
G4 BRITISH IBDIOAL JOUAZAL. [Jan. 26, 1867.

THE LUNACY COMMISSIONERS AND THE
SURGICAL HOME FOR WOMEN.

LETTER FROM CHARLES P. PHILLIPS, ESQ.
SIR,-The Commissioners in Lunacy having ob-

served in the Times of the 15th ultimo a paragraph
relating to the London Surgical Home, it became
their duty to communicate upon the subject of it with
the founder and Senior Surgeon of that institution.

I forwaxd herewith a copy of the correspondence.
As the matter is of considerable public importaance,
the Commissioners hope that you will be able to give
the letters a place in your JOURNAL. I am, etc.,

CHARLES PALMER PHILLIPS, Secretary.
Office of Commissioners in Lunacy, 19, WhitehaU Place, SW.,

January 23rd, 1867.

Ofce of Commissioners in Lunacy, 19, Whitehall Place, S.W.,
January 8rd. 1867.

S.IR,-I am directed to transmit for your perusal
the enclosed copy of a paragraph which appeared in
the Times newspaper of the 15th ultimo; and to in-
form you that the House-Surgeon of the London Sur-
gical Home, having attended a meeting of this Board
on Monday last to explain that paragraph, then sub-
stantially admitted to the Commissioners present
the reception into the Home of females of unsound
mind.
The Commissioners will now be glad to hear from

yourself, as Senior Surgeon of the Home, whether
there is any and what mistake in the paragraph, or
on the part of the House-Surgeon, as to the objects
of the Home; and, if any mistake has arisen, whether
you have taken, or intend immediately to take, any
and what steps to disabuse the public mind upon the
subject of this apparent violation of the Lunacy Law.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES PALMER PHILLIPS, Secretary.

I. Baker Brown, Esq.
The paragraph in the Times newspaper above re-

ferred to, and in that newspaper headed " The Lon-
don Surgical Home," contained the following
passage: " A peculiar feature of the Home is, that,
in addition to the ordinary maladies which come
under the head of surgical diseases, women are re.
oived who are of unsound mind, provided that their
inflrmities are not hereditary or of a long duration
previous to their application for admission. In it the
great experiment is being made for the first time of
endeavouring to cure mental diseases by surgical
operations."

136, Harley Street, Cavendish SauareW.. January 5th.1867.
SiR,-In answer to your communication dated the

3rd inst., I beg to state that the article in the Times
newspaper to which you refer, was written by a gen-
tileman, a perfect stranger to me, who came on the
part of the Times newspaper, was shown over the
Home and supplied with all the papers by the Secre-
tary; and I never saw the article until it appeaxedin print the next morning. I was very much vexed
at the mistake therein, and instantly took such steps
to ensure correction as I thought would be sufficient.
I have been daily waiting to see my hopes realised,
and am now most willing to take any steps the Com-
missioners may advise to disabuse the public mind
upon the subject of any apparent violation of the
Lunacy Law.
I shall be very happy to wait upon the Commis-

siogers to offer anyfurthereplpauaton, if they think it
necessary. I remaihn, ete.,

I. B. BROWNz
Charles Palmer Phillips, Esq.

Office of Commissioners in Lunacy, 19, Whitehall Place, S.W.,
January 8th, 1867.

SIR,-The Commissioners, observing with pleasure
your sense of the gravity of the mistake in the
Times' article of the 15th ultimo, upon the London
Surgical Home, direct me to acknowledge their rev.
ceipt of your letter of the 5th inst., and at once to
obtain from yourself, as Senior Surgeon of that iAnti-
tution, a plain and direct contradiction of its being
open for the reception of females of unsound mid.
The Commissioners doubt not that, in possession of
such an authoritative contradiction, they will be able
themselves to procure for it that necessary publicity
which you have hitherto failed to get.

I am, etc.,
CHARLES PALM1YER PHILLIPS, Secretary.

I. Baker Brown, Esq., the London Surgical Home.
186. Harley Street. Cavendish Sauare. W..Januarv 10th. 1867.

Sin,-I have no hesitation at once in stating, as
Senior Surgeon and founder of the London Surgical
Home, that the institution is not open for the recep-
tion of females of unsound mind, and in no papers or
advertisements issued or published by authority has
it ever been stated so. During last year, one pa-
tient, a servant of , was taken in as suffering
from hysteria. I immediately discovered she was of
unsound mind, and, as quickly as possible, had her
removed to Hanwell Asylum. I am, etc.,

I. B. BROWN.
Charles Palmer Phillips, Esq.
*** Mr. Baker Brown must feel highly favoured

that a special reporter should have been despatched
from Printing House Square to describe his in-
stitution. We presume, however, that the state-
ment made in the report was furnished to that
gentleman by some one officially connected with
the Home. The profession will take note of Mr.
Brown's anouncement, that no patient of un-
sound mind has been cured of the disorder by clitorid-
ectomy, in the Surgical Home. It was understood
that such cures were the striking proofs of the effl-
cacy of that procedure.

VACCINATION GRANTS.
SiR,-Your's has been the first, and as yet the

only, medical journal which has given any intima-
tion of the intention of the Privy Council to maker
grants for successful vaccination, and with a view to
encourage the more perfect protection of the popula.
tion from small-pox. Your statement has been veri-
fied by the appearance of a Privy Council inspector
in this neighbourhood; and I hear of a pretty sum
having been granted, or promised, to a neighbouring
contractor. But, as yet, I have heard nothing of the
matter personally. When will the regulations be
issued, and on what system will the grants be made ?
I and many others are awaiting them with some na-
tural impatience. I am, etc.,

A PUBLIC VACCINATOR.

CITY OF LONDON LYING-IN HOSPITAL. This charity
held its annual general court on Wednesday. The
receipts during the year had been £1,833: 3, but it
was to be regretted that the expenses had amounted
to .X2,186: 8: 2, and to meet which 2500 had been
obtained on loan from the bankers, and which sum
the committee are, unfortunately, at present, unable
to repay.
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