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of Lady Aberdeen. The annual report stated that the
branches of the association numbered 150, with a
membership of nearly 18,000. The expenditure on the
various projects of the association amounted to over
£4,000 during the year. Apart from the details of the
report the most important matter brought before the
meeting was a letter from Mr. Birrell in which he gave
full credit to the association for the part it had taken
in promoting the scheme lately sanctioned by the
Treasury for the heating and cleansing of Irish
primary schools. A letter from the Society of United
Irishwomen was also read, stating that in the opinion
of that sooiety, affilia;tion with the Health Association
would be unwise. At the end of the first day of the
meeting Lady Aberdeen was unanimously re-elected
president.

EMPLOYMENT OF TUBERCULOUS PERSONS.
At the last meeting of the Athlone Board of Guardians

the Chairman said that the guardians of the North
Dublin Union, in the face of the crusade all over the
country againsb consumption, had hired out as a farm
servant at Athlone a consumptive boy, and his state
was discovered by the dispensary medical officer of
the district. He was thereupon removed to an isola-
tion ward in the workhouse. The Chairman proposed
that the attention of the Local Government Board
shauld be called: to the matter, and this was carried.
Subsequently a resolution was passed condemning the
action of the guardians in the strongest possible
manner. The above incident is of much importance
from many points of view, but without accurate know-
ledge of the condition of the tuberculous patient in
question it is hardly possible to comment on the inci-
dent fairly. The action of the Athlone guardiane,
more especially their direction that the boy should be
removed to an isolation ward, seems, however, to arise
from unnecessary panic. We sympathize with them
in their indignation that a consumptive boy should be
hired out without the employer being informed of his
condition; but we hope their -ction does not mean
that in future no tuberoulousfprsons will be able to
earn a living in Ireland.

BORSTAL INSTITUTE, CLONMEL.
The report of the Clonmel Boratal Institute states

that 40 youths had been discharged during the last
twelve months. Of these-1 had been committed to an
asylum and 2 to prison. Of the remaining 37, 16 were
discharged on expiration`of their sentence and 21 on
licence. Of the 16 whose senteDce had expired 14 were
doing well, and of the 21 on licence 19 were giving
satisfaction to their employers. The medical report
stated that the system resulted in a great improve-
ment of the physical and moral condition of the
inmates of the institution.

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL.
At the recent annual meeting of the National

Children's Hospital, Dublin, it was suggested that
open-air balconies on a large scale should be con-
structed at the back of the hospital for the purpose
of carrying out to some extent, at any rate, the prin-
ciples otkopen-air treatment for the many tuberculous
children under treatment in the institution. The
suggestion has been taken up by the committee, and
funds are now sought to carry out the project.
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SCOTTISH NATIONAL HISTORICAL EXHIBITION,
GLASGOW.

A SERIES of lectures on " Calling, for Women" are
being held in the Conference Hall of the Scottish
Historical Exhibition now open in Glasgow. The
second lecture was delivered by Mrs. Scharliob, who
chose as her subject Medicine and Public Health, and
pointed out that the lot of women medical students
was now much ,more satisfactory in the medical
sohools than in the old daygs when the pioneer medical

women were fighting their way. But even yet a
woman student entering on a course of medical
study Should have perfect health of mind and
body. Mrs. Scharlieb entered a protest against
parents, guardians, school authorities', and mis-
sionary bodies permitting young women to com-
mence so long abd arduous a struggle without enough
money to carry them through their student days and
the early part of their professional career in ordinary
comfort. In the foreign mission field there was scope
for medical women, especially in India, where the
women of the Hindu and Mohammedan classes were
not able to avail themselves of male doctors. In
general practice at home the lady medical prac.
titioner was apt to be poorly paid for much hard
work. She pointed out that women could now hold
various civic appointments as sanitary inspectors,
inspectors of school dhildren, factory inspectors, and
health visitors. She did not think that Mr. Lloyd
George's scheme of national insurance against sick-
ness and invalidity, with its present inadequate
scheme of remuneration and subjection of the dcictors
to the friendly societies, would be acceptable to any
respectable practitioner, -male or female.

o.rorrespom utteU.-
THE BUTLIN DINNER.

SIR,-We have already received more than 200 names of
those who intend to be present at the complimentary
dinner which is to be iven to Mr. Butlin at the Connaught
Rooms neet Tuesiday, June 13th. As the committee pro-
poses to seat the guests in'parties ati separate, tables, it is
desirable to bave all names sent in to6i at 429, Strand,
not later than Saturday's' post. A few' tatles will' Ie
reserved for late applicants, 'but all who wish;to attend

~~~.. fC! a , ._ ,I .e -s-s*-Z**tare requeste to send in thelr names at once.-lVe
are, etc., W. .-

h. DW.cPORIERT,'London, W.C., June 7hHonorary S3ecretaries.

THE VACCINATION DEB&TE IN'THE HOUSE
OF COMMONS.

SIR,-Dr. Killick Millaird's letter in the JOUIRNAL of
June 3rd is'n'exaiple of the length 'to which the
thoughtful man will' be carried when" he allows' himself to
forget the hard lessons of practical experience. One is
aocustomed to hear the stock argUment of the antivaccinist
-the wonderful advance in sanitary efficiency-ueed
in debate not only in the House of Commons, but also in
Hyde Park.' It is a new experience to see' it emnployed by
a medical officer of Dr. Millard's standing in' the- public
health service.

Dr. Millard acknowledges that recent vaccination 'is a
sure preventive, and quotes his own experiment as a proof
of the faith that is in him. Having gone so far, he im-
mediately branches off into the by'path along which one is
prone to wander'who is acoustomed to consider disease
almost entirely from the point o view of the epidemio"
logist or of the 'statistician. "To be quite frank,"
he says, "I have come to doubt whether the 'problem
of preventing the spread of small-pox, under modern
conditions, is rendered much, if any, more - difficult
by reason of the existence of a large proportion of unvac-
cinated persons." 'Now what does Dr. 'Millard mean by
the "spread of small-pox?" Strely the disease has
spread' when the first case appears among the cbntacts.
What possible effect can "sanitary efficiency" have in
preventing the appearance of this case? Does a partial
immunity acquired by vaccination have no bearing on this
Vctim's chance of life? Is the problem of, saving life
from the ravages of small-pox easier in the unvaccinated
than in the' vaccinated community ? That is the' only
problem for the medical officer of health in his dealin'gs
with small.pox. l t cannot be too stiongly emphasized
that the only means at 'ori disposal at the present 'time
for "preventing the spread of small-pox " are (1) diagnosis
and (2) vaccination, and it 'ison account of our neglect ot
the latter that the forbier o tiieis the position of primary
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