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T. J. CREAN, V.C., D.S.O.
MAJOR THOMAS JOSEPH CREAN, V.C., D.S.O., R.A.M.C. (retired),
died in London on March 25th. He was the second son of
the late Michael Theobald Crean, barrister, of the Irish Land
Commission, and was born in Dublin in 1873. He was
educated at Clongowes School, and in the medical school of
the Irish College of Surgeons, taking the L.R.C.S.I. and
L.R.C.P.I. in 1896. In 1902 the Royal College of Surgeons of
Ireland conferred the Fellowship upon him in recognition of
his distinguished services. In 1891 he received the Royal
Humane Society's testimonial for saving life at sea, For three
years-1894 to 1896-he was a member of the Irish Inter.
national Rugby fifteen, and in 1896 went to South Africa
with the British Ruaby fifteen which toured in South Africa
that year. He made that country his home, settling in
practice at Roxberg.
When the South African war began he at once enlisted as

a tro;oper in the Imperial Light Horse, and a few months
later, in March, 1900, lie received a commission as captain in
that corps. In June, 1901, he resigned his combatant com-
mission to become surgeon-captain in the same corps. He
was wounded at Elandslagte, at the very beginning of the
war; he was wounded again, this time dangerously, at
Zyaerskloof, in December, 1901, when he was awarded the
Victoria Cross " for great' gallantry in attending to
the wounded under -a heavy fire -at 150 yards range,
although himself wounded, only desisting when he received
a second, and what was thought to be a mortal, wound."
He served with the Imperial Ligght Horse from the beginning
to end of the war (1899-1902), taking part in the operations
in' Natal in -1899, including the actions at Elandslagte,
Rietfontein, and Lombard's Kop, and the defence of Lady.
smith, the relief of Mafeking, operations in the Transvaal,
including the action at Frederikstad, and operations in the
Orange River Colony. In addition to the v.C. he received
tlje Queen's medal with five clasps, and the King's medal
with two clasps. At the close of 1902 he accepted a regular
commission as captain in the R.A.M.C., but resigned it four
years later when he joined the Special Reserve of the
R.A.M.C. He then started practice in London.
When the great war began, in August, 1914, he rejoined for

duty as a major, and served with the first cavalry brigade in
France in 1914-15, being mentioned in dispatches in the
London G'azette of June 22nd, 1915, and receiving the D.S.O.
from thie same date. In 1916 he served in France as com-
manding officer of the 44th Field Ambulance, and subse-
quently as medical officer in charge of the hospital in the
royal enclosure at Ascot. In 1905 he married Victoria,
daughter of Don Tomas Heredia, of Malaga, and had one son
and one daughter. He received the. Arnott memorial gold
medal in 1902.

ELFRIDA SPENCER, B.A., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
House-Surgeon, Victoria Hospital for Children.

THE death of Miss Elfrida Spencer, on March 17th, came as
a great shock- to all connected witlh Charing Cross Hospital
and its Medical School. Miss Spencer, the only daughter of
-Mr. Walter G. Spencer, senior surgeon to the Westminster
Hospital, and honorary librarian to the British Medical Asso-
ciation, was educated at the Clieltenlham Ladies' Gollege and
at Bedford College for Women, London. In 1914 she passed
the Final B.A. (London) examination with second class
honours in classics. Her arts course concluded, her active
mind then turned towards medicine.- After a -preliminary
year at science she entered as a student at'Charing Cross
HospitaI Medical Sehool. -From the outset of her career slhe
was recognized as a'student of considerable promise, and her
sunny disposition rendered her most popular with her fellow
students, while her ve'rsatility and organizing capacity made
lher a leader in all the social activities of the school. Miss
Spencer obtained the Conjoint qualification in 1921,. and was
fortunate in holding, in succession, the three resident posts of
bouse4physician, house-surgeon, and obstetric officer at
Cliaring Cross Hospital.
We aro indebted to Sir HERBERT WATRPEHOUSE for the

following appeciation: As Miss Spenceriwas my house.
surgeon I can testify to her skill, kindlineps,-nd zeal. -She
hiad a man's judgement and a woman's charm. To illustrate
the all-roundness of her knowledge,-I can recall asking her
within a few minutes, the- derivation of a Greek word, the

branches of a cranial nerve, and the treatment she would
adopt in a difficult surgical case, and receiving from her an
intelligent answer in each instance. She proved herself a
worthy daughter of one of the most learned of surgeons.
Recently Miss Spencer w&s appointed house-surgson at the
Victoria Hospital for Children, where, for the second time, slhe
became my house-surgeon. Only a few weeks after she- had
taken up her new duties a severe attack of influenza, followed
by pneumonia, prematurely ended her useful life, every
moment of which she had lived to the full. She leaves
behind her a record of work well done an-d a gracious memory
in the minds of her many friends.

ALFRED GEORGE SIMKEINS, M.B., B.S.LOND.,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

IT is with deep regret that we record the deaths, within a
few hours of each other, on March 23rd of Dr. A. G. Simmins
and his wife. 13oth had recently been attacked by influenza,
which in his case was followed by pneumonia and in that of
his wife by heart failure.

Dr. Simmins was a student at Guy's and Westminster
Hospitals anid in 1914 took the diplomas of M.R.C.S. and
L.R.C.P. On the outbreak of war he gave up a post under
the Metropolitan Asylums Board and was gazetted temporary
surgeon lieutenant R.N. on August 5th, 1914, and served
throughout the war. He served on the battleship Bellerophon,
the hospital ships Pla8ey and Karapara, and for a year at the
R.N. Hospital, Haslar. While in the navy he took the M.B.,
B.S. degrees of the University of London, and also, in 1918,
contributed a paper on the value in diagnosis and -prognosis
of the Arneth polymorphonuclear neutrophile leucocyte count
to t4e Journal of the R.N.- Medical Service.

After being demobilized in 1919 he 'acted for a time as
medical registrar at the Westminster Hospital, but decided
to go into general practice. He succeeded Dr. Croly at
Hornsey and in a few years had b'uilt up an increasing
practice there, and in 1921 he started a practice -in the City,
where he acted as medical examiner to the Canada Life and
other insurance companies. He was also assistant medical
officer in the venereal departments at the. Royal Northern
Hospital and the Hospital for Sick Cbildren, Great Ormond
Street. All this professional work-carried -on for a consider.
able time without any real break or holiday-proved too
much for his pbysical 'strength. He had been attending a
number of patients with influenza when he himself con-
tracted the disease, and in spite of all the devoted care and
attention of his medical advisers and of his wife ---herself a
trained nurse-he succumbed to pneumonia. Mrs. Simmrins,
who had also been attacked, insisted on sharing the duties of
nursing her husband. Towards the end she knew that he
was dying and the shock of this, added to her own illness,
was so great that she passed away in her- sleep early on
March 23rd, while her unconscious husband lay almost
breathing his last in an adjoining room. They were laid to
rest together at the New Southgate Cemetery on March 27th
amid many signs of sympathy and respect.
Dr. Simmins was only 32 years of age and his wife a few

years older. They leave three children-a boy of 61 a girl
of 4, and a boy of 15 months; the two youngest are totally
unprovided for. As will be gathered from the recital of Dr.
Simmins's activities he was a man of great energy and
industry, and under a quiet and unassuming demeanour he
possessed cons derable force of character. -Diring the few
years-that he was in practice he' had earned the gratitude and
affection of his patients, both. private and hospitaL He was,
moreover, a man of considerable originality, introducing
several new details in the metbed of treating the venereal
patients in his clinics. His death at such an early age is* a
real loss to the profession, forhbad he been spared he would
have made a name for himself. Our sympatby is extended .t6
the relatives and particularly to the three orphaned children.

Dr. WILLIAM THOMSON of Hull, who died on March 23rd a~
the early age of 39, was a native of Tliornlhill, Dumfrie&shire,
and was educated at the University of Edinburgh, where lhe
graduated M.B. Ch.B. in 1907. In 1910 he took the
F.RC.S.Edin. After serving as house-eurgeox at the'Hull
Royal Infirmary lie succeeded to the practice of Dr. Parkin.
During the war -he -did temporary work-at the EHull -Royal
Infirmary, to which institution lie was appointed surgeon in
August, I);.bo.Thmson was a m6&ber`of the East York
Divoion of the l3ritish Medical Assoojation HO is survived
by his-widow and a young son..
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