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the provision of his board and domestic service, can
properly be taken into account when estimating what is the
appropriate fraction of the total domestic expenses to be
taken into account for they-ear in question as the pro-
fessional rather than the domestic cost of the whole.

Motor Car Allowance
"MW. J. C." bought an " X " car in 1929 for £135 and was
allowed £27 depreciation thereon as for 1930-31. In
November, 1930, he sold the car for £45 an(d bought a
" Y " car for £C110. What should he claim in the accounts
which he is sending in for the 1931-32 assessment?

*** (1) Obsolescence allowance-that is, £135 -£27-£45
=£63-as a professional expense of the year 1930, and
(2) depreciation allowance for 1931-32 at 20 per cent. of
£110=£22.

LETTERS, NOTES, -ETC.

Sodium Nucleinate in Pneumonia
Dr. H. J. CLUTTERBUCK (Llanelly) writes: Some years ago a

medical man, in the course of a discussion in the Jozurnal
on the treatment of acute lobar pneumonia, said that he
had been " crying in the wilderness " for some time the
value of sodium nucleinate injections (0.1 gram in 2 c.cm.).
I thereupon decided to try the method, and have been
astonished at the results, if given early. The following case
has just occurred in our practice. Dr. Gordon Bennett
saw a road-worker, aged 40, on March 27th., at about
6 p.m. He had theni been working until tea-time, when
he had a rigor. His temperature was 104° F., and his
respirations 60, with pulse 120, and severe pain in the
right chest, especially the subclavicular region. le was
put on antiphlogistine and glucose, with an expectorant
mixture. I saw him in the afternoon of the 28th, when
there was definitely pneumonic sputum. I gave hiim one
injection of sodium nucleinate subcutaneously in his fore-
arm. This produced violent perspiration, and he was bathed
with tepid water. Next morning his temperature was
normal, pulse rate 75, and respiration normal. He said
that he felt much better; no pain, and the cough much
easier, although his sputum continued to be blood-
stained, but not so much as before. On the 30th, at
10 a.m., the temperature was still normal and the patient
going on well. At 7.30 p.m., after calomel overnight and
saline in the morning, he had had a good result, and was
demanding food. Both Dr. Gordon Bennett and myself
were so astonished at the transformation in his condition,
less than thirty-six hours after the infection, that we con-
sider it our duty to notify the facts. This is not the first
time by any means that I have got a good result with the
sodium nucleinate, but such a marvellous change in this
man's condition after its use has induced us to recommend
its trial early in cases of acute lobar pneumonia.

Migration and Health
Dr. j. S. PURDY, Metropolitan M.O.H., Sydney, N.S.W.,

sends the following addendum to the letter published on
January 3rd (p. 36), in which he substittuted " sixth ' for
" fourth " in his earlier statement " There is no one living
in Australia (other than the Aborigines) who is a descendant
of the fourth generation of Australians ": I quoted the
grandchildren of Dr. Antill Pockley as of the fifth genera-
tion, anld a great-grandson of Mrs. Brennan of Darlington,
Svdney, whose grandmother was born in Liverpool, New
South Wales. Dr. J. R. Nimmo of Brisbane now writes
to me: " My maternal grandmother was born at Govern-
ment House during her father's governorship (P. G. King).
He left for England in 1805, having come out with the
First Fleet in 1788. My grandfather was born at Penrith,
my mother at Rosedale, Victoria, my eldest sister at sea
in Cooktown Harbour, annd her eldest child, now 15 years old,
at Atherton, North Queensland. This makes five generations
Australian born, and there are at least thirty-two of this
generation who are descendants of my grandfather alone.
Governor King spent seventeen years in Norfolk Island and
Sydney, but of course cannot be claimed as a native (if he
is included it brings the figure to six). Three of his four
children married anid settled in Australia; of the three,
two were English born (Admiral P. P. King and Mrs.
Hannibal MacArthur), the other and youngest, Mary
became the wife of R. C. Lethbridge, and is the first
generation of our maternal stock in this country." ThAese
details are interesting, as they concern descendants of one
of the first white men to step ashore at Port Jackson on
January 26th. As it is only 143 years since the arrival

of the First Fleet and the founding of the Settlement by
Governor Phillip, although there is no one living in Australia
(other than Aborigines) who is a descendant of the sixth
generation of Australians, it is of interest to know of cases
of the fifth generation, especially of descendants of our
third governor, P. G. King.

Clinical Thermometers
Dr. A. STEWART ROBERTSON (Weston-super-Mare) writes: I

think practitioners should be warned to be careful in the
use of the cheap thermometers which are noXv on the
market. We bought a number of these in March at ls. 4d.
each. Having reason to suspect the accuracy of one I was
using, I tested fourteen of them simultaneously in warm
water at twvo different temperatures, and for two different
periods of time-two minutes and one minute respectively.
The thermometers themselves are all marked " 1/2
mlinute," and each carries the followving certificate of
guarantee:

Tlhis is to certify that the clinical thermiiomneter enclosed
herewith has been compared with our standard (correctedI by
the Government National Physical Laboratory, Teddington,
England), and found correct within 0.2' 1I. Also that the
bulb is made of ' normal glass,' which makes the thermnometer
unalterable for all time."

The readings obtained were as follows:
2 minitiutes 1 minute

inmmersion. immersion.
108.8 ....................................... .103.6
108.8 ........................................ 104.4
108.4 ........................................ 103
108.6 ....................................... .103.2
108.8 ....................................... .103.4
109 ....................................... .104.2
109.4 ....................................... .103.6
110 ....................................... .105
108.6 . ...................................... 103.4
109.8 ....................................... .105.4
109 ....................................... .104
108 ....................................... .104.4
109 ....................................... .105.4
109.6 ...................................... 104.2

Pregnancy Records
Dr. F. H. WATSON (Bowral, N.S.W., Australia) writes: In

the British Medical Journal of December 20th, 1936,
" J. J. S." reports a " record pregnancy." The following
case breaks his record by two days. On January 14th,
1929, at 11.30 p.m., Mrs.- D., 5-para, gave birth to a
femalk'child, and on November 23rd, 1929, at 9 p.m., was
delivered of a full-time male infant.

First-aid Outfits for Motorists
IN anticipation of Safety Week (Alay 11th to 16th) the

British Red Cross Society is putting on the market a
number of first-aid outfits for motorists. These are to
be available in three sizes (1Os. 6d., 28s. 6d., and 42s4.)
The first is intended for private cars; the othier two are
designed to meet the road accident needs of motor coaches.
In addition, the society has prepared a " field dressing"
at ls. These Red Cross outfits are made up in strong
black tin boxes, decorated with the official emblem, and
everything in them is of British manufacture.

The Automobile Association's map showing parking places in
Central London has recently been revised and brought 1 p
to date. It shows the location of over fifty parking places,
specifies the maximum period of continuous waiting, and
also the particular hours during which cars may be parked.
Additional information is given of ninety parking places in
the outer London traffic area. Copies of the map may be
obtained free by members from the A.A., Fanum House,
New Coventry Street, WV.1, or from any branch office.

Corrigendum
WE are requested to state that in an announcement in our

last issue the title of Professor Samson Wright's Oliver-
Shlarpey Lectures at the Royal College of Phvsicians should
have read: " Certain aspects of the reflex control of the
circulation."

Vacancies
Notifications of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 58, 59, and 60
of our advertisement columns, and advertisements as to
partnerships, assistantships, and locumtenencies at pages
56 and 57.
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertise-

ment columns appears at page 831.
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