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Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjecS

to which special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
are devoted will be found under their respective headings.

QUERIBUK
INCOME TAX.

S. C. inquires as to the admissibility of certain deductions in
making his return of professional profits for income tax
purposes.

*** Of the expenses in question the following are allowable:
Repairs and new parts for a motor car, car insurance, local
taxation licence for the car, wages and board of chauffeur.
With regard to the depreciation of the value of a car, the
Revenue authorities will not as a rule admit any deduction,
but if this deduction is refused the cost of replacing the car
should be claimed when incurred.

JUSTITIA took over the practice-or so much as was transferable
-of another doctor in the town a year ago. The surveyor has
charged him with income tax on the basis of his predecessor's
]profit, but offers to reduce the charge to the actual profit made
Trom the practice taken over, if that portion of the profits of
the year be distinguished-a process not difficult for the
present year, but increasingly so in the future.

*** "Justitia" is entitled to claim (1) that he is not carrying
on two practices, but one practice; (2) that he did not succeed
to the practice carried on by another person at another address,
but only to such patients as would come to him; (3) that he is
liable to be charged either solely on his own profits for the
previous three years (on the ground that the practice has
merely been extended), or alternatively on the amount of his
own profits for the first year (on the ground that the practice
in its present state is a new one set up at the beginning of the
year).

1134 writes that he has been refused allowance of two-thirds his
rent in arriving at his professional profits.

*** The law is that a sum may be deducted as rent of pro-
fessional premises to an extent not exceeding two-thirds of the
whole rent where the property is oocupied residentially. The
title to the two-thirds depends upon whether two-thirds of
the rent is in fact properly attributable to professional pur-
poses. It is a fairly general practice for one-half to be allowed
to professional men where the circumstances are not
unusual.

MIDLAND PRACTITIONER inquires whether in claiming abate-
ment he can deduct the statutory one-sixth and one-eighth
from gross rentals in calculating his total income.

*** Yes. Income from property is taken at the net sum at
which it is assessed for Schedule A, after allowance of the
deductions.

PAPER EATING.
J. S. F. asks for suggestions in the treatment of a patient aged

41, who during her previous pregnancies only (she has had
six children) used to eat paper; her last child was born
fourteen months ago, and she has continued the practice since
that confinement. She eats note paper and the Strand
Magazine, but not newspapers; she eats a great deal every
day, and the paper is passed per rectum without much
change. Our correspondent considers her to be in good
mental and bodily health.

DIGESTED VACCINES.
COLONIAL asks for information as to the experiments being
made with " digested " vaccines, and whether a plague digested
vaccine would produce less constitutional disturbance than
Haffkine's. I must, he adds, have done nearly ten thousand
injections of Haffkine's prophylactic, and while recognizing
its marvellous efficacy, know that it can cause much personal
depression extending in some cases to months.

* We are not quite sure to what experiments with
"digested vaccines " our correspondent is referring. In 1908
Ruffer and Willmore in apaper on the production of immunity
against dysentery toxin (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, 1908,
vol. ii, p. 1176) published experiments on animals with
dysentery bacilli digested with pepsin, and subsequently used
bacilli so treated to immunize horses in the preparation of
antidysentery serum. According to these authors digestion
for two or three days nearly abolishes the toxicity whilst
leaving the protective and immunizing powers unaltered.
Gottstein in a paper entitled, " Ueber die giftige und
immunisierende Wirkung Pepsin verdautr Typhuas bacillen1"
(D. Arch. f. klin. Med., 1908, Bd. 94, p. 255), stated that he
successfully employed bacillary emulsions digested with
pepsin. In thlis case the product was fairly toxic, and
the advantage claimed was thought to be due to the
producotion of a soluble "fermo-toxin" capable of accurate

standardization. Experiments on plague-vacoines preparedf
by the hydrolysis of the proteins of this bacillus have, we.
believe, been carried out at the Lrister Institute, but the-
results have not yet been published.

ARSWRBS.

IN answer to a "Medical Man not in Practice," Dr. H. L.
Pringle, J.P., also not in practice and who resides at Fern-
down, Wimborne, writes to recommend that district as suit-
able for patients suffering from rheumatism, phthisis, or
asthma. It is dry, sunny, and bracing, and mostly on sandy
or gravelly subsoils. It is between Wimborne and the New
Forest, and, by a road in course of construction, will in a
few months be within three miles of the Bournemouth tram.
service.

DR. E. CARNALL (London) writes to suggest Newton Abbot-,
Devon, as a saitable locality.

SEA WATER INJECTIONS.
C. D. B.-A long aDd fully illustrated paper by Dr. Robert
Simon concerning the therapeutic use of sea water injections
in various diseases and its technique will be found in the.
Medical Annual for 1910.

WRITER'S CRAMP.
DR. H. J. THORP (Ipswich) writes: In reply to "Q.," the chief'
remedy is rest; without it nothing can be done. Remove
tenderness by rest and blistering and the administration of
small doses of potassium iodide 1 grain, li. arsenicalis
3 minims, t.d.s. When the tenderness has disappeared,
systematic rubbing of the muscles, especially the muscles of
the hand, is most valuable.

LETTEBR, NOTES, ETO
MIDWIVES AND THE THIRD STAGE.

DR. H. VALLANCE (Pontisbright, Lewis) has sent a letter with
regard to a case of death in childbirth to which he was recently
summoned to find the patient already dead. It appears that the
woman, aged 28, was delivered of a live child after a labour
lasting nineteen hours. The certified midwife in attendance
endeavoured to express the placenta for about three-quarters-
of an hour, but without result, and then introduced her hand
and removed the placenta. A little over an hour later, after
washing the patient and the baby the midwife left the house;
on returning half an hour later she found that the patient
had died. A post-mortem examination showed inversion of
the uterus, the fundus being about level with the external os.
A pieoe of membrane measuring about 6 in. by 4 in.was found
adherent to the uterus. The placental site was at the fundus,
and did not show signs that the placenta had been adherent.
At the inquest no evidence of infringement of the rules of the-
Central Midwives Board was elicited, and the midwife was
absolved from any blame in her conduct of the ease. Dr.
Vallance continues: This case is of interest, first, on account
of its rarity, as it is said only to occur once in 200,000 times;.
and, secondly, because in Hection 17 (b), Rule 4, of the Central
Midwives Board, a midwife is allowed to make efforts at expres-
sion of the placenta for an hour before calling a doctor. This
appears to me to be too long a time, especially in view of the
above unfortunate result. It is with the view of eliciting
expressions from your readers as to the desirability or not of
this rule being altered that I have ventured to report this
case.

HYDROTHERAPY.
DR. SIMON BARUCH of New York writes to inform us that not.
only is there a chair of hydrotherapy in the medical depart--
ment of the Columbia University, and regular examinations-
in this subject for the final degree of M.D., but that there is.
a hydrotherapeutic departmentin the Vanderbilt clinic where
the technique of all Procedures is taught. The bath depart-
ment of the Riverside Association affords opportunities for,
the treatment of poor patients sent by the hospitals and
dispensaries of New York. An extract from a report of this-
department for 1903-4 shows that in that year 576 patients
were received from hospitals and dispensaries.
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ERRATUM.-In a review of Dr. Eden's Manual of Gynaecologyp
which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
April 29th, the name printed as " Gaertner " (p. 1002, line 21:
from the top of the right hand column) should be " Gartner."'
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