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THE MEDICAL FEDERATION (LTD.).
SIR,-Whatever opinions may be held as to the termiis on

which the profession should be willing to work under the
Insurance Act; whatever opinions as to the wisdolmi dis-
played by the Council of the British Medical Association
in their negotiations with the Chancellor; or as to the
respective merits of a method of payment in detail for
work as done or by capitation; or as to the chances of just
treatment the profession would have under a Conservative
instead of a Liberal Government-one firm conviction is
now everywhere avowed, that a strong combination for
purposes of mutual protection is essential for the main-
tenance of a profession to which the health of the nation
can rightly-or indeed, safely-be entrusted.
During the last two years the British Medical Associa-

tion has proved itself an organization sensitive to respond
to the opinions, and register the needs of members of the
profession scattered throughout the whole country; but it
was not built for times like these; it is not equipped for
voyages in such stormy seas. It can give us the organiza-
tion for combination, but having perfected that, it m-iust
fail in its provisions for muttial protection; its constituttion
forbids it. Even if it collects a voltutary fund ostensibly
for such protection, danger to its very existence threatens
the moment these funds are disbursed for such a
purpose.
And for somne years past the Association, knowing this,

has considered how best to obtain these protective
powers-on what lines its articles of association slhould
be altered or could be altered so that at the same time
these needed powers could be obtained and the Board of
Trade left satisfied.
And now, if the plan were ready, the ma-aclhinery of its

constitution is such that it must take two years and more
before the new articles could be enforced; and that is
useless to the profession in its present crisis.
Only one way out presents itself-namely, the formation

of a new company, independent of the Association at first,
possessincg all its present powers and the additional|
powers so greatly needed; the support of the whole pro-
fession for the company, and ultimately the absorption of
the Association by it.

In this way all the necessary protective and money-
raising powers can be obtained within the present year.
The Medical Federation, Limuited, has been formled and

registered for tllis purpose; it lhas received the most care-
ful consideration of emninent counsel, and comiibines powers
of protection with comuplete democratic control by its
members.-I am, etc.,
Westbury-on-Trym, Feb. 5th. Taos. M. CARTER.

The advice given in this columnl?71R for the assistanice of mizemlbers is
based ont miiedico-ethical principles generally recognized by the
professioni, butt muist siot be taken as representing direct findings
of the Central Ethical Commnittee, except wvhen so stated.

RELATIONS WITH UNQUALIFIED DENTISTS.
DE INQUIRENDO.-For a qualified dentist to have any pro-
fessional relations with his father who is practising as an
unqualified dentist would be uniwise, and if any accusations
should be made against him,. the son would have to show his
innocence. Thus, sharing a house or a waiting room or a
lock-up surgery, or allowing his plate to appear upon -his
father's house, might be regarded as evidence of the
existence of p)rofessional -relations.

FEES TO AGENTS.
T. A. G. writes that some time ago lie engaged a locumtenent
through a local agent by telephone at £5 a week, to include
all charges. Some time later, meeting the same locumtenent
in charge of a neighbouring practice, he engaged him again
to take charge for him for another week. He has now
received an account of one gninea from the agent, being
]Os. 6d. for each occasion. He wishes to know whether he is
compelled to pay on either, or both, occasions, as during the
twenty years he has been in practice he has never yet had

such a claim made, although he has repeatedly employed the
services of a locumtenent.

Legally, ani agent can only claim commission from one
of the parties-either the principal or the locumtellen-t; but a,
custom has grown up of late years to make a charge to the
principal of a certain amount, as a " booking fee " or " oftice
expenses," and if the principal has been informed of this, the
agent would be entitled to recover it. Our correspondent
would probably have to pay half a guinea for the first. occa-
sioil, but we doubt whether the agent is entitled to claim the
secon(d half guiiiea.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
THE result of the January examination was anniouniced oni
Januarv 27th, 1912. There were 38 candidates, the first 12
being admitted as lieutenants on probation with effect from
January 27th, 1912.
The names of the successful candidates with the marks

obtained by each out of a possible total of 5,100 are given below,
together with their degrees and medical schools:

Name. Degrees, etc. Medical School. Marks.

R. H. Candy M.B., B.S.Lond., London Hospital 3,447
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

P. J. Veale... M.B., B.S.Lond. Bristol University 3,376
and University
College Hospital

H. Hingston M,B., B.S.Lond. Westminster Hospital 3,358

J. C. Bharucha ... L.M. and S.Bombay, Grant Medical 3,338
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. College, Bombay, and

London Hospital
F. J. Anderson ... M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. St. Bartholomew's 3,254

Hospital
H. J. M. Cnrsetjee L.M.andS Bombay, Grant Medical 3,191

M.B., B.S.Cantab., College, Bombay,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Cambridge Univer-

sity. and London
Hospital

J. S. S. MIartin .. M.B., Ch.B.Edin. Edinburgh Universityj 3,094

P. F. Gow... M.B., Ch.B., University College 3,093
D.P.H.St. Andrews Medical School,

Dundee and
St. An.rews Univer-

sity
R. V. Morrison ... M.B., Ch.B.Edin. Edinburgh University 3,019

and Royal College of
Surgeons, Edinburgh

J. C. Dey'... M.B.Calcutta Calcutta Medical 3,006
College and

Westminster Hospital
J. W. Jones ... M.B., Ch.B.Glasg. Glasgow University 2,992
J. H. Hislop M. B., Ch.B.Glasg. Glasgow Universit3r 2,958'

GLASGOW MEDICAL UNITS (TERRITORIAL FORCE).
THE aninual gathering and presentation of prizes in connexion
with the Glasgow Units of the Roval Army Medical Corps
(Territorial Force) was held in the Repertory Theatre on the
evening of January 31st. The play was Wee Mlacgregor, and the
whole theatre was reserved for members of the units and their
friends. After the close of the second act the prizes gained
during the past year were distributed on the stage. Sir George
T. Beatson, M.D., K.C.B., the Administrative Medical Officer
for the Lowland Divisional Area, presided, and was accom-
panied by Major-General Spens, C.B., commanding the Low-
land Division, who presented the prizes, and by Lieutenant-
Cololnel W. F. Somerville, Lieutenant-Colonel A. D. Moffat,
Lieutenanit-Colonel R. T. Halliday, Lieutenant-Coloniel Alex.
Napier, and Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan, R.A.M.C., Maryhill.
Sir George Beatson, in reviewing the work of the year, said that
in the divisional area they were only short in numbers to the
extent of 2 officers and 17 men, having on the roll 198 officers
and 1,035 men, while they had the full complement of 360 nurses
enrolled. He thought these figures spoke well for their
patriotism. Then they had in the division 22 men and
66 women's voluntary aid detachments, numbering in all
2,711 persons enrolled during the past twelve months. Alto-
gether in training and other respects they had had a very
satisfactory year's work. They -had now received good equip-
meint of a technical kind, and the prospects for the coming
season were good. They hoped to be in occupation of their new
drill hall by the end of May, and they were much indebted to
General Spens and to the County Association for the firm stand
they had made to secure the suitable housing of the corps.

DR. J. J. GRAHAM BROWN will deliver the Morison
Lectures before the Royal College of Physicians, Edin-
burgh, on March 4th, 6th, and 8th, at 5 p.m. on each day.
The subject of-the lectures is Certain Aspects of Ataxia.
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