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medal. Most of his service vas spent in medical appoint-
ments under the Foreign Office.

BRIGADE SURGEON JOHN ALFRED ILLINGWORTH, late of the
Army Medical Department, died at Reading on June 6th,
1913. After taking the M.R.C.S. and L.S.A. in 1859, lhe
entered the army as Assistant Surgeon on June 13th, 1859.
He became Surgeon-Major in 1873, and retired witlh a step
of honorary rank on December 1st, 1880. He.served in
the New Zealand war of 1860-61, and on the North-West
Frontier of India, with the 7th Foot, in the Yusufzai
expedition of 1863-64, receiviDg the medals for these two
campaigns.

AND

POOR LAW AIEDICAL SERVICES.
SMALL-POX.

Isolation anid Maintenance of Contacts.
THE appearatice of a single case of small-pox in the Metropolitan
Borough of Poplar early in May has been followed by a special
report from the Public Health and Housing Committee on the
case in question, together with a report from the medical officer
of, health upon the isolation and maintenance of contacts.
There are indications throughout the country of considerable
anxiety on the part of Public Health authorities caused by the
increasing neglect of infantile vaccination. The case of small-
pox notified at Poplar occurred in a woman, aged 34, who had
not been vaccinated. 'Prompt measures of vaccination and
revaccination of the inmates in the infected house' and the
isolation of the case were taken, and there has been no spread
of the disease. It is pointed out that there is no enactment
which empowers a local authority to isolate and maintain
contacts. Whenever maintenance is carried out by such
authority upon the recommendation of the medical officer of
health the circumstances must at once be reported to the Local
Governmient Board and the reasons stated wvhy such recom-
mendationi has been made. The medical officer for Poplar
expresses the opinion universally accepted that a person who
has been in contact with a small-pox case, and who is immedi-
ately vaccinated or revaccinated, and has had his or her clothing
disinfected, is not dangerous to the public. Details are given
of the cost of the isolation and maintenance of contacts in the
borough of Poplar during the small-pox epidemic of 1901-2.
The cost, exclusive of certain items, such as wages and the
fitting up and furnishing of shelters, was over £1,500. Prompt
vaccination measures would obviate the necessity for such
expenditure. Without vaccination isolation and the costlv
naintenance of contacts may completelybreakdown. Although
the maintenance of contacts in Poplar was so extensively
adopted in 1901-2 the report says: " The isolation of the in-
mates was not satisfactorily effected, as in some instances
friends visited the houses and numbers of the residents of the
houses did not remain isolated, for at night time many of them
went out, and in some cases Nvent to places of amusement."
After very careful consideration of the question as to what
ineanis other than vaccination cani be relied on in the
place of vaccination the Royal Commission reported:
" We caln see nothing to warrant the conclusion that in this
country vaccination might safely be abandoned and replaced
by a system of isolation. If such a change were made in our
method of dealing with small-pox, and that which had been
substituted for vaccination proved ineffectual to prevent the
spread of the disease (it is not suggested that it would diminish
the severity in those attacked), it is impossible to contemplate
the consequences without dismay" (503). The relaxation of
authority bv the Government aind the invitation to exemption
now so extensively accepted by parents have been brought
about without any fresh inquiry into or impeachment of the
conclusion quoted above. Alu example on a small scale of the
possibilities which may result in an unvaccinated child com-
munity was afforded at Newhaven in Jainuary last, when three
"exempted" children in one family died on successive days
from haemorrhagic small-pox.

POOR LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION.
THE ainnual general meeting of the Poor Law Officers' Associa-
tion of England and Wales will take place at the rooms of the
Mledical Society of London, Chandos Street, W,, on Thursday,
July 3rd, at 3 p.m. After the completion of the usual business
papers will be read on the Present anld Future of the Poor LawIu,firmary, by Dr. C. Thackray Parsons, Medical Superinten(lent
to the Fulham Infirmary; and on the Poor Law Medical
Service and the Insurance Act, by Mr. E. J. Mott, Clerk to the
Fulham Guardians. Tea will be provided after the meeting, but
the usual annual dinner will not be held.

THE Vienna Association of Medical Practitioners
recintly organized courses of lectures on medical ethics.
The success of the experiment has been such that the
lectur2s are to be continued.

DR. E. MI. BROCKEBANK, Honorary Physician to the
Manchester Royal Infirmary, has been appointed Dean
of its School for Clinical Instruction.
THE French Minister of War has decided that to each'

section of hospital orderlies shall be assigned dogs trained
for military purposes, especially for findiing wounded men
in the field.
THE Medical Society of Giessen has voted a contribution

of 100 marks to the Lister- Memorial Fund. Subscriptions
may be addressed to the Honorary Treasurers of the
Fund, Royal Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly,
London, Wr.
THE Insurance Commissioners having issued regulations

vhereby the membership of the London Insurance Com-
mittee is increased to eighty, the. London County Council
becomes entitled to appoint two additional members and
one additional medical practitioner. On June 24th the
Council appointed Dr. R. M. Beaton as a medical member.
A VERY successful reception and conversazione was

given by the Royal Society of Arts at the Natural History
Museum, South Kensington, on Tuesday, June 17th. Lord
Sanderson and Sir Henry Trueman Wood received the
guests in the Central Hall, where selections of musia
were played by the band of the Royal Artillery, whilst
the band of tlho University of London Officers' Training
Corps performed in the Reptile Gallery, and an excellent
vocal and iustrumental concert was given during tho
course of the evening in the Shell Gallery.
AT the annual rlmeeting of the Medico-Psychological

Association of Great Britain and Ireland, which, as already
announced, will take place on July 16th and 17th at the
Irooms of the Medical Society of London, the morning of the
first day, We(dnesday, will be occupied by general business.
At the afternoon session on that day a presentation will be
made to Dr. H. Hayes Newington, a member for forty years,
President in 1889, and Treasurer since 1894. Dr. James
Chambers will then deliver his presidential address,
which will be followed by papers on traumatic neurasthenia
by Dr. H. Campbell Thomson, and on the clinical signifi-
cance of kcatatonic symptoms by Dr. Henry Devine. Tho
annual dinner wvill take place in the evening. On Thurs-
day morning papers will be read on the interpretation of
dreams by Dr. C. A. Mercier, on dysentery by Dr. Salter
Gettiiigs, and on the bacteriological examination of tlhe
urine in some cases of general paralysis by Dr. E. Barton
White. The report of a special coimmittee on the status
of assistant medical offlcers and the position of psychiatry
will also be discussed. In the afternoon the President
and Mrs. Chambers will give a garden party at tlle Priory,
Roehampton.
THE last meeting of the Royal Meteorological Society

for the session was held on June 18th, Mr. C. J. P. Cave,
President, in the chair. A paper by Mr. J. S. Dines was
read oln " Pilot Balloon Observations in Barbadlos, 1911-12. "
These balloon ascents were carried out by Professor J. P.
d'Albuqyerque and other gentlemen, on behalf of the joint
Upper Air Committee of the Royal Meteorological Society
an(d the British Association. Mr. H. W. Braby, a graduate
assistant in the Meteorological Office, read a paper on
"I The Harmattan Wind of the Guinea Coast." This is
a north-east wind which blows during the winter months
along the coast of Upper Guinea from French Guinea to
the Cameroons. It is exceedingly dry, and brings with it
fine sand with enters the crevices of doors and windows,
covering everything with a film of dust. The sun is
partially obscured, and distant objects become invisible.
This wind, which blows intermittently from November to
March, is locally known as " The Doctor." Its medical
virtues seem problematical; at any rate this remarkable
" doctor " would seem to have no faith in the therapeutic
properties of light or ventilation. Dr. E. C. Snow read a
paper prepared by himself and Mr. J. Peck on "Tho
Correlation of Rainfall."
THE annual dinner of the Medico-Legal Society was

held at the Holborn Restaurant on June 23rd. In the
absence of Earl Russell, the president of the society, the
chair was occupied by Sir WVilliam Collins. The toast of
the society was proposed by Sir Frances Champneys,
President of the Royal Society of Medicine, and Sir
William Collins, in responding, gave an interesting survey
of the history of the society, and paid a graceful tribute to
the yeoman services rendered by Sir John Tweedy and
Judge Walton. In the course of his remarks the chairman
alluded to the valuable part played by the society in what
might he termed the cross-fertilization of sciences, due to
the fact that it embraced medical, legal, and lay mlembers.
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