at least forty per cent
in his favour. As no public question is now concemed, it must be left
to the individual judgment of the candidates to settle whether they willboth go to the poll, or will decide the matter by a more friendly and lesscostly arbitrement.

THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS LECTURES.
PROFESSO* HUXLEY, F.R.S., will commence his annual eorse of lecetures on Comparative Anatomy in the theatre of the College on Mon.
day next, at 4 o'clock, and will deliver twenty-four lectures on the
Anatomy and Physiology of Invertebrate Animals. The following is a
short programme of his subjects -General Remarks upon the Inver-
tebrata-The Classification of the Invertebrata-An Account of the
Organisation of the several Groups of Invertebrate Animals in the fol-
lowing order: the Protozoa; the Infusoria; the Annuloida; the Anne.
lida; the Arthropoda or Articulata; the Coelenterata; the Molluscoida;and the MolluseL The lectures will be delivered on Mondays, Wed.nesdays, and Fridays, at 4 o'clock.

THE PREVENTION OF VENEREAL DISEASE.
A MEETING of the Committee of the Association for Promoting the
Extension of the Contagious Diseases Act of r866 to the Civil Popula-tion of the United Kingdom was held on January 29th, at the house of
W. T. Mitford, Esq., M.P., Cavendish Square. Therewerepresent-Mr. Skey; Mr. Spencer Smith; Major-General Downing; Sir HenryThompson; Mr. Stewart; Mr. Deverill, J.P.; Dr. Gibbon; Mr. JamesLane; Mr. Berkeley Hill; Mr. Curgenven; and many other influentialpersons who aremore or less identifd with the efforts to obtain publicconsideration of this subject. MXost satisfactory statements of the pro-
gress of the organisation were made by Mr. Hill and Mr. Curgenven ;
and letters full of encouragement, from many highly influential per-
sons, were read. Arrangements were made for putting into available
form the information hitherto collected, and for further prosecuting the
efTorts to engage ptiblic attention and to bring out the facts of thecase,with a view to timely legislation.

NATURAL SCIENCE AT CAMBRIDGE.
'THE list of scholarships and exhibitions for Natural Scicnce in Trinityand St. John's- Colleges, which we publish in another column, shows
that the University is moving in the right direction. They are the best
offers yet made in the University of Cambridge to the students of Na-
tural Science; and it is to be hoped there w:llbe a good stream of can-
didates for them. It remains for the schools to take the thing in hand,and give boys an opportunity of better training in Natural Science
than they have hitherto done. Rather, perhaps, should we say it re-
mains for the fathers to select for their sons the schools in which this is
best clone, especially when they purpose preparing them for the medical
profession. The Universities are growing well disposed to do their part;and the feeling to extend the range of education, and to allow other
subjects to take their place witlh classics and mathematics as instru-
ments for mental training, is becoming daily stronger, as we might be
sure it would do wvhen the subject came to be fairly discussed. No
doubt, the recent excellent and much rcad article on the Teaching of
Natural Science in Schools in the last Quarterly, which is understood to
be from the pen of an accomplisbed member of the medical profession,

willcontribute much to open out other wider and tmer views of educa-
tion than those which have too long been held.

TH1 MADICAL C.UB.W. are glad to leam that the Medical Club is prospering. The Comi
mittee announce that they have made arrangements for the removal of
the Club, on the 2sth of March next, from their present temporay
rooms to more central and convenient premises, No. 9, Spring Gar-
dens, S.W. The new club-house is a handsome building, recently
erected, and overlooking Trfalgar Square. It wiU admit of consder-
able increase in the amount of sleeping accommodation, both as regards
the number and size of the bedrooms, and will supply most of the usual
comforts and luxuries of a well-arranged London club.

LUNATICS IN CANADA.
THE Canada Medical 7rnal gives a deplorable account of the want
of any public asylum for the insane in the colony, and the painful con-
sequences. It 4fers to two cases of acute mania in females, for which
the only possible provision was a prison-cell, and which both ended in
death after a week or two of confinement in the common gaol, where
alone they could be received, It adds that cases of acute mania are of
frequent occurrence; and the community about Montreal are constantly
obliged to send their sick to the United States, because there is not in
the length and brdth of the land a suitable institution for their care
ancd treatment.

THE MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND.
WE wish we had spac to quote here the abstract of cases of temporary
distress relieved last year by the Mtedical Benevolent Fund. This ad-
mirable and truly beneficent institution comes quietly and effectually to
the aid of the distressed members of our profession and their destitute
or struggling families and relicts, and judiciously affords timely and in-
estimable assistance, without putting them to expense or publicly iden.
tifying them. This society is a sort of child of the British Medical
Association. Those of our associateswho rejoice in well-earned prospe-
rity and success will not, we trust, cease to be mindful of the silent but
irrecusable claims upon them of this charity. The machinery is cost-
less: it is conducted by honory officers. The newly elected Treasurer
is Dr. C. J. Hare, of 4I, Broolk Street. The Secretaries are Dr. Broad-
benit, 23, Upper Seymour Street, W., and IPr. R. Thorne Tborne, 22,
Upper Seymour Street.

PREVENTION OF VENEREAL DISEASES AT hIONG KONG.
IN I857, an ordinance was passed in Hlong Kong which placed the
brothels frequented by Europeans under police supervision. Hospital
accommodation was provided for diseased persons, in whiclh they vere
compeled to remain until restored to health; and a surgeon was ap.
pointed to examine the women practising prostitution from time to
time. The results of these measures were for a time marvellous; the
amount of venereal disease among all classes of society dim inished to a
great extent, and the improvement in the condition of the soldiers and
sailors was very marked. In course of time, the Chinese brothel-
keepers found they could evade the ordinance in various ways, as the
reg,ulations were not made general to all prostitutes, but only to those
who associated with Europeans. In I866-7, the Secretary for the
Colonies urged upon the Hong Kong Govemment the adoption of
measures similar to those of the Contagious Diseases Act, I866; and an
inquiry was held at Hong Kong into the causes which rendered the exist-
ing ordinances nugatory. The Attorney-General for Hong Kong, in
his report, insists strongly on the very limited extent to which the mea-
sure was made applicable at Hiong Kong, and states that the committee
who prosecuted the inquiry ordered by the local government were
strongly in favour of preventive measures be'ing enforced in every
brothel or place of resort of prostitutes. In a short time, we unider-
stand, very sufficient regulations of this kind will be enforced at IHong
Kong.

Mr. Oliver Pemberton of Birmingham has beeni elected a foreign
corresponding member of the Society of Surgery of Paris.
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE: SCHOLARSHIPS AND
EXHIBITIONS FOR NATURAL SCIENCE IN
TRINITY AND ST. JOHN'S COLLEGES.

AN; Examination in Natural Science will be held in Trinity CoUegeduring next Easter week, and one Foundation Scholarship, at least (of
the value of about 48oper anntim, tenable for five or six years), willbe obtainable by adequate proficiency in that subject. The Foundation
Scholarships of this College are openi to all undergraduates of the Col-lege in the first, second, and third years of their residence, and to those
of other Colleges at Cambridge or Oxford in the first year of their re-
sidentce. The names of candidates who wish to be examined on Na-tural Science must be sent in to the Master not later than Wednesday,M.arch 18th, together with the subject in which each candidate is pre-
pared to be examined.
At St. John's College, an Examination will commence on Tuesday,

April 21st, I866, at 9 A.M.; and, besides two Scholarships ofX70operaxnnm and two of £150Ar aNitnum for Classics and Mathematics, there
will be offered for competition an Exhibition of the value of 450 Peranintt, tenable for three years, for proficiency in Natural Science-
Chemistry, including practical work in the laboratory, Electricity, Heat,and Light. The candidates will also have the opportunity of being exa-mined in one or more of the following subjects: Geology, Anatomy,Physiology, and Botany; and they may, if they think fit, offer themselves
for examination in any of the classical or mathematical subjects; but
excellence in some single department will be specially regarded. Thesescholarships and exhibitions ate open to all persons, whether they be
students in the University or not, who have not yet commenced residence
in the University, or who are in the first year of their residence. Further
information is obtainable from the tutors of the respective Colleges.

REMIUNERATION OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF SICK
CLUBS.

TurE attention of the Committee on Friendly Societies of the Birming-ham and Mlidland Counties Branch havting been drawn to many lettersin the local press suggesting the desirableness of a conference between
delegates from friendly societies and members of the medical profession,with a view to the settlement of the questions now undergoig discus-
sion, the following resolution has been passed, and has been advertisedin the local press:-"That this Committee would be glad to send adeputation to any friendly society desirous of receiving them, or to meet,as a body, delegates from clubs, either separately or in conjunction, inorder to lpromote the speedy and satisfactory tcrmination of existing dif-ficulties. C. A. NeXnham, Chairman.-All communications to be ad-dressed lo onc of the lUonorary Secretaries, John Manley, Esq., West
Bromwich; and Robert Macpherson, Esq., Moor Street, Birmingham."The Birminghiam 5Gazette says: " Our suggestion for a settlement hasbeeni adopted by the Committee of the British Medical Association, in
an offer to aid the authorities of the provident societies to settle the auestionl, after investigation into its real merits; and every true friend ot theworking classes must hope for a specdy and amicable arrangementFears are entertained that the annual general meeting of the Cannon
Street institution, to be held on Wednesday evening, will prove astormy one; but, if the opinions expressed in these columns lastweek bythe v-ice-president, Mr. Bishop, have their due weight with his col-leagues, an amicable settlcmcnt may be anticipated. The membersought to have all the benefits of a provident and juist administration,wvithout condemning the medical officers to be improvident and unjust
to themselves and their familics."
Although it is certainly desirable to hold out the olive-branch, andgive the societies every opportunity of conferring with the Committee

and freely discussing the matter, we trust it will be determined by every
member of the Committee to make five shillings per member per annum,the lowest sum recommended by the report of the Branch, the stand-
point from which they must not swerve.
A meeting of members of friendly societies was held at the Odd Fel-lows' I [all, Birmingham, on Tuesday evening, to consider the subject of

the payment of medical officers. Mr. R. Mann was voted to the chair.
There was a large attendance. The chairman, remarking that the
question before them was not a new one, first read the leading articles
published in the local papers, and then went on to refer to the circum-
stances connected with the Cannon Street Provident Association, whichhave already been made known to the public by correspondence in thepress and through other channels. He expressed his opinion that it washighly desirable that they should act amicably with their surgeons. Itwould never do for them to bring strangers into the town, as the Secre-

tary of the Association had said he should do if the surgeons did notaccept -the teost;f, tezute*tox cffeidl>; lissqyi - muchdiscusion, Mr. Gillier-aid he thought the so&cAtirere mi duboundto make some concession to the surgeons. They had, to his knowledge.been contented .with their present renueration for'the pat twentyyears. iHe was of opinion that it would be unwise for them to fix upona specific sum, and suggested that a meeting of the various societiesshould be held to consider the matter. He moved as an amez4dment,"That it was desirable to consider the application of the surgeons foran increase of pay." Mr. T. E. Jennings seconded the amendment.Mr. Doody moved the adjournment of the meeting. After some furtherdiscussion, the respective motions were put to the meeting, when tbatfor the adjournment was carried by a lare majority.**' The threat of bringing strangers to the town is hardly-worthnotice, and we regret that it was held out. It is not at all probablethat "strangers" could be "obtained" for the purpose. Professionalmen are not to be bought against their convictionis. If the attemptweremade it would inevitably fail; end, even if this were not so, the sort ofmedical article they bid for is not of the kind in which the clubs couldplace a just and necessary confidence, or which could prove in the tnust
sense economical.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
DUBLIN.

[FROM 0UR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
Tht Cermbro-spilal or Purple Fever again-Rimond Hospital Medio.Chirurgical Society- University Edueation-Srgeant-Surgonc4:.
IT is painful to record that the disease which excited so much interest
both here and in England last spring seems to be again creeping upon
us. By cerebro-spinal or purple fever, five deaths occurred during the
week just passed, and three the week preceding. As in the barracks at
Versailles, where in 1834 the malady was first recognised, aU the vic.
tims have been males. The discussion at our College of PIhysicians
elucidated much about the pathology of the epidemic, but treatment is
still allowed to be very powerless. It is an interesting topic just now-
libraries, and dead-houses where a lost ortem exaamination on a case is
expected, being besieged; for it is the prize-essay subject of the Patho.
logical Society.
The Richmond Hiospital has just had a change of officers; Mr. C.

Fleming having retired, and Mr. W. Stokes (son of our venerated Pre.
sident, and lecturer on surgery in the adjoining school) having succeeded
him. The electors are a board of eleven gentlemen appointed by Go.
vermnent, two being of the medical profession attached to the hospital.
The Dublin University Medico-Chirurgical Society, just established

by the students, held its first meeting on January 2Ist. The Re iusProfessor of Physic having delivered an opemng address, the auditor,Mr. Collins, read a most able paper, and eulogistic resolutions were
moved by Sir D. Corrigan, Mr. Adams, Rev. Professor Jellett, etc.
The resolution thani ng the distinguished visitors present was responded
to by the Lord Mayor (Dr. Carroll).
Intense interest has been created by the Rev. Professor Haughton's

pamphlet on Untiversity Edutcation. With all the vigour, terseness, and
caustic wit with which he is endowed, he strives to showAt* the Uni-
versity of Dublin was, is, and should be, a Church of Eiigland institu.tioni, and not the great national seat of intellectual learning. To save
any invasion whatever of his own College, he advocates the giing of a
charter to the Catholic University. The medical profession universally,and the enlightened of every creed very generally, ardently wish that his
views may not bc adopted by Government, but that there shall be cre-
ated a great national University, which shall examine the alumni of the
Trinity, Catholic, and provincial Queen's Colleges, and such other me.
dical colleges as shall be recognised, in common.
The reticence with which the Crown confers honours on Irish sur-

geons is very generally commented on. While there are five ordinaryand extraordinary surgical attendants on Her Majesty in London, and
two in Edinburgh, there is but one in Dublin. This map be in just
proportion to royal visits; but, when the eminence of Irish sugery is con-
sidered, the conferring of such honorary distinctions is very equitable
and desirable. The President of the College of Surgeonss Mr. dams,
at present holds the office; but his successor, the present Vice-President,Mr. Porter, or his predecessor, Mr. Butcher, may be mentioned without
invidiousness as worthy colleagues in this high position in the state.;
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