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THE JOHIN HUJNTER BICENTENARY.

CELEBRATION AT ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL.
THE two Hunterian Societies-one of them the Hunterian

Society of London, particularly of the City, founded in

1819, and the other the Hunterian Society of St. George's
Hospital, founded in 1832, but not taking the name of

Hunter until 1850-united at St. George's Hospital on
March 1st to celebrate the bicentenary of John Hunter's
birth. The gathering, which was of the nature of a conver-

sazione, took plaoe in the board room not the board
room of John Hunter's time, wlhich has disappeared, but
on almost the same site. Behind the speakers was the
couch oni which Hunter died, his portrait was over the

mantelpiece, and various prized writings and othier relics
of him were on exhibition. Dr. HUGH GAINSBOROUGH, who
presided, said that St. George's Hospital, in which Hunter
worked and died, was the, most appropriate of all places
for a celebration, for the proudest of many proud boasts
of St. George's was its connexion with Hunter.

Sir HUMPHRY ROLLESTON said that the four most famous
names in British medicine were those of WA'illiam Hlarvey,
the physiological plhysician; Thomas Sydenham, the master
of practical medicine; and John Hunter and Joseph Lister,
the two greatest surgeons the N4orld had ever known. In
two months' time the tercentenary of the publication at
Frankfort of Harvey's De Motu Cordis, which marked
the birth of experimental physiology, would be duly
honoured. Tlhe Lister centenary was fresh in the mind,
and Sydenham's tercentenary was celebrated only in 1924.
It was appropriate that Harvey and Hunter, both students
of nature and experimental philosophers, should be linked
together in our grateful recollection. Hunter, whose
original observations ranged over the whole animal
kingdom, including even fossil remains, was the first to
describe the circulation in crustaceans and insects, just
as Harvey discovered and demonstrated the circulation of
the blood in the higher animals. Further, in his great
treatise The Blood, Inflammation and Gunshot WVounds
(1794), Hunter investigated the power of the blood to
repair damaged and diseased tissues. Again like Harvey,
he studied the earliest stages of life, and left behind him
the dictum that " embryology indicates the steps by which
higher forms in a group of animals have been evolved from a
lower." The more he was known the more wonderful Hunter
became, and as the years went by his intellectual standard
seemed only to grow grander; anatomy, physiology, patho-
logy, surgery, and biology in its widest sense found in him
their master. The acknowledged founder of scientific sur-

gery, and, in Timothy Holmes's words, " the greatest man
indeed who ever practised surgery," his original researches
and philosophical principles were on such broad lines that
they provided the basis for medical science as a whole, and
were in no way confined to that branch of the profession
which he specially followed, though probably he did more
than anyonie else to elevate surgery to its proper and high
position in medical science. It was ther-efore not un-
natural that a claim was made for John Hunter as a

physician; it was made by Dr. Newton Pitt in his learned
oration before the Hunterian Society in 1896. But, as
Sir Clifford Allbutt eloquently argued, the divisions of the
healing art were artificial, and as, to quote Sir Jonathan
Hutchinson, " the ideal surgeon is a phvsician who
operates," all branches of the profession, the'refo.e, were

surely united in their debt of gratitude to Hunter for his
services and example. Hunter had been described as a

martyr to science, for the ill health which dogged his later
years, and his deatlh in tragic circumstances in 1793, had
been ascribed to the effects of his auto-inoculation with
venier eal pus. This experiment on himself was the self-
sacrificing practice of the advice he gave to his distinllgished
pupil Edward Jenner, to trv rather than to speculate,
thus recalling Harvey's exhortation to the Fellows and
Members of the College of Physicians " to search -and study
out the secrets of Nature by wav of experiment." Inl
Nlature's most securely guarded secret-namely, the meaning
and source of life-Hunter was keenly interested, and in
regard to the much-discussed problem of its mechanistic or
vital origin, wlhich the new science of biochemistry might

be hoped to bring nearer to solution, Hunter's philo-
sophical teaching would appear;to be in favour of the view,
that it was a supernatural endowmenit.
Much had recently been said elsewhere about John

Huniter's world-wide pre-eminence inl medical science, but
in that hiospital in which lhe worked and died, of which he
was the chief glory, and where he first instituted clinical
teaching in surgery, it was nmeet and right that the
bicentelnary of his birth should be specially celebrated.
Sir Humphry recalled how in 1893 the centenary of his
death was comllmemorated there by Mr. Timothy Holmes
in a fine classical appreciation, and by the erection of
Gilbert's masterly bronze bust, whichl since 1924 bad
adorned the eiltrance to the out-patient department and
medical school in1 Knightsbridge.

Sir CRisP E.NGLISH also delivered a brief appreciation.
What body of people, he asked, could make the greatest
claim to John Hunter? Hunter was born in Scotland,
but Scotland did not seem to have appropriated Huinter
in the same way as Lister. It might be that Scotland
had not taken much notice of John Hunter becauise,
when he canie to years of discretion, he left that
country and started for the south. The Royal College of
Surgeon-s of England had rather annexed Hunter, but it
was worth remembering that Hunter's collection did not
reach the College until seven vears -after his death. It was
a romarkable thing that the House of Commons, which so
seldom showed any practical interest in science, should
have voted a large sum for Hunter's collection, and that
at a time when Pitt was calling for money for munitions
of war. Leicester Square might possibly put in a claim
for Hunter, for there it was he started his collection. In
Leicester Square, too, lived Sir Joshua Reynolds, and it
had been said of Hunter and Reynolds that each helped
the other to immortality, the one as subject and the other
as painter. But St. George's claims stood out above all
others, for Hunter was first surgeon to the hospital from
1768 until his death. He was never an assistant surgeon,
and no doubt was truly grateful for that. He was-prob-
ably a difficult person to get on with, continually at logger-
heads with his colleagues, of whom he wrote as a " damned
disagreeable lot." Reynolds's picture, on the other hand,
conveyed a different impression of him, which thev would
like to retain, and Edward Jenner and other pupils, who
probably had a better knowledge of him than anybody
else, alwavs called him the " dear man." The speaker
commented on some curious things in the Revnolds
portrait-the expression of power in the face, the un-
comfortable position of the left hand, the fact that there
were two inkpots on the table, both closed, though Hunter
held a pen in his right hand, and the bigness of the right
arm as compared, so it seemed to him, with the left.
Mr. R. R. JAMES, dean of the medical school, exhibited

the pupils' register for 1756, in which one of the first
names entered was that of " Mr. Hunter." He also
showed an original letter, dated 1765, which, thouigh
written in the third person, was unquestionablv, in his
view, in John Hunter's hand. In that year there was a
vacanev for a surgeon, and the letter was to explain to the
board Hunter's position why he did not apply against
his rival John Guinning, who obtained the post. Aniother
exhibit was a house-surgeon's certificate of 1769, signed
by Hunter and others. The pupils' register of subsequient
years, which was also produeed, showed the much greater
number who entered under Hunter, and reminded ore of
the famous squabble which reached its climax at the special
court in 1793. A poignant exhibit, not for what it showed,
but for what it omitted, was the minute book of the
weekly board for Wednesdav, October 16th, of that year.
It was a verv small meeting: only four were present,
After some trifling matter about coffins and shrouds, which
the hospital was going to receive cheaply, it was ordered
that Mr. Huinter's letter relating to pupils shouild be
reserved for future consideration, and the meeting passed
to the next business. Of the fact that Hunter's death took
place in the adjoining room during that meeting there was
no mention. Mr. MORTIMER WOOLF, president of the
Huinter ian Societv of London, said that that society existed-
not for any claim it could lay to John Hunter, but solely
to perpetuate the memory of a great man..
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