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similar findings, mutually confirmatory, had been arrived
at independently by two groups of investigators, has been
construed as an implication that priority was claimed by
me for Majors Gibson and Bowman and Captain Connor.
No such implication was intended. Though Captain
Wilson's work was not considered by Sir John Rose
Bradfotd to be- sufficiently complete to justify publication
unitil the latter part of January, 1919, this officer had been
successful in making " Noguchi " cultures of what appears.
to have been the same organism some months before this
was done by,Gibsoin, Bowman, and Connor.
At the same time, full credit for independent and original

work must be given to the latter workers, who were un-
aware that the " Noguchi " technique had already been
employed in cultiure work in influenza. As the paragraph
in question has already given rise to misunderstanding, I
hope that, in justice to Captain J. A. Wilson, this letter
may ie given early publicity.-I am, etc,,

S. L. CuMrINs, Colonel A.M.S.,
March 19th. Adviser in Pathology, B.E.F., France.

MEDICAL RECONSTRUCTION.
SIR,-The profession is about to be reformed, and in its

own interest and' reputation had botter assist. The
nation desires disease prevention, and, when that is im-
possible, its efficient treatment. The present system is, the
more disease the more money for the trade; prevention
and efficiency would interfere with trade profits; the pro-
fession should shut up shop.
The easiest road to a national health service is by an

extension of the insurance service. In connexion with
hospitals it is time to abolish charity and honorary staffs.
The working classes do not exist for the purpose of pro.
viding experience to be utilized for the benefit of the rich.
Citizen hospitals should be the nuclei of local medical ser-
vices. Opportunity for efficiency must be available for all
doctors. The popularity of the service will depend on its
efficiency. Doctors lack time off and pensions. Down with
trading, up with science.
Let us have unity in the profession, by the British

Medical Association and the Medico-Political Union joining
together-the one for science, and the otlher for professional
unionism.-I am, etc.,
Wigan, March 24th. FERDINAND REES, M.D.

THEI COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.

gSm,-I am standing as a candidate for the Council of
the Royal College of Surgeons of England in the interests
of general practitioners. I am a Fellow in general
practice, and feel that at the present time it would be
a help to the College and to the medical profession to
have someone on the council who had a knowledge of
general practice.

I am quite independent and belong to no association.-
I am, etc.,
London, W., March 24th. J. F. JENNINGS, F.R.C.S.

ACTING RANK AND GRATUITIES.
IN the SUPPLBMENTS of January 4th and January 18th,
1919, we drew attention to the injustice caused to many
Territorial medical officers by first changing their higher
temporary rank to equivalent acting rank, and then pre-
scribing by Army Order that acting rank would not count
in the assessment of gratuity. We are very glad to be
able to state that this grievance has now been removed.
An Army Order dated March 11th, 1919, lays down that

for the assessment both of the gratuity under Article 497
of the Pay Warrant and of the war gratuity under Army
Order IV of February 11th, 1919, officers will be granted
the benefit of any acting rank held by them at any period
during their service subject to the following conditions:

(a) That such acting rank has been held during the present
War fqr an aggregate period of not less than 182 days, and has
not been relinquished owing to misconduct or causeswithin the
officer's own control; or

(b) That such acting rank, or the' pay thereot, under A.C.I.
1251-of 1917, was relihquished owing to a wound received in
and by military service; or
(#),That the officer became non-effective owing to a disability

caused or aggravated, in the first instance, by military serviee
while holdIng such acting rank.

If the acting rank held-by an officer has varied during
the period or periods which render him eligible for the
gratnity under (a), any- period- less that 182 days in a
higher rank. will count towards the 182 days' qualifying
period in the next or lower rank. Unpaid acting rank does
not entitle an officer to a higher rate of gratuity. Where
an. officer -receives permission to retain higher rank. than
the temporary or substantive rank held by him at the- date
of the termination of his service, the gratuity.will.. e
assessed on the basis, of such higher rank. Officers en-
titled to gratuity at a higher rate under the conditions laid
down in (a) must submit a claim to the agent or paymaster,
supported by a certificate showing the periods during
which they held the acting rank in respect of which tii-
higher rate is claimed. Officers wishing to claim gratuiity
at a higher rate under (b) or (c) must apply direct to the
Secretary, War Office (Accounts, 1, Agents) supporting
their claim by full particulars.

It will be seen that the new Army Order applies to many
other R.A.M.C. officers beyond. those of the Territorial
Force whose case was dealt with in our previous articles.

NAVAL GRATUITIES.
The British Medical Association is informiied by the

Accountant-General of t,he Navy that approval has now
been given for the payment- to Temporary Surgeon Lieu.
tenants, R.N., of a naval discharge gratuity of £60 fdr
each year's service, or part of a year's service, subject to
a minimum of two months' pay (£67 2s;) as provided for In-
existing regulations.

W. VICARY SNOW, M.D., F.R.C.P.LOND.,
Consulting Physician, Boyal Victoria Hospital. Bournemonth.

DR. VICARY SNOW, who died on March 10th at the age of 78
was one of the makers of Bournemouth as a health resort,
and was a prominent figure in the professional life of Dorset.
shire. He studied inedicine at University College, which
then had a teaching staff of exceptional brilliancy. He
took the diploma of M.R.C.S. in 1864, graduated M.B.Lond.
with honours in 1865, and M.D. in 1866. He was admitted
M.R.C.P.Lond. in 1870, and was elected a Fellow in 1899.
He served the office of house-physician at University
College Hospital, and was for sorne time resident medical
officer of the Kent County Ophtlhalmic Hospital. He
then settled at Bournemouth, where for many years he
had a large practice. He was consulting plhysician to the
Royal National Sanatorium for Consumption and Diseases
of the Chest. He was a recognized authority on pulmonary
tuberculosis, and his opinion on clhest cases was highly
valued by hiis colleagues. He was the author of publica.
tions on the contagiosity of phthiisis (BRITISH MEDICAr
JOUItNAL, 1884); the treatment of consumption (1891)
and -the climatic treatment of consumption and the open-
air treatment of phthisis (Tran8actionh of the Briti8h
Congreas on ''Tuberculosi8, 1901). He& was a president of
the British Balneological and Climatological Society. He
retired from practice a few years ago.

Dr. Snow was a past-president of the Dorset and WVest
Hants Branch of the Association, and to the end of his life
took the keenest interest in its progress and prosperity.
He was president of the Therapeutic Section at the annual
meeting of 1891. He was a man of simple and somewhat
reserved manner, with a lofty ideal of professional dignity.
He never deviated from what he considered the "righit patlh.

Dr. JOHNSON SMYTH, who represented the Council of the
Association at his funeral, writes: " Dr. Snow had the rare
gift of maintaining friendships with those from whom he
differed most keenly in things medical. The younger men
here really regarded hlim with veneration, and they spoke
of him as 'Dmr old Snow.' He attained high honour in
the profession of his choice, but in any profession his high
intelligence and industry would have carried him to a high
place. His bretlhren at Bournemouth are the poorer for
his loss."

T. V. DE DENNE, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
Sidwnouth.

THOM.AS VINCENT DE DENNE, whio died on Marchl 17th, was
thle third, hon of 'Mr. W.Denne, F,R.C.S, well knpwn for
many year-s as the -first'medical superintendent of -thei
Three Coun-ties Asylum, Ailesey, Bedfordshire.- The son
received his early education at Bedford Gramn3aP School.
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