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FUTURE PROVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICES IN WALES.
THE report1 of the Welslh Consultative Council on tlle
provision of medical and allied services in Wales has now
been issued. We were able last week (p. 781) to give an
outline of the report and of its principal recommenda-
tions, to which little can be added except with regard to
the recommendations for Nortih Wales, wlhich is largely
a rural area. The Council recommends that the whole
of North Wales, with the northern portions of Brecon,
Cardigan, and Radnor, should be regarded as a single area,
with large' hospitals or institutes at three central places,
of which Bangor and Wrexham are specified. There
should also be available for the area a large asylum or
mental hoome providing 1,000 beds, a mental deficiency
home providing 300 or 400 beds on a site away from the
asylum, a central tuberculosis sanatorium, with an ade-
quate number of beds for North Wales, convalescent
liomes and rest or holiday homes to meet, in particular,
thje needs of mothers after confinement, provision for the
blind and deaf, and for cripples, separate provision for
epileptics, a fever hospital in or easily reached from each
county, aswell as a small-pox, plague, cholera, and dysentery
hospital for North Wales. With regard to the local institu-
tions in tlle various areas of Nortlh Wales, it is recom-
mended that each should include, say, 20 beds for
medical and surgical cases, a maternity ward, a school
clinic, various clinics-for example, dental, tuberculosis,
venereal, pediatric, psychiatric-a fully equipped out-
patient department, and a hostel for nurses. " The staff
of such an institution should include a fully qualified
medical officer who, in addition to being the house-surgeon
and lhouse-physician, would also be in charge of the various
clinics. Tlle cases admitted to these hospitals would,
however, be followed througll by the general practitioners
concerned." Sucll an institution might serve contiguous
areas in the neighbouring counties. It is also recom-
mended that furtlher sclhool and other clinics should be
provided in suclh parts of a county as may not be con-
veniently served by the proposed local institutes; at these
clinics tlle nurse or nurses in tlle district should reside and
at least two beds should be available for such cases as
can properly be dealt with at such institutions. In the
selection of centres for these local clinics regard should be
had to the character of the locality and not merely to the
size of the population.

WELSH BOARD OF HEALTH.
Tlle Welshl Board of Health-is at present constituted as

follows: Sir Thomas Hughes (Clhairman), Dr. D. Llewelyn
Williams (Medical Member);' Mr. John Rowland, C.B.E.
M.V.O. (Deputy Controller of Insurance for Wales); Mr.
A. Lloyd Thomas (Housing Commissioner); with Mr.
Percy E. Watkins (Secretary, Administrative Officer for
Public Health and ex officio Member of the Board).

ADVERTISEMENTS FOR MEDICAL On'ICBRS.
The, Colchester Town Council on June 2nd discussed the

salary of the new assistant medical officer of health and
assistant school medical officer. The Education Com-
mittee recommended that a salary of £500 be offered for
the post, but Councillor Jarmin proposed that this recom-
mendation be sent back to the Education Committee for
further consideration. He said the retiring assistant
medical officer (Dr. Vercoe), wlho had served them well,
had been receiving £375 and £25 war bonus, and there
was no explanation, reason, or justification for increasing
the salary by £100 beyond the fact that medical journals
lhad refused to insert the advertisement unless £500 were
offered. He thought there should have been a more weighty
reason than that. Under their medical officer lhe thought
a junior medical man would have been sufficient for the
position, and there was no reason at 0il why a presumably
young man should be offered £100 more than their retiring
assistant medical officer. While they were turning down
applications for increases in all directions, he thought tlhat,
as a matter of sheer consistency, thley could not offer for a
new appointmzent a salary of £100 more than a very able
officer hlad been satisfied with. He moved that the recoin-
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mendation be referred back with the observation that £400,
including bonus, was sufficient commencing salary. Coun-
cillor Harris seconded. Alderman Blaxill (Chairman of
the Education Committee), after paying a tribute to tlhe
services of the retiring assistant medical officer, said it was
a fact that fmedical journals eaddeclioied to insert the
advertisement for an assistant medical ofuicer at a lesser
salary than £500. Otlher autlhorities, liowever, had lhad
difficulty in getting replies to advertisements offering
£450, and thle Committee felt, altlhotiglh they did not
like the attitude of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Or
other papers, that there was now more reason for tlhe
minimum salary suggested by those journals than on
the last occasion. The medical union was perlhaps the
strongest trade union &i the country. Many autlhorities
were offering, assistant medical officers considerably in
excess of £500. Dr. Vercoe lhad hiimself obtaiDed a post as
one of six assistants at Willesden at a salary of £710, risiDa
to £840; therefore, £500 did not seem an excessive fiaure.
Councillor Jarmin maintained that they were not neces-
sarily beaten because another authority had failed. He
obiected to dictation by a medical union as by any otlher
union. The amendment was lost by 15 votes to 9, and tlle
recommendation that £500 be offered was carried and
adopted.

SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PHYSICALLY AND
MENTALLY DEFECTIVE.

The Board of Education has issued a list' of certified
schools and institutions for blind, deaf, defective, and
epileptic children and young persons in England and
Wales. In England there are thirty-three day schools
for blind children-of which twenty one are in London
-and twenty-five residential schools. There are twentv.
nine day and twenty residential schools for deaf children.
London has eighty-four day schools and one residential
school for mentally defective children, compared with
eighty.eight day and nineteen residential schools in the
rest of England. For crippled cljildren there are fifty-
seven day and thirteen residential schools, thirty-six of
the former being in London. The smallness of the pro-
vision hitherto made for delicate children and those
suffering from tuberculosis is indicated in Section V;
there are only twenty-seven day open-air schools in
England and Wales; of these London has six. There
are in England six residential- schools for epileptic
children and two for children suffering from ophthalmia.
Wales has only seven day and two residential schools-
all situated in Glamorganshire-for the above mentioned
classes of children. Twenty-eight institutions in England
and one in Wales provide full-time courses of instruction
and preparation for a trade for cripples, epileptics, or the
blind. One institution-the Worcester College for the
Blind, at Whittington-is recognized by the Board of
Education for the higher education of the blind. Five
schools and classes for blind students, thirteen for deaf
students, and two for physically defective students, are
recognized under the regulations for technical schools.
A list is also given of approved boarding-out committees
for blind, deaf, defective, and epileptic children.

1 List 42. H.&. Stationery Office, 1920 (6d. net).

EDINBURGH ROYAL MATERNITY AND SIMPSON MIEMORIAL
HOSPITAL.

AT their meeting on Friday, May 28th, the directors of
the Edinburgh Royal Maternity Hospital confirmed the
appointment of Dr. R. W. Johnstone, Dr. James Young,
and Dr. Hugh S. Davidson to be assistant physicians to
the hospital. These are the- first appointments made
under the new arrangement concluded with the University
of Edinburgh for closer relations, especially for teaching
purposes. Tlle following are some of the clauses of the
agreement which has been reached by the two bodies:
The clinical medical staff shall include the professor of

midwifery ex officio, three physicians, an extra physician, and
four assistant physicians. These physicians and assistant
physicians shall be university lecturers. The professor of
pathology shall, ex officio, be pathologist to the hospital. The
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consultinig physician, consuilting surgeon, consulting obstet-
ricians, and the consulting ophtthalmic surgeon remain as
before members of the Medical Board, but are not included in
the clinical medical staff; there are also extern assistant
physicians appointed in connexion with certain associated
cispensaries..
The professor of midwifery shall, up to the age of 65, hold his

appointment during his tenure of the chair and shall be a
director of the institution.
As vacancies occur among the assistant physicians they shall

be duly advertised and the applications of candidates shall be
considered by a nomination board composed of four members
appointed by the directors of the Royal Maternity Hospital and
three members of the Faculty of Mediciine of the Untiversity.
Thlie names selected shall be submitted to the directors of
the Maternity Hospital for approval and appointment. Each
plhysician and assistant physician shall be appoitnted for five
-years. The renewal of an appointment shall not be automatic,
but only take place after due consideration by the directors.
No physician or assistant physician shall hold office alter the
age of 65.
The professor of midwifery shall be chairman of the clinical

medical staff, and all proposals in regard to teaching arrange-
ments in the hospital shall be submitted by them through him
for approval to the Faculty of Mfedicine and the directors of
the Maternity Hospital.
The clinics to students shall be limited as to numbers, and

shall be compulsory and recognized as an integral part of the
university course of midwifery. The clinics shall be open
to all registered medical students on payment of such fees
as may be fixed by the directors after consultation with the
University Court.
The professor of midwifery, besides having the general

direction of the lhospital and being responsible for the teaching
in the first quiarter, shall have the right of teaching in any of
the othier three quarters, the details to be arranged in consulta-
tion with the clinical medical staff.
The names of suitable candidates for the post of house-

surgeon shall be selected by the clinical medical staff and
submitted to the directors for approval and appointment.

It will be noted that the system by which* each
physician and assistant plhysician was in charge of the
hospital for one quarter of the year is in the main
retained in the new sclheme of working the institution;
the extra physician, lhowever, who is in charge of the
antenatal and venereal diseases departments is on duty
all the year round. It may be added that the position
of house-surgeon to the antenatal department and to the
extension of the hospital is now open to women medical
graduates and is at the present time held by one.

LIBERTON."
The Court of the University of Edinburgh at its meeting

on May 17th determined to give the name "Liberton " to
the site of 115 acres it has recently acquired to the south
of the city. It is understood that whilst it is intended to
transfer to the buildings to be erected at Liberton the
teaching of advanced clhemistry, it lhas not yet been decided
whlat other subjects (scientific and medical) may be dealt
wvith there-; nor has a name been settled on for the
buildings themselves, although the fact that His Majesty
the King has consented to lay the foundation stone next
montlh seems to su(fgest possibilities of nomenclature. Thle
Liberton site lies under the lee of Blackford Hill with
the Craigmillar Park golf course looking upon it. It has
W'est Mains Road as a northern and Braid Burn as a
southern boundary, and the Braid Hills lie to tlle west of
it. Further to the south is Liberton Tower and Upper
Liberton, whilst to the east are the hamlets of Liberton
Dams and Nether Liberton, with South Edinburgh
xeacliing out towards and passing between tlhem. To tlle
-soutl-east is Liberton itself, and the lands of Gracemount
andd St. Catherine's witli its famous " balm well"
The new site formcd part of the Barony of Liberton,

whiclh, in the sixteenth century, belonged to Mr. Clement
Little, who, by his gift in 1580 of some three hundred
volumes (not an inconsiderable number in those days),
founded the library of the university, soon afterwards to
be enriched by thle collection of the poet, William Drum.
mond, of Hawthornden. This same Clement, " Commissary
of Edinburgh," was instrumental in stirring up the town
zouncil to begin erecting the college buildIngs on the site

provided for the purpose (Kirk-of-Field) in 1582. So the
o!d buildings and these newest ones at Liberton are linked
togethier by him. There was also William Little, a kins-
man of Clement, who was Provost of Edinburgh in 1591;
be, too, assisted at the birth of the young university. He
was Laird of Over-Liberton, and-the family tomb in Grey-
friars Churchyard (wihin a stone's threw of the medical
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part of tlhe university) is a rather remarkablo structure.
It is, writes James Grant in his Old and New Edinburgh
(vol. ii, p. 382):

a mausoleum composed of a recumbent female figure, with
a pillar-supported canopy above her, on which stand four
female figures at the several corners; tlhe popular story is
that the lady [perhaps the Provost's wife] was poisoned by her
four daughters, whose statues were placed over her in eternal
remembrance of their wickedniess; but the effigies are in reality
those of Justice, Charity, Faith, etc. . . . and the object in
placing them there was merely ornamental.

The tomb was erected by a great-grandchild in 1683,
perhaps because that vear marked the first centenaryof
the university whiclh tlle Littles had done so much to
found. Littles and Little-Gilmours continued at Liberton
till recent times, and in one of Kay's Portraits (No. xxvi)-
that of Dr. John Brown, author of the Brunonian system
of medicine-tlhere is a miniature scene in the background
representing Mr. John Lamont, surgeon, Lord Bellenden
("playing on the fiddle "), Dr. William Cullen, Dr.
Alexander Hamilton, Professor of Midwifery, James
Graham (of the Temple of Health and Hymen, Pall
Mall), and "Mr. Little of Libberton." This must have
been etched about the close of the eighteenth century.

Liberton village was originally Lepertown, and its
situation on rising ground, about two and a half miles
south-east of the centre of Edinburgh, probably made it a
convenient place at which to segregate the sufferers from
the dreaded leprosy of the Middle Ages. Possibly also t-he
lepers may have got treatment at the Balm Well of
St. Catherine. The late Mr. Charles Green, the medical
and law publisher, was much interested in tliis well, which
was situated in hi.s property, and readily welcoimed plhysi-
cians and others desirous of seeing its black oily contents.
Hector Boece in his Latin History of Scotland (1526) de-
scribed the well, and John Bellenden (who himself spelled
his name also Ballantyne or Ballentyne) translated the
description.:
Nocht two milis fra Edinburgh is ane fontane, dedicat to

Sanct Eatrine, quhair sternis of oulie springis ithandlie with
sic aboundance, that, howbeit the samin be gaderit away, it
springis incontinent with gret aboundance. This oulie hes ane
singulare virtew aganis all maner of cankir and skawis.

There is a most interesting pampllet on The Oyly Well
by Matthew Mackail, an apotlhecary in Edinburgh and
afterwards an M.D. of Aberdeen, which was published in
1664. In his "Topographico Spagyricall Description of
the Oyly Well, at St. Catlharines-Chappel, in the Paroch
of Libberton," Mackail says:

Its profundity equalleth the length of a pike, and is alwaies
replet with water; and at the bottom of it th)ere remaineth a
great quantity of black oyl.in some veins of the earth....
His Majesty King James the Sixth, the first Monarch of Great
Britain, of blessed memory, had sucha great estimation of this
rare Well, that when he returned from England, to visit thisHis ancient Kingdom of Scotland, in anno 1617, he went in
person tosee it, and ordered that it should be built with stonesfrom the bottom to the top, and that a door and a pair of stairs
shoul(d be made for it, that meni mighlt have the more easie
access unto its bottom, for getting of the Oyl. Thlis royalcommand being obeyed, the Well was adorned and preserved
untill the year 1650, whenthat execrable Regicide and Usurper,Oliver Cromwell, with his rebellious and sacrilegious com-plices, did invade this -Kingdom; and not only deface such
rare and ancient monuments of Nature's handwork, but also
the Synagogues of the God of Nature.

Mackail has much to say of wells in general and of the
black fatness or Oyl" of St. Catherine's in particular;

but the modern reader will scarcely peruse his pamphlet
with patience, although he may note that lhe traced the
oil to Parret coal, "being frequent in these parts." Russel
Walker, in the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland, in more recent times deseribed Holy Wells in
Scotlaizd, including, of course, St. Catherine's, and the
Scottish Field for November, 1918, brought its storyquite
up to date. "As a balsam or aperient the oil lhas lost its
virtue"; and, as for its origisn, "in these matter-of-fact
days the appearance of the miraculousoil is attributed to
the fact that the well is sunk on the edge of the rich shale
field which was operated on by the Clippens Oil Company
at Straiton." There is a legend that James IV bathed
in-the wonder working " oyl " before marching south
to Flodden; but if so the balm failed to work wonders
for him,
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