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,once a week, the number of days to be determined
by the number of cases requiring attention. Children
with eyesight defects are referred to their medical
attendant; a, counterfoil certificate will be provided
for the medical attendant to sign if he desires the
case to be referred to the clinic. This counterfoil
certificate will be sent to the school medical officer,
who will make the appointment for the oculist. To
meet the requirements of the Education (Medical
Treatment) Act of 1909 a statement is intended to
be submitted to the parent, somewhat on the lines
iof the scale adopted by the London County Council'
in regard to the recovery of expenses; the recovery
-of these charges will be in the hands of the. secretary
,of the local Education Committee. The appointed
-ooulist is to be paid at the rate of 5s. per case referred.
It is estimated that a maximum of 200 cases will be
referred per annum.
For ringworm an x-ray specialist is to be appointed

at a remuneration ot 3 guineas per half day; the
appropriate room and apparatus is to be provided by
the local education authority. As with eyesight
defects, ringworm cases are to be referred to their
medical attendants with a notification to the effect
that chronic or appropriate cases may by them be
referred for -ray treatment. Appointments for this
treatment will be made by the school medical officer;
the maximum expenditure sanctioned for this work is
£228 8s. per year.
,%For teeth defects a whole-time dentist at £300 a year
*is to be appointed. It is fully appreciated locally that
-this single appointment will be inadequate to deal
with the 16,000 children attending the schools. It is
cegarded as experimental and educative. A room
equipped with the necessary apparatus will be pro.
vided by the authority. The cases to be dealt with-
mainly in the region of conservative dentistry-will
be selected partly by the results of the systematic
medical inspectlon of children and partly by the
advice of the dentist appointed.
The supervision of the clinic is in the hands of the

school medical officer, who is here the medical officer
of health.
Ear and throat defects were considered, but owing

to the difficulties existing in providing facilities for
operation this matter has been postponed for future
-consideration.

(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORESPONDENTS.]

POISONING BY ARSENIC IN ARRAN.
AT has been established beyond doubt that the
mysterious malady which broke out in Lamlash and
other parts of Arran about three weeks ago, and from
the effects of which some of those attacked are still
suffering, was due to arsenical poisoning. It has
been ascertained by analysis that the bread issued
from a local liakery on a certain date contained a
considerable quantity of that poison. How it came
to find its way into the bread is now the subject of
searching investigations by the authorities.
The history of the outbreak covers a period extend-

ing over a few days at the end of April. At first
-there were only a small number of cases, but gradually
the number increased, and on April 27th the outbreak
developed with startling rapidity, assuming the pro.
,portions of an epidemic. At least fifty persons were
affected, the greatest number of them living in
Lamlash. In all cases the symptoms were similar,
there being sickness and vomiting, with acute
abdominal pains of the nature of colic. In most of
the serious cases there was oedema of the extremities,
and puffiness under the eyes. Persons of all ages
were affected. There has been one fatal case, that of
a young child; the body has been exhumed, and
certain organs forwarded to Edinburgh for examina-
tion by Dr. Harvey Littlejohn.
The reports on the samples of the suspected bread,

analysed on behalf of the authorities by Dr. Hunter,
Public Analyst for Midlothian, have not been made

public, but it is not concealed that they reveal the
pr,esence of a considerable quantity of arsenic. No
report has yet been forthcoming as to the result of
the examination of the internal organs of the child
whose body was exhumed, so that whether the child's
deatb, the only fatality attributed to the malady, is due
to eating the affected bread or to some other ailment,
remains, as yet, a matter of uncertainty.

UNQUALIFIED MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.
Dr. Norman Walker, the direct representative for

Scotland on the General Medical Council, in an
address delivered at a meeting of his constituents in
the Glasgow district, dealt with the duties of the
Council and the limitations of its powers. Speaking
of the most important thing, from the point of view of
the general practitioner, which the Council had done
since he had been a member had been the appoint.
ment of a committee of inquiry into unqualified prac-
tice in the Colonies and dependencies of the empire.
The Council had as a result of its inquiries resolved
that, as it was of opinion that the present Medical
Acts did not sufficiently enable persons requiring
medical aid to distinguish qualified from unqualified
practitioners, and that it was contrary to the interests
of the public that medical and surgical practice
should be carried on with impunity by persons
holding no recognized qualifications, the Government
should be requested to take steps for the appointment
of a Royal Commission to inquire into the evil effects
produced by the unrestricted practice of medicine and
surgery by unqualified persons. That resolution had
been communicated to the Privy Council, which had
transmitted it to the Local Government Board; the
Board had sent out circulars of inquiry, and had
issued a Blue Book containing the replies. The next
step to be taken would be considered at the approach-
ing session of the Council.

THE INFECTIOUS HOSPITAL, INVERNESS.
Some confusion has been caused by a notice in the lay

press in which it was stated that the Local Govern-
ment Board was holding an inquiry into the manage-
ment of the Northern Infirmary. The object of the
Board's inquiry was the Infectious Diseases Hospital,
where a case of cross infection had occurred, and the
parent of the child (who happened to be a solicitor)
formulated a complaint and the Local Government
Board instituted an inquiry. During the past year
there was a serious outbreak of diphtheria, and there
being at the same time cases of infectious fevers
of different kinds in the wards, there was some'difficulty
in isolating the different classes of cases, owing
to the limited accommodation, with the result that
three complaints were lodged with the Local Govern-
ment Board reflecting on the management of these
wards. The directors, on receiving the complaints,
made a thorough investigation, and found that there
was no substantial ground for them, and that the
staff, nurses, and attendants had all done their best
to cope with the somewhat trying circumstances
which had unexpectedly arisen. The Local Govern-
ment Board also instructed their officer, Dr. Dewar,
to make an investigation into the administration of
the wards. In his report Dr. Dewar states, with
reference to the adequacy of the nursing staff, that
while it would have been better had more nurses been
engaged, he is not satisfied that it has been proved
that the patients suffered in consequence. In summing
up the results of his inquiry he states that the general
effect of it was to show that, apart from its defects in
structure and accommodation, there was nothing
seriously wrong with the general administration of
the fever wards of the infirmary. The medical officer
of health of the burgh of Inverness, in commenting
on the Local Government Board inspector's report,
states:

I would say that I very much regret that the complaints
were not forwarded, in the first instance, to the local authority
for their inquiry and observations. I am informed that the
Local Government Board usually adopt this procedure. Why
it was departed from in this instance I am unable to say. Such
a course would have obviated an inquiry which, with all respect
to the Board, does not appear to me to have--been necessary, and
which gave an importance and a publicity to the complaints as
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'to administration which were not warranted. Apart from the
complaints regarding structural alterations, concerning which
no report was required, the oomplaints were trivial and un-
justified. They show the blackest ingratitude towards an
institution which, instead of being censured, deserves the
best thanks of the community for undertaking the charge of
-infectious cases in the interests of the burgh. ThIe complainers
in particular should be grateful for all the care and attention
which I personally know was bestowed on their children. I have
mnothing but the highest praise to offer to the directors and to the
-medical and nursing staffs for so admirably administering the
4isolation wards during a very trying period.

EpINBURGH AND GLASGOW MEDICAL CLUB.
An unusually large number of members met together

in the Central Station Hotel, Glasgow, on May 12th,
at the twentieth annual dinner of the club. Dr. J.
-Crawford Renton was in the chair, and to celebrate
the coming of age of the club, presented a silver mallet
to be used by his successors in the chair. Daring the
-evening a number of new members were elected.

(FROM OURi BSPECIZA COORPORDENTB.]

DUBLIN CITY BACTERIOLOGIST.
'SOME months ago the Corporation of Dublin deter-
mined to appoint a city bacteriologist, and later from
amongst a large number of applicants elected Dr.
Matthew Russell. The Local Government Board when
called on to sanction the appointment refused to do so
on the grounds that the post was of such great impor-
tance that it should not be held by an individual who
had already many duties to perform in connexion
with other appointments. Correspondence has passed
-between the Local Government Board and the Cor-
poration on the subject, and at the last meeting of the
Corporation a letter from the Board was read re-
questing the Corporation to proceed to a new appoint-
ment. The Corporation has, however, refused to take
further steps for the present, and now requests the
Local Government Board "to indicate in what manner
the power conferred by the Act to approve of the
qualifications of a bacteriologist authorizes the Board
to withhold its approval on grounds which do not
relate to qualifications."

ABUSE OF COUNTY INFIRMARIES.
The abuse of hospitals by patients who are well

able to pay for their maintenance is not apparently
limited to the large towns, but is also met with in
connexion with the small county infirmaries of
Ireland. At a recent meeting of the Cookstown
Board of Guardians it was found that out of nine
patients recently treated in the Omagh Infirmary
three were in a position to pay. This state of affairs,
however, does not appear to trouble the minds of
those responsible for the management of the in-
firmary, as further discussion showed that some of
those patients who wished to pay had trouble in
getting their accounts and had almost to press the
payment on the hospital. This method of dealing
with patients accounts probably for the difficulty
stated to exist in making ends meet.

QUEEN'S COUNTY SANATORIUM.
The new Queen's County Sanatorium for Consump-

tives at Maryborough was opened by Lady Aberdeen on
May 10th in the presence of a large assemblage. The
building is situated in the grounds of the Queen's
County Infirmary, and has been constructed of timber
framing, with galvanized iron roofing and walls.
Large verandahs have been provided, and the entire
building is raised above the ground. Lady Aberdeen,
in announcing the opening of the- sanatorium, referred
to the further decrease of tuberculosis in Ireland, as
shown by the advance figures for 1910 published by
the Registrar- General. It will be remembered that
the years 1908 and 1909 showed a decline in the
tuberculosis death-rate as compared with 1907, and it
is now satisfactory to learn that 'there was a further
decrease of -578 deaths during 1910, making a total

decrease of 1,663 deaths from tuberculosis in 1910 as
compared with 1907. The death-rate from tuberculosis
in 1910 was 2.3 per 1,000, and was, in fact, the lowest
recorded since 1864, the year iin which registration of
deaths was introduced.

ROTUNDA HOSPITAL.
At a recent meeting of the Board of Governors of

the Rotunda Hospital a report was received from a
special committee appointed some months ago to con-
sider and report upon a proposal and scheme of the
Master for the construction of two modern labour
wards. The committee reported that a change was
necessary, inasmuch as the large increase of maternity
cases received in the hospital of late years had resulted
in overcrowding, and that the proposed scheme was
satisfactory and should be adopted. The scheme
which was approved by the board will not necessitate
any addition to the existing hospital buildings.

A SPORTING DOCTOR'S INJURIES.
An acute difference of opinion prevails between the

Athlone guardians and the Local Government Board
in reference to the payment of a medical substitute
for Dr, Moorhead, J.P., dispensary doctor at Moate.
Dr. Moorhead recently met with a severe injury while
riding in a hunt race at Athlone, and the relieving
officer of the district, acting within his authority,
appointed a substitute. The guardians refuse now to
pay the substitute, as the injuries were not received
in the discharge of professional duties, and in reply
to the Local Government Board-which has expressed
the opinion that Dr. Moorhead is legally entitled to
have a substitute appointed and paid by the guardians
-the guardians have resolved that in no circum-
stances will they consent to the payment being made.
The point raised is of much interest to dispensary
medical officers, as obviously injuries may be met
with under many circumstances unconnected with
professional work, and, unless the Local Governmen t
Board now insists on its interpretation of the law,
much difficulty- will be met with in future in
arranging for the payment of substitutes during
the incapacitation of a medical man from injury or
even illness.

Xtorrtz4tmbetnre.
COMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO MR. BUTLIN.
SIR,-We desire to draw attention to a notice with

regard to the above dinner which appears in another part
of the current issue of your JOURNAL.

It will be a great convenience to the Dinner Committee
if those who desire to be present will make early applica-
tion for tickets. No special form is necessary, but a note,with a remittance of half a guinea, should be sent to the
Honorary Secretaries of the Butlin Dinner Committee,
429, Strand, W.C.
The company will be arranged at separate tables, and

a special table will be reserved for every ten diners whomay signify their wish to sit together. A notice to this
effect must reach the honorary Isecretaries on or before
Thursday, June 8th. To facilitate the formation of special
table parties the names of those who have taken tickets
will be announced in the JOUBNAL in due course. Those
who organize such parties are requested to assure them-
selves that each member of the party has obtained a dinner
ticket, and that no member's name is included in another
similar list.-We are, etc.,

D'ARCY POWER,
W. GRIFFITH,

Honorary Secretaiies, Butlin Dinner Committee.

CHRONIC INTESTINAL STASIS.
SIR,-In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of May 6th, Mr.

C. Gordon Watson draws attention to the fact that in a
paper on chronic intestinal stasisl in which I gave theresults of fifty cases of that condition treated by ileo.
colostomy or colectomy, I did not make it clear whether

I BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL April 22nd, P. 915.
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