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even to delay it, and thus save the perineum. This!
is a use of the forceps which I think has not been
sufficiently dwelt upon, and which can only be satis.
factorily accomplished by the long curved forceps.

I repudiate the dogma, that force is never to be
used in artificial delivery; in employing it judiciously
we imitate nature herself, and it is only when abused
that it becomes dangerous. I have over and over
again verified in practice that, with proper precaution,
and with appropriate manipulation, delivery may be
accomplished with safety to both mother and child,
even when considerable force has been necessary to
effect the extraction of the head.

I regard the use of the forceps as more appropriate
in those cases in which many obstetricians recom-
mend the ergot of rye, or other oxytoxics, for the
following reasons: it gives the accoucheur a more
certain, regular, and complete power over the course
of labour, especially during the exit of the head,
enabling him either to hasten or retard its progress as
circumstances may require.

Their use does not involve certain risks which are
admitted to attach to the action of ergot, even by
those who advocate its employment in tedious labour.
Dr. Johnson, for instance, says, " That when ergot is
given it brings matters to a crisis, for if the child be
not delivered within a certain time it will in all pro-
bability be destroyed." Drs. Hardy and McClintock
state they"have on many occasions observed the
ergot of rye to exercise a very depressing influence
upon the maternal circulation." More recently Dr.
McClintock has advocated the view, taught by Dr.
Robert Lee when I was a student, that danger to
the child arises from the incessant uterine action,
and the consequent pressure, which the ergot is so
liable to occasion. Dr. Churchill attributes to its
use "retention of the placenta, from irregular uterine
action, after the birth of the child." (Theory and
Practice of Midwifery, 1866, p. 264.)
In my own practice I rarely use it in actual labour,

preferring it as a means of completing abortion,
when all hope of saving the ovum is abandoned, or
of producing contraction in post partum hemorrhage.
It is my firm conviction that the more the forceps
come into favour, the more rarely will ergot of rye
be used, and that ultimately it will be altogether set
aside as a substitute for what I cannot but regard as
a safer and more efficient means of affording assist-
ance in tedious labour.
In conclusion, I must beg your indulgence for

many imperfections in this mere sketch of a very
large and comprehensive subject. Those who desire
to follow it out more completely than my limits on
this occasion will permit, I would refer to the detailed
observations of the authors I have quoted, and
especially to two admirable papers in the first volume
of the Transactions of the Obstetrical Society of
London, by Dr. Tyler Smith and Mr. Harper.

I have purposely abstained from wearying you by
a detail of cases; I may, however, observe that the
views which I have brought forward are founded not
upon theory, or the teachings of others alone, but are
an exposition of the opinions I have formed during a
somewhat lengthened and extensive course of prac-
tical experience as one of the accoucheurs to the
Ladies' Charity of this town; an institution which
comprises the results of about two thousand cases of
labour annually, and those chiefly in a class of
women especially liable to various forms of dystocia
and other complications of parturition.

[ERRATA. At page 480, line 9 of second column,
for "posterior", read "anterior"; and in the suc-
ceeding line, after the word "temple", insert " the
other the posterior over the side of the occiput."]

REPORT OF

TWENTY-FOUR YEARS' VACCINATION IN,
THE MOLD DISTRICT OF THE

HOLYWELL UNION.

BY EDWARD T. HUGHES, M.D., etc.,
Public Vaccinator.

DURING the last twenty-four years I have reported
to the Holywell Board of Guardians 10,344 successful
vaccinations, and noted their influence in checking
the spread of small-pox.
For the first five years, the Mold district consisted

of three parishes; population 10,851 ; acreage 21,505.
It was also the Mold Registration District. The re-
gistered births were 1535, and vaccinations 1340.
Allowing for deaths previous to vaccination, this
would have been a satisfactory number, had not a
great majority of the children been above a year old,
when vaccinated. Small-pox prevailed in some part
of the district every year, and eighteen children born
therein died of it, nine of whom were under one year,
and only one above six years of age, all unvac-
cinated.
At the end of 1847, the parish of Northop was

added to the Mold district, its population according
to the census of 1851 being 14,577, and acreage
29,505. From January 1st, 1848, to December 31st,
1853, (when the Compulsory Vaccination Act had just
come into force,) the number of registered births was
about 2530, and my vaccinations 2609, of these 1303
were in children above a year old; so that, although
the district had been on three occasions during the
six years vaccinated almost from house to house, the
arrears were considerable, as six hundred and forty-
six of the children vaccinated were born before
January 1st, 1848. These were well accounted for in
subsequent vaccinations.
Twenty deaths from small-pox were registered

during the same period; twelve of these occurred in
the Mold Registration District, in which there had
been but one fatal case, and that an imported one,
from August 24th, 1847, to September 16th, 1852,
when it was brought into Mold by the family of a
knife-grinder. Five children died of it, four the
children of tramps lately come into the town, and
the fifth a sickly child sixteen months old, who had
been unfit for vaccination from birth, and whose
parents lived next to the house in which it first
broke out. The other seven cases were in persons
from seventeen to thirty years of age, all unvacci-
nated but one, who was said to have been vaccinated
by her father, a village shopkeeper in Carnarvonshire,
o± which there was but faint proof. The other
eight deaths in the parish of Northop, which forms
part of the Flint Registration District, were all in
young unvaccinated children.
My vaccinations during the remaining thirteen

years have been 6395, and of these 403 were in chil-
dren above a year old. The registered births must have
been 7000 or thereabouts, but of these I have no
trustworthy account. The deaths from small-pox
were six, three in the Mold Registration District,
and three in the parish of Mold, all in persons not
vaccinated. To these I will again refer, as I propose
now to consider the vaccinations of the last thirteen
years, as illustrative of the working of the Compul-
sory Vaccination Act under very favourable circum-
stances.
The act to extend and make compulsory the prac-

tice of vaccination came into operation on October
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