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The proposal, occupying less than a dozen lines of tlle

report, ratlher suggests a desire on the part of the Council
to create a niclle in a lhomogeneous ideal medical service
for an awkward class of patient than a carefully considered
plan to meet the utrgent need there is in every large centre
of population for thle provision on ani adequiate and efficient
scale for patieuts able to pay the full cost of maintenance
(including nursing aud all clharges apart from medical fees)
and a moderate fee for medical atteudance. It is tlle in-
clusive cost that dominiates the situation: cheap nursing-
home accommodation alone is useless. In the report there
is no suggestion as to lhow, or by whom, the medical
charges are to be determined.
Provided that the patient can pay the economic cost of

maintenance, nursing, etc., in a large private institution
(whiclh at present is abouit £6 6s. a week), the need can be
met by the application of ordinary business principles, and
the problem solved without resort to clharitable or public
funds. It is, lhowever, essential tllat the medical pro.
fession in each large centre slhould take the initiative in
establishing a hospital for paying pakients on sound ethical
lines, and slhould retain control over all matters affecting
the admission of patients, the assessment of inclusive fees,
and tlle personnel of the medical staff. That a lhospital
of tllis kind can be successfullv establislhed St. Chad's
Hospital, Birmingham,' has demonstrated; upwards of
1,000 in-patients are now being treated there. What
Birminglham has done othler cities can equally well do
and do quickly.
The proposals of tlle Constultative Council, admirable as

they are in theory, involve such extensive reorganization
and such vast expenditure of public funds, that much time
must necessarily elapse before tlhey can fjilly materialize.
Any alternative which will satisfy quickly part of the
requirements of their suggested complete medical service
without interfering witlh tlhe sclheme as a wlhole, and
without making any demands upon the public purse,
should be welcomed on tllese grounds alone. Wlhether
tlle provision of self-supporting wards as part of tlle
lhospital accommodation of secondary lhealtlh centres would
prove altogetlher satisfactory is open to doubt. Many dif-
ficulties in connexion witlh suclh a scheme present thel-.
selves to one's mind. Destructive criticism is, however,
of little value unless a better alternative can be devised,
and this, I firmly believe, would be the establislhment
in each large centre of private institutions run on the
lines of St. Chlad's, in wlhicll there is a com-bined desire
on the part of the shareholders and the medical staff to
bring the whole cost of expert medical treatment within
tlhe reaclh of people of moderate mieans without resort to
charity or outside assistance of any kind.-I am, etc.,

WILLIAm BILLINGTON, M.S.Lond., F.R.C.S.
Birmingham, June 1st.
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The Position of Genieral Practitioners.
SIR,-Your sketch of this important and long-looked-for

report is most -welcome, and slhould encourage every
medical and dental practitioner to invest the sixteen pence
necessary in order to obtain the document and to give it
the fullest detailed consideration. There are, however,
three questions wlichl seem to juimp at once to the eye,
and will prove probably to be fundamental.

1. The meclical profession in 1910 decided bv about 80 per
cent. vote not to approve placing any domiciliary or institu-
tional clinical service iunder the control of the county or
county borough medical officer of health. Is it of a different
opinion now?

2. Wlhat inducemenits or facilities are offered to the general
practitioner to make the part-time State service one for pre-
ventive treatment, and not, as heretofore, one for curative
treatment only ?

3. Seeing thlat a general practitioner service is said to be the
fouindatioin on which to build ani institutional service, how is it
proposed to draw in those practitioniers (50 per cent. -of the
profession) who disapprove of the State Insurance aud Poor
3Law medical services, and who, consequently, wvill keep their
patients away from any contact with the same?
For obvious reasons I sign myself-
May 31st. GENERAL PRACTITIONER.

CIVIL. MOTOR AMBULANCE SERVICE.
SIR,-Tlie report issued by the Consultative Council of

the Ministry of Health embodies recommendations which
will necessarily entail a considerable increase in the work

of transport of the sick and injured in this country, and
the Council draw special attention to the necessity foi
an ambulance service.

I am happy to say that the Joint Council of the British
Red Cross Society and the Order of St. John has been able
to anticipate this demand, and lhas during the past twelve
months established over 300 motor ambulance stations
tlhroughout the country. That the need existed for an
efficient ambulance service even before the establishment
of the system of linked hospitals foreshadowed in the
report, is shown by the fact that though a large proportion
of the ambulances lhave been in service for only a few
montlhs, they have already been the means of transporting
over 12,000 cases.
The administration of our ambulances lhas been delegated

through county directors to local organizations or public
health authorities as circumstances dictated, but central
control of the service is maintained at lhead quarter:,
and we are tllus in a position to develop and extend th 3
schleme on such lines as may prove most desirable to met
the needs of a co-ordinated lhealtlh service.-I am, etc.,

ARTHUR STANLEY, Chairman.
Joint Council British Red Cross and

Order of St. John,
19, Berkeley Street, W. 1, May 29th.

THE GENERAL PRACTITIONER AND THE
HEALTH SERVICES.

SIR,-I have read with surprise the letter under the
above hleading written by Mr. William Paterson, M.B.,
Ch.B.Edin. Thle tenor of his letter is decidedly unfortu-
nate. Everything that has been done towards ameliorating
the health of the community appears to be wrong, pre-
-sumably because lie does not agree witlh it. Is tllis atti-
tude brought about by a subconscious fear tllat the " so-
called health services" have proved of greater utility, and
lhave done their work more thoroughly, than the average
general practitioner, and that the ruling powers recognize
this and tlleir growing strength?

Perlhaps it is symptomatic that a medical man should
call a fellow practitioner-who, incidentally, lhas lhad an
extended and specialized training-a scavenger. I cannot
fathom why the whole-time medical man in the health
serTice should be the butt for the enmity of a certain type
of man in another brancll of tlle profession. He is already
called upon to bear more than hlis share of the kicks
and considerably less than his slhare of the lhalfpence.
(I judge upon the average life and earnings of a panel
practitioner.) Even -though they be scavengers, they are
nevertlheless lhard-worlied whole-time practitioners in tlhe
service of their country's government and working for that
country's good. From lhumble beginnings they lhave raised
the " so-called health services " into a living, complicated,
and efficient organization. Can the same be said of the
panel system, and if it can, why the present agitation for
greater efficiency? Be it noted that this agitation has had
no reference to the established public healtlh services, but
to the services rendered under the Insurance Act.

If the general practitioners had, as a body, worked with
the health authorities, ratlher than against them, relations
would have been more harmonious, proceedings more
effective, and the profession would have gained much
needed dignity and cohesion. Healtlh work slhould un-
doubtedly be a part of a private practitioner's duty. It
is easier for him to advise and to see that advice is
followed than it is for the administrative official. How
many, of them put the easv tlheory into hard practice?
A letter suCh1 as that alluded to is pernicious. Par-

ticularly is it so wlhen appearing in the official organ of
the Britislh Medical Association. The prominence given
to the letter is suagestive of the Association's attitude
towards the whole - time medical - or should I say
scavenging ?-services.
The cordial co-operation between private practitioners

and whole-time public lhealth service men is a consumma-
tion devoutly to be desired. It is for the majority to sliow
the way, but the way is not that taken by the Honorary
Secretary of the Willesden Branch.-I am, etc.,

OSCAR M. HOLDEN, M.D., D.P.H.,
Medical Officer 6f Health, County

May 31st. Borough of Dewsbury.
The universal custom of the press would, we should

have thought, have made it unnecesary to state that the
opinions expressed in a letr published in the BRrrlsu
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MEDICAL JOURNAL are those of tlle writer, and do not in
any way commit eitlher the Association or tlle JOURNAL.
'T'he correspondence columns of the JOURNAL are intended,
so far as space permits, to be a forum for discussion and
free expression of individual opinions.

THE PKRMEABILITY OF THE MENINGES TO
ARSENIC.

SIR, - Intraspinal injections of atoxyl (Magallias,
Congres International de Medecin, Lisbon, 1906, Part II,
p. 304) and neo-kharsivan (Marsllall, BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL, May 22nd, 1920, P. 702) lhave been recommended
in the treatment of sleeping sickness, presumably. on tlhe
assumption tllat organaic arsenic compounds *do not per-
meate the meninges. I tlherefore wvislh to state that I
found arsenic in the cerebro-spinal fluids of experimental
donkeys after treatment witlh atoxyl (Ann. Trop. Med.
and Parasit., 1908, vol. ii, p. 327). Out of eiglht donkeys
examined, seven contained arsenic in the cerebro-spinal
fluid in approximately the same concentration as in the
blood serum.-I amii, etc.,

Ml. NIERENSTEIN, D.Sc., Ph.D.,
University of Bristol, May 29th. Lecturer in Biochemistry.

SMALL-POX IN SCOTLAND.
SIR,-In your issue of May 22nd, page 721, it is stated

tlat over 4,000 persons accepted the offer of free vaccina-
tion in 1901. The correct number should have been
over 400,000. I personally revaccinated over 2,000 at that
time.

Practically one-half of. the population of Glasaow was
revaceinated, and in the second epidemic not a single case
of small-pox occurred amongst the 400,000 who had been
revaccinated. It was an experiment on a large scale.-
I am, etc.,
Erdington, Birmingham. May 30th. R. ANDERSON, M.D.

MEMIORIAL TO SIR VICTOR HORSLEY.
SIR,-I anm very glad to be able to announce tlhat the

scheme for providing a menmorial of Sii Victor Horsleyhas now been given a definite start The nucleus of a
comlimittee lhas been formed, with Sir Clharles Ballance as
clhairman, Sir Frederick Mott and Dr. H. H. Tootlh will
act as lhonorary treasurers -ro tern., and Sir Arbuthnot
Lane will act as joint secretary with myself. Lady
Horsley lhas witlhdrawn any objection slhe lhad previously
expressed, and it is hoped to found a lectureship bearing
Sir Victor Horsley's name, probably under the auspices of
the University of London, but all details lhave yet to be
formulated by the much larger committee which is in
course of formation. I need only add tllat the names
of any persons associated with any branclh of work in
wlhich Sir Victor Horsley was interested who wish to
take part may be sent to me or Sir Arbuthnot Lane.
In view of the many appeals now before the medical

profession and the public it is not intended to ask for any
very large subscriptions, but it is hoped that the number
of subscribers will be otherwise large enough to provide
the sum required.-I am, etc.,

EDWARD J. DOMVILLE.
Symondsbury. Bridport. Dorset, AMay 28th.

atiixer'MieiI _aOt tgte.s.
UNIVERSITY OF CAAIBRIDGE.

AT a congregation held on May 21st the following medical
degrees were conferred:
M.B. .]B.CH.-F. J. Bennett, J. V. Bates, R. A. Woodhouse.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
THE following candidates have been approved at the examina-
tions indicated:
THIRD M.B.. B.S.-*G. B. Dowling, +G. E. Elkington, §G. P. B.

Huddy, 3M. Marcus, 13J. P. Ross (University Medal), *G. M. J,Slot, I. M. Abd-EI-Said. B. W. Armstrong, E. M. Atkinson,Marjorie Back. C. F. Beyers. J. A. Birrell. W. R. Blore, T. G. D.
Bonar, Ella M. Britten, W. W. K. Brown, E. E. Carter, D. G.Churcher, W. H. Coldwell, H. C. Cox, R. Coyte. Joyce E. Craggs,E. I. Davies, Sarah H. Davies. H. A. De Morgan. C. Y. Eccles..A. Eidinow, T. L. Ellis, A. Evans, J. Fanning, Kathleen Fit Id,Alice M. Grifflths, E. F. Guy. H. L. Heimann, C. B. E. Hering-ton, C. L. Hower, N. H. Hill, G. 0. Hume, D. Hunter, H. F.Kerby G. E. Kidman, J. V. Landau, B. S. Lindsay, N. P. L.Lumb, H. M. C. Macaulay, P. G. MoEredy, S. F. Mahmood, Ida

C. Mlann, J. P. Padshah. Dprothy Pantin. W. W. Payne, N. A. M. -
Peterson, Norah D. Pinkerton, Beatr-ice D. Pullinger, A. L. H.){ackham. H. E. Reburn, Frances E. Rendel, Esther Rickards.H. C. Rook, T. 0. Russell. E. J. Samuel. P. D. Scott, J. V. A.Sinmpson, J. B. Thackeray, J. A. van Heerden, A. S. Wakely,R L. Walker. M. J. T. Wallis, L. H. W. Williams, F. E. S.Willis, Jane E. Wood, W. Yeoman.

Distinguished in MMedicine, f Pathology, +'Forensic, § Surgery,

UNIVERSITY OF ST. ANDREWS.
oor2ar-y Degrees.

AMONG the lhonorary degrees to be conferred at the publiograduation ceremony on July 2nd are the degree of LL.D. onDr. Leon Fredericq, for nearly forty years Professor of, Patbo-,logy in the University of Liege, Belgium; Mr. W. J. Matheson,'president of the biological laboratory at Brooklyn, and scientificadviser in chemistry to the Board of Health for the city of NewYork, and Dr. Norman Walker, His Majesty's inspector of.anatomy for Scotland and direct representative of the pro.fession in Scotlanid on the General Medical Council.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF EDINBURGH.A QUARTERLY MEETING of the Royal College of Physicians ofEdinburgh was held on May 4th, Sir Robert Philip, President,in the chair.
Dr. Andrew Graham Ritchie was elected a Fellow, and-Dr. George Sandison Brock, M.B.E., Dr. Chung Yik Wang, andDr. Thomas Frederick Corkill were elected members.The Lister Fellowship for Original Research was awarded toDr. G. W. Marshall Findlay.
The subject of the essay for the next competition for theprize founded by the late Dr. Joiin Parkin is " On the curativeeffects of carbonlic acid gas or othler forms of carbon in cholera.for differeint forms of fever and other diseases." Essays mnustbe received not later than December 31st, 1920, by the Secretaryof the College, from whom full particulars can be obtained.Th'e prize is of the value of £100, anid is openi to competitors ofall niationjs, but the essay must be written in English.

DR. J. G. ADAMI, C.B.E., F.R.S., Vice-Chancellor of the
UIniversity of Liverpool, and lately Strathcona Professor of
Pathology and. Bacteriology in McGill University, Mon.
treal, lhas been elected to an honorary Fellowship at
Christ's College, Cambridge, of whiclh he was formerly a
scholar.
THE Minister of Health has appointed Mr. Llewelyn

Williams, M.C., F.R.C.S., D.P.H., to be Medical Mcmbej,
of the Welsh Board of Health with the status of a Senior
Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health. Dr. Mereditl
Richards, who has been acting temporarily as Medical
Member of the Welsh Board of Health, has been appointed
to the head quarters establishmiient of the Ministry of
Health.
MR. H. LLOYD WILLIAMS, MI.R.C.S., L.D.S., has been

appointed a justice of the peace for the county of
Middlesex.
DR. A. F. HURST will deliver the Croonian Lectures

before the Royal College of Physicians this lnonth. The
first lecture will be given on June 10th at 5 p.m. The
subject is the psychology of the special senses and theilhysterical disorders.
AT a mieeting of the Royal Sanitary Institute at Lincoln,

on the evening of June l1th, a discussioln on the develop-
ment of maternity and ellild welfare work in a smnall
county borough will be opened by Dr. J. C. Cole, M.O.H.
Lincoln.
DR. WILLIAM M. PARSONS, of Maniehester, New Hamp.shire, the oldest medical practitioner in New England, has.

celebrated his 94th birthday; during the day he attended
as usual to patients coming to consult him.
DR. W. BRAMLEY TAYLOR, J.P., honorary librarian to

the Society of Apothecaries of London, has received from-tlhe King of the Belgians the Me6daille du Roi Albert 'for
continuous services rendered to Belgian refugees in
Weybriclge during the five years of the war.
THE Bromley Division of the British Medical Association

arranged a golf tournament for doctors living in the
Division. The meeting was held at Langley Parli Golf
Club by kind perm-ission of the committee on Thursday,May 27th. The competition was a handicap round against
bogey. The result was: First, Dr. Soper (6), 1 down;
second, Drs. HIawke (13) and Stilwell (12), 3 down. Drs.
Tennyson Smith, Wynne Thomzas, Randell M. Curtis,
Umney, Clements, Ilott, Colyer, Blake, Henshaw, Bailey,
Cogswell, Michael, Glddings, and Colonel Smith, R.A.M.C.,
also played.
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