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after infection has taken place? That is the case for com-
pulsory infantile vaccination, and I regret that it has
seemed necessary to demonstrate the obvious.
When one who believes in the power of recent vaccina-

tion to protect from small-pox, and who is in a position of
authority in the public health service, puts forward the
View that " we need not be very concerned if we have to
abandon" this measure, he seems to assume a responsi-
bility as unnecessary as it is enormous. If the people of
this country say that they do not want compulsory vacci-
nation of infants, ve are compelled to acquiesce. But
I would point out to Dr. Millard that we may still retain
our beliefs, that we are not compelled to acquiesce without
protest, and that still less does it accord with our duty to
consent willingly and to attempt to reconcile the un-
scientific views of the opponents of the measure with
scientific facts which by this time ought to be familiar to
every one.-I am, etc.,
London, S.E., June 16th. A. F. CAMERON.

SiR,-Dr. Cameron, in the JOUIRNAL of Jane 10bb, says
the only means at our disposal for, preventing the spread
of small-pox are: (1) Diagnosis and (2) vaccination. Dr.
Killick Millard (June 17th) agrees with this, assuming, no
doubt truly, that Dr. Cameron includes under diagnosis
' all the train of preventive measures which are usually
csrried out-such as isolation of infected persons, disinfec-
tion, careful supervision of contacts," eto. Let us examine
this train of preventive measures. First, what is meant by
' isolation "? Does it meai putting the unfortunate
patient at the top of a mountain or under a glass case ?
No. To quote Mr. John Barns, it means "surrounding him
by a ring of protected persons," that is, really vaccinated
persons. Next, as to disinfection. This, of course, is all
right, but one cannot disinfect the patient himself, nor
the air he breathes. As to "supervision of contacts,"
no amount of supervision will prevent these from
developing small-pox unless they are vaccinated. Super.
vision of contacts, then, really means vaccination
of contacts, plus supervision, and Isurrounding them
by another, or the same, "ring of protected persons"
should the disease develop. Thus Dr. Millard's train of
measures, which constitute the Leicester system, with the
single exception of disinfecting the patient's deserted bed
and lodging, may all be summed up under vaccination !
There is also the fact, which is not mentioned-by any of

your correspondents, that, whenever small-pox breaks out
in a locality, nearly all the inhabitants go off in hot haste
to be vaccinated. The dread of small-pox, when the
disease is really at hand, is a most potent persuader to
vaccination. I remember reading (I think, Sir, in your
columns, the last time that small-pox appeared in
Leicester) that " pro-vaccinators and antivaccinators are
tumbling over each other in their hurry to obtain
vaccination."
The much-vaunted Leicester system, then, practically

consists in doing nothing, except provide a hospital, until
the disease appears, and in then taking in the patients as
fast as they appear, disinfecting their -lodgings, and, last
but not least, turning on the public and private vacci-
nators and driving them night and day until the plague is
stayed. It is therefore really vaccination which stops the
spread at Leicester as elsewhere, and Dr. Millard shows
his appreciation of the fact by having his own family
vaccinated as " obje-ct lessons," notwithstanding that,
according to his original contention, he is thereby
rendering them much more likely to spread the disease
in the future.
This " system" has been practised in other places

besides Leicester with a fair measure of success. Of
courseafew lives are sacrificed every time the disease
appears, but they are mostly those of poor and ignorant
persons. Moreover, it is not always even the partial
success it has been at Leicester and Reading. The severe
and fatal epidemic at Gloucester is still fresh in the minds
of some of us.
However, for good or ill, the nation, egged on by Messrs.

Lupton and Co., led by Mr. John Barns, and encouraged
by Dr. Millard, has now practically deoided upon this
system, and it is the only one available. What, then, is
Dr. Millard troubled about? ~ Surely he ought to be
satisfied, ,Why is. he so anxiousl to persuade the medical
profession to back him up ? Can; it be that he dreads the

breakdown of his system and desires not to be alone when
the storm bursts, as it is certain to do sooner or later?
-I am, Sir, yours in deep cogitation,
Reading, June 17th. F. W. STANSFIELD.

THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF
FISTULAE.

SIR,-I am obliged to Dr' Robertson for the notice
he has taken of my paper published in the JOURNAL of
May 61h, even though his object is to correct an error
and point a moral. It is possible I may-have overstated
the importance of the internal sphincter, and, if so, I am
under obligation to your correspondent for the reminder;
but I would like to refer him to our friend Mr. Gordon
Watson, whose opinion, I believe ''I am right in saying, is
fairly represented in the quotation.

I should not, however, have taken notice of Dr.
Robertson's letter, including, as it does, a gentle personal
rebuff, if along with may own shortoomings as an mindi.
vidual" he had not in,cluded those of the sphincters, for
I have a great respect for them, and still venture to think
we are very largely indebted to them for the security we
enjoy.-I am, etc.,
Newcastle on-Tyne, June 12th. HAMILTON DRUMMOND.

PROPOSED MEMORIAL TO LOMBROSO.
SIR,-Efforts are being made to collect funds for the

purpose of erecting a suitable monument to honour the
memory of the late Professor Cesare Lombroso, at his
native place, Verona, Italy. The central committee is at
Rome, and consists of distinguished Italian scientists and
others. Committees have been formed in many other
countries also. It is thought that there are a number
of people in this country who would like to contribute a
small amount to such a good object, and we have been
asked to remit any funds collected for the purpose to the
central committee at Rome. The following gentlemen
have allowed their nwmes to be put on the English com.
mittee: Sir John Tweedy, LL.D.. F.R.C.S., etc., President
of the Medico-Legal Society; Mr. H. Havelock Ellis, the
well-known anihor; Rev. Dr. W. D. Morrison, author of
Crinme and Its Cautme, etc.; Dk. M. Eden Paul, translator
of Professor Kurella's biographical sketch of Lombroso,
and Dr. W. A. Brend, HonorAry Secretary to the Medico.
Legal Society.
To those who have taken any interest' in the great

subject of crime and its treatment, the name of Lombroso
is a household word. Although his views were not
accepted in their entirety by scientists, yet he did a great
life's work, and his writings on crime and criminals have
had a world-wide influence.

Subscriptions will be gratefully received by Dr. Brend,
Medico-Legal Society, 1i, Chandos Street, W., or by
myself, and forwarded to the central committee at Rome.-
I am, etc.,

JAMES SCOTT.
Royal Societies' Club,

63, St. James's Street, London, W.,
June 14th.

OBITER DICTA.
SiR,-From the context of the letter in the JOURNAL of

Jane 101h it would appear that Dr. Eva McCall can find
no evidence that Dr. Ratherfurd has any special claim to
utter words of wisdom or to make authoritative state.
ments on questions in the domain of diseases of children.
Bat why obiter dicta ?
Surely any one who is not afflicted with aphasia, con-

genital or acquired, is capable of saying, by the way, what
he thinks on any subject in which he is interested.

Obiter dictum sit.-I am, etc.,
Walthamstow, June 10th. ST. CLAIR B. SHADWELL.

THE Governor of New York recently signed a bill
appropriating £13,000 for the establishment in Buffalo of
a hospital where investigations into the cause,-nature,
treatment, prevention, and cure of cancer and allied
diseases are to be carried oat. The management is to be
vested in a board of trustees consisting of seven members.
Among them are the State Commissioner of Health and
Dr. Roswell Park.
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