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board population was 96 63; of the infants, 109 had no
vaccination marks. A large percentage of children
examined had bad teeth, and there was a considerable
percentage in which there was greater or less enlarge-
ment of gland; senior boys had bad vision in 4.5 per
cent., and senior girls in 10.39 per cent. of the cases
examined. At all ages except 5 years the height of
the boys was below the Anthropometric Committee's
standard, wbile at only one age-5 years-was the
weight of the boys above it; the difference amounts to
6.22 lb. at 10 years. At ages of 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 years
the average height of girls was very slightly above
the standard, whilst at only one age-6 years-was
the weight above the standard. The average number
supplied with free meals between January 10th and
April 1st was 2,095.

CONVALESCENT HOME FOR GLASGOW POOR.
The Glasgow Parish Council is about to make an

interesting experiment in the treatment of infirm
patients. A modern mansion near Kirn, an the Firth
of Clyde, has been purchased and converted into a
convalescent home, providing accommodation for 200
persons. The mansion- house stands in its own richly
wooded grounds of twenty acres. The enterprise will
be conducted on the lines suggested by the report of
the Poor Law Commission, the object being to place
patients in an environment which will lend itself to
more favourable treatment than is possible in the
poorhouse at Stobhill, with its large and mixed popu-
lation. The experiment will be watched with much
interest. The mansion, known as Dunclutha, was
purchased for £3,500.

TREATMENT OF PHTHISIS.
The Public Health Committee of Ayr Town Council

has proposed to provide accommodation in Ayr for the
treatment of patients in place of transferring them, as
formerly, to Bridge of Weir sanatorium at a cost of
L a week each. The town surveyor hes prepared plans
to utilize three acres of ground on the Bouth of Heath-
field Hospital by ohe erection of a pavilion with four
wards to deal with twelve advanced cases, and tbree
open air shelters for the accommodation of six early
cases. The estimated cost would be £1,359, ad £100
Or annum for additional staff. The Town Council

has delayed the scheme pending further information
on the financial aspect of the question.

Jrt1aui.
(FROM OUR SPEOIAL OORRBSPONDEWTS.J

IRISH WORKHOUSE ASSOCIATION.
THE work of the Iribh Workhouse Association has,
since the date of its foundation, been mainly directed
towards the creation of public opinion in favour of
workhouse administration reform. The Earl of Mayo,
who presided at the general meeting held last week in
Dablin, said that, owing to the present political situa-
tion, the introduction of a Poor Law Reform Bill
during the present session was quite out of the ques-
tion, and suggested that for the present the associa-
tion should concentrate its efforts on bringing about
an extension of the boarding-out system to children
now in workhouses. This could be carried out with-
out fresh legislation, and was a matter of urgent
necessity, as 5,298 healthy children were still inmates
of the Irish workhouses, while not more than 2,000
children were at present boarded out. At the con.
clusion of the chairman's speech the association
unanimously agreed to send a deputation to the Local
Government Board asking the Board to issue a circular
to the boards of guardians throughout the country
suggesting that they should exercise the power they
possess of boarding out children.

PRESENTATION TO DR. FRANCIS MCKEE.
The many friends and patients of Dr. McKee

of Dromore, co, Down, learnt with deep regret a
few months ago of his sudden and severe illness,
and with correspondingly sincere, joy of his com-

plete recovery. They joined together to put their
feelings into active form, and made him a most
handsome presentation of an antique -Sheraton secre-
taire, a Sheraton sideboard, a GOe#tg III silver tea
and coffee service, and an old-fashioned Sheffield-
plated tray. The presentation was made at a dinner
at which Dr. McKee entertained his friends in Belfast
on the evening of April 21st, when the Chairman of
the Presentation Committee gave the doctor an album
with the address, illustrated with local views of
Dromore, and congratulatory speeches were made by
many of the subscribers to the presentation and by
Dr. McKee's numerous medical friends.

SOUTH CHARITABLE INFIRMARY, CORK.
At the monthly meebing of the Committee of

Management of the South Charitable Infirmary, Cork,
Dr. G. T. Hegarty was elected house-physician, and
the Right. Hon. the Lord Mayor congratulated him on
his appointment, at the same time expressing on his
own and the committee's behalf the regret felt that
the infirmary was losing the services of Dr. Barry, the
retiring house-physician. The Lord Mayor called Dr.
Barry before the committee, and thanked him sin-
cerely for the services he had rendered whilst in the
institution. Each and every one of them were of
opinion that his worth and his merits could not be
excelled whilst in the hospital; he carried with him
their best wishes for success.

LONDONDERRY INFIRMARY.
At the monthly meeting of the Committee of Manage-

mentof Londonderry Cityand County Infirmary, held on
April 18tb, vacancies in the staff were filled up by the
appointment of Dr. H. W. Cunningham to be honorary
physician, and J. M. McLaughlin to be honorary sur-
geon. It was- resolved to ask the Secretary of the local
Branch of the British Medical Association to call a
meeting of the medical men to consider the desira-
bility of augmenting the staff, and to report to the
committee.

inftl Nustra1ia.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

THE MEDICAL DEFENCE ASSOCIATION.
THE Council of the Medical Defence Association has
had a busy half-year. For a considerable time niegotia-
tions have been going on between the United Friendly
Societies and the Defence Association, and lately
matters have been brought to a head by the proposal
to establish dispensaries in connexion with the benefit
societies. No one would deny the right of the clubs
(or "lodges," as they are always termed out here) to
amalgamate for the purpose of establishing central
dispensaries, but when they proposed to deduct some
30 per cent. of the fees paid to the medical officers, the
latter strenuously resisted the proposal. The lodge
doctors estimated that drugs and dispensing, nearly
always contracted for by neighbouring chemists,
amount to only 11 per cent. of the fees paid to them,
and they were prepared to forego this amount. After
many conferences and much writing, the friendly
societies finally submitted an ultimatum of 20 per
cent., but this the doctors have agreed to refuse. The
lodges are considering what their next step will be,
and probably they will endeavour to import young
men from the adjacent States. In these days when
the wages of the meanest labourer is 8s. a day, it is
surely inconsistent to endeavour to sweat the medical
profession. The only alternative seems to be for the
medical profession to affiliate itself with the Trades
and Labour .Council which practically now governs the
State through the medium of the Labour majority in
Parliament.

THE MEDICAL BOARD.
The state of tension induced by this logomachia (no

pun intended) perhaps accounts for the tendency of
the profession to resent the action of the Medical
Board in registering a certain Dr. R. Basedow. Both
the Defence Association and the South Australian
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Branch of the British Medical Association have entered
serious protests. The practice has been to refuse to
register German -practitioners unless in addition to the
degree (in this instance the M.D.Gottingen) they pro-
duced evidence of having passed the Staats Examen,
which is said to be the only examination entitling a
person to practise his profession in the German
Empire. This Dr. Basedow had not passed. But there
were special circumstances in his case. He was not
an alien or an anarchist, but a native of South
Australia. He had been admitted to the B.Sc. degree
in the University of Adelaide, and his only reason for
not taking the Staats Examen was that he was unable
to do so, not being a German subject. He could have
become naturalized in Germany, it is true, but then he
would have had to serve in the army and to forfeit his
Australian nationality. It was also argued that he
had obtained his degree in too short a time, but this
was accounted for by his scientific studies in Adelaide
gaining for him exemption in similar subjects in
Gottingen. The board registered him under a special
clause which gives it discretionary power in any
doubtful case.

THE NEAL INSTITUTE FOR INEBRIATES.
The profession has not taken kindly to the estab-

lishment of a branch of this institute in its midst.
Hitherto the attempts to deal with the question have
been very amateurish. Patients who could afford it
were genekelly sent to Caulfield's establishment in
Victoria. The "cure " took a month at least, and cost
about £50. Some seem to have been in reality per-
manently cured by this treatment. The Inebriate
Retreat at Belair in South Australia was for a time
under the charge of a Presbyterian minister, who also
conducted a missionary college for young men and
women. He disdained any methods of restraint, and
trusted to moral suasion. The inmates could resorb
to the village hotel, and the only complaint I heard of
was from a patient of mine who said that he was
reduced to the necessity of playing chess with second-
class inebriates.
Recently the Rev. A. C. Rankine, who was attending

a congress of the Church of Christ in Chicago, was
commissioned to investigate the methods of dealing
with habitual drunkards employed in the United
States of America. He found that there were many
such institutions, but the one which impressed him
most favourably was the Neal Institute. Briefly, its
history is as follows: A physician of Des Moines
either invented or improved a method of cure, and
used to treat his cases in a private hospital. His
succe!ss attracted the attention of a millions i es
philanthropist, Senator Bruce. The senator came, he
saw, and was convinced. He offered to finance the
undertaking, so that the Neal method might be intro-
duced in partibus infidelium, reserving a small royalty
for himself as interest on the outlay. The method
adopted was to break in a young physician to the
scheme of treatment, then send him to establish a
branch hospital, treating all who could afford it for
pay, and rejecting none who were unable to pay. At
the present moment I am told that there are fifty-
seven such branch institutes in the United States.
Mr. Rankine asked could a delegate be sent to treat
the South Australian ebriosi. The answer consisted
in the arrival six months ago of Dr. Soper as first
missionary from the Neal Institute to Australia.
The method is simplicity itself. The pabient goes

into a private hospital overnight. Next morning early
he takes a purge and begins to take doses of the drug.
This is a liquid in two strengths, X and XX. Alter-
nately with the hourly doses of medicine he takes his
favourite " poison." If soon after this he vomits, all
is well till next time. It he fails to vomit, he takes
beer in addition, and perhaps tops up with.a pint of
saline. After a time, whilst food will be kept down,
drink will come up, the medicine exercising a sele-
tive action on the stomach. On the second day the
avrage customer begins to dislike whisky or beer, or
both, and finally nothinlg will induce him to take
either. Then he has a fewr more doses ot the X
strength, and is pronouced cured. Now, wha Is the

famous medioine 2 It is asserted that it is a mixture
of tr. lobelia, tr. cinchonae, tr. gentianae, and nothing
else; that it has been analysed and found to contain
nothing else. If so, it is a very simple and very
harmless method of cure. But does Dr. Soper, does
any one, except Dr. Neal himself, know the contents?
And assuming the statement to be correct, what is the
modus operandi? Is it faith healing, or is it some
subtle, though permanent, impression made upon the
vomiting centres ?
Now as to results. I have seen cases in which the

cure has certainly lasted six months, and the patients
are themselves quite satisfied as to its permanency.
Dr. Soper estimated the cures at 95 per cent., but
there have been already more than this number of
relapses. The immediate effects are certainly very
remarkable, and I have myself seen men and women
looking very fit and fresh when leaving the hospital
after the three days' sojourn. The moral influence
seems to be great; they seem to realize that they are
once more decent members of society, and no longer
swinish drunkards.
The profession has two chief objections to this

method of treatment. In the first place, they say that
this is a secret remedy-probably it is-and in the
second place they argue that any one that uses it is a
quack. They do not make any allowance for the dif-
ference in ethics which obtains in America. On the
other hand, they cheerfully consign their patients to
Caulfields, where the treatment is also by means of a
recret remedy. It is contended that the medical pro-
fession has signally failed to cure inebriety by legiti-
mate means, and ought not to resent the introduction
by a Government of a method which may result in half
emptying our gaols.
The Australian rights are in the hands of a Mr.

Holliday, who employs Dr. Soper as his physician. It
is intended that the method shall be introduced into
the other States, and ultimately that its beneficent
prospects shall be offered to the United Kingdom.

rranbaaI.
[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.]

MINING REGULATIONS.
THE report of the Mining Regulation Commission of
the Transvaal Colony' has just been issued in two
parts, the first containing the report itself, and the
second the minutes of evidence. In the report there
is a list of the laws and ordinances relating to mining
and the Consolidation Act of 1909 With regard to
phthisis (including miners' phthisis) amongst white
mining males aged 20 and over, it is stated that the
deaths from this cause during the three years 1905-07
were 43.1 per cent. of all deaths. " Other respiratory
diseases " account for a further 17.9 per cent., making
a total of 61 per cent. from " all lung diseases "; the
comparative flgures for non-mining males at the same
age were 10.2, 15.8, 26 0. The death-rate from phthisis
(including miners' phthisis) at ages of 20 and over
was more than six times greater amongst white
mining males than amor'gst white Don-mining males,
the death-rate per 1,000 being 60, 5.3, 6.4 for the
triennium. With regard to miners' phthisis, figures
show that between October, 1899, and January, 1902,
the war being in progress and mining operations
suspended, the death-rate amongst men who had been
employed in the Transvaal as rock drillers before the
war was no less than 73 per 1,000, and this during a
period when the great majority were not actually
engaged in rock-drill work. The average age of rock
drillers dying from silicosis in the Transvaal was
35 years, and the average period of rock-drill employ.
ment was 7 to 9 years.

ITransvaal Colony: Final Report of the Mining Regulations Com-
mission, appointed under Government Notice No. 537 of 1907. By
F. B. T. Krause, LL.D., M.L.A., Cbairman: Charles Porter M.D.,
Medical Officer of Health. Jobannesburg; and Alexander Peymann,
M.A.. Consulting Analytical Chemist and Metallurgist. Pretoria:
The Government Printing and Stationery Office. 1910.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.2626.1020-a on 29 A
pril 1911. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

