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ending October 14th the mortality-rate (reduced, to an
annual rate per mille) was 430.8, the worst week in Bombay
similarl:y expressed showing 257.17. From a -more recent
issue of our cdntemporary we gatlher that by the first week
of Decem-ber -the Bombay mort&lity-rate hlad fallen to the
normal level, the total deatlhs for that week amounting
to 590, an annual rate per mille of 31.32.

THE }{unterian Oration will be delivjerqE- before the
Rloyal College ;of Surgeons of England >at 4 p.mll. on
February 14tlh by Major-General Sir Anthbony A. Bowlby,
IS.C..M.G.-, K,C.-V.0., C.B., A."ALS,-;

THE French Acade6nie dees Sciences h1as-e16cted Major-
General Sir Davd Bruce, 1i., F.R.S., ,t',e a foreign
correspondent, ii, the Secti.q of. Medicine and Surgery.
The election wa's -made at,the first scrutiny, wlien Sir
David Bruce received 26 out of 32 votes.

HIAVING completecd twenty ye'ars' serVice on ,the full staff
of St. George's Hospital, Sir Hurmpliry folleston, K.C.B.,
lhas, according to thie regulation s, ceased to be plhysician.
Instead of automatically becomiiinu consulting physician4
wlhiclh up to the preselnt time lhas been! the unbroken rule,
the lhouse committee of the hospital, on the recoinmenda'
tion of hiis colleagues, has appointed him Emeritus Physi-
cian for his lifetime, with the privilege of using cases in
the wards for clinical teachiing.

A SPECIAL CLINICAL MiEETING OF THE
BRITISH MiEDICAL "ASSOCIATION.

London, April, 1919.
THE n&t6niaArt anniual mneeting of the British Medical
A cimn far the dadiiono [; zd scentific
suib &ha14s.nqt been hel,ddurng th,e last Xur -year;
T1i} wM* lnbec iAinne ia,4.y after, tlie, anipal. general
meeting-at Aberdeen in J-uly, 1914; it lhad heen 'Atranj-ed
that the meeting.. in the following vear should take place
in Cambridge- ndertAhe4eVieidency of 'Sir Clifford Allbutt,
Re-gs;iMr- fos of PlhyYic; in the; University. The
ilmmlense strail- uiponl thle medical yrof ssion produced
by the war rendered it inadvisable to attempt to hold
an annual meetinig in 1915, and tbe University of
Camb-dgewasso denuvded of staff and accommodation
that it-wotld have been unable to maintain the invitation,
even if it-- liad been considered- wi-se -to hlold a Wneg
at all. Thie question of when -the next annueal general
meeting-slhould be h1eld las iben under consideration-since-
the suspension of hostilities, but Sir Clifford Allbutt
has been compelled to say that CamAbridge would not
be able to arrange for a meeting to be lheld there this
summer, as it would be-lhopeless to expect university work
to be in going order so soon. He was, -however, able to
add that Cambridge looked -forward to- entertaining the -

Association in 1920. -In tlese circumstances-the suggestion
arose thiat a special mieeting might be arranaed by the
Association tllis year for the discussion of clinical and
scientific subjects, but on a smaller scale as to sections than
at a fully organized annual meeting.
This suggestion was cordially approved by the Presi-

dent, and at a meeting at the lhouse of the Association on
January 1461h he was able;to lay tihe proposition before tlhe
Director-General of tlho Army Medical Service and. repre-
sentatives of4 the Medical Service-R.N., of the Air Force
Medical -Service, of te Medical Services of Dominion
Forces, alad of the Tiiited States., With Sir Clifford
Allbutt at tiis meeting were the dhirman of Council,
the Chairman of the"presentAtive Meeting, and, tlhe
Treasiurer. Sir Clifford Allbutt, jin opening the pro-
ceedings, said that thbe--British Medical Association, in
common.- with other ientific bodies, felt that tle time had
come to rel y-old t ad make -plans for reconstruc-
tion, -but lie Aded t-lhat for the reaso's alread mentionedI

it lhad not been considered advisable to hold a full-dress
meeting this year. Tle-suggestion tlhat a shlort scientific
meeting should be lheld this year in London, without -any
attempt at a large organization or- elaborate entertain-
ments, had much to commend it. The idea was that the
opportunity slhould be taken to set fortlh the work done
during the war, and that every effort shlould be madle to
ecure the pre pnce of the leaders of mnedical andl scieiitific
w.qck in the forces-before they r-eturned to civiliani duties
in different parts bf the world.-

D3r. J. A. Macdonald, Chiairma'n of Council, saithat tlle
main object of such a meeting wtould be to briti6 toaetlher
liritisli workqers at home -and from' the Dorilinions and
medical visitors from the United States, to 'garner the
kno'wl6dged and ,.,ideas from'.those who during recenti
troubled years hbad studied. war .nedicine and surgery
from many points of.;view. -.,The independent:criticisms
of overseas workers would- be particularly helpftl a'nd
stimulating. The object of the mneeting la§ to obtain tlhe
viewsE of tlhose best acqulainted with' tle circumsta'nces as
tb the feasibility of hlolding s-ch' a meeting, and as to the
most appropriate date.

Lieut.-General Sir John Goodwvin, K.C.B., 3D.G. A.M.S.,
expressed the opinion that it was iQst desirable that
such a. congress slhould be lheld. A greatl:.. amount
of scientific worlk of the highest value lhad;'been done
during tlhe wa-r,-- and the results obtained were now,
being analysed. It would be an immense advantage for
the cards to -be put on the table, so -tlat what lhad been
done could be examined by all. In' tlis way'knowledge
would be furtlhered, and the water-tighlt comparttmients
between individual workers and groups of workers miglht
be broken down. He undertook tllat all possible facilities
slhould be given to assemble researel workers-fronr the
foreces- overseas.- It was reported thiat aletter lad -been
reived-from.- Lieub. Geeal Sir-Ci'C-.-H BuTtchaell,' K.C.B3.,
D;.(G.M..S.,-Fkan1ce, statitig that-the'proposal hlad his entire
sympatl atid that lie would be glad to co-opprate in any
way whiche ih e-'iu'l-is.'pw .

Colonel.A. M. Whaley-,- United, States liaison mediesl
officer. with' the- War Office, welcmd' 'the -ide 'mst
heartily on- behal-f of tle American medical offeers- serving
in Europe. Surgeon Coimander D. WV. Hewitt, C.M.G.,
A.D.'G. R.N., said that Sir William Norman, the Medical
Director-General, R.N., was much interested in the pro-
posal, and desired to promote it in every way; and Colonjel
C. T. M. :de Crespigny, D.S.O., A.A.M.C., Colonel l'. D).
Rudolph1. C.A.M.C., and .ieut.-Colonel Bernard- Myers.
N.Z.A.M0C., spoke on' bealf of' the- Autvallan,Canadiani4
and New Zealand Army. Medical Services'.in, support of
thie project, -which,- they said, woUld stronigly appeal td
Dominiioni mnedical officers. Allwere agreed that su1ch- ffi
imieeting would be of' the utmost vilue in 'cystaulizincg tliW
liknowledge gained during' the wvar. In view of -tle ap.,proaclhing departure of many medical officers, tlhe opinioni
was expressed that the meeting should be held as soo as
possible.

Colonel J. G. Adamiii, C.A.M.C., agreed with Sir Cliffor(d
Allbutt that the main feature of the meeting might well
consist of general reviews of the work done and its results,
followed by discussions. Lieut.-Colonel T. 'D. Barry,
R.A.F., who represented the Medical Administrator of
the Royal Air Force, supported the opinion that the meet-
ing,sliould take place early, on the ground that tl-eewoies
were now fullof their -subjects, and thehi experience was,
still ftE-1e in their minds.-

It was provisionally agreed that the meeting slhould'
be lheld early in April, and siosld last two or three days.
A General Committee.was appointed, together with two
subcomlfmittees, one Ato 'ihake general arrangements and
thle other- to dXraft ,a, p1rogramme of scientific work.
Lettersai pproving thle proposawl hlave been received from
Siir WVilliam Osler, IIagius PArofssor of Mlodicine, Oxfoed,
andl Major-General Sir Robert Jones, ~.B., Inspector of'
Special Military Surgery.
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