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tumour began to appear as the scar was healing. Mr. G.
CONSTABLE HAYES showed a case of Dieeae of the ear and
nose. The patient was a woman aged 24 who had had a
discharge from both ears from childhood. She had suffered
from sinuffles and sores around the mquth as a baby
(marked scarring at angles of mouth). The right ear
showed oomplete destruction of the membrana tympani
and ossicles. The opening of the Eastachian tube was
seen in the middle ear. Watch was heard at 5 in. The
left ear showed an aural polypus presenting at the external
auditory meatus, with its origin from the attic. Watch
was heard at 15 in. The nose showed extreme atrophy of
ethmoid with rhino-pharyngitis sicca. Mr. H. COLLINSON
showed a case of Biamuth poieoning after the U86 of 8tile8'8
paste. Cases and specimens were also shown by Dr.
E. F. TREVELYAN, Mr. J. STEWART, Dr. J. B. HELLIER,
Dr. R. A. VEALE, Mr. MICHAEL A. TEALE, Dr. W. H.
MAXWBLL TELLING.

A CORRECTION.
IN the report of the discussion on low blood pressure in the
Medical 8ection of the Royal Bociety of Medioine on February
28th, published in the JOURNAL of March 11th, page 558, the
remarks made by Dr. W. Bezly Thorne were incorrectly
attributed to Dr. G. Oliver.

*{ bIghW.
THE ARMY MEDICAL OFFICER IN WAR.

MILITARY regulations, and especially military medical
regulations, make very dull reading, and yet a medical
officer on active service must have a fairly good working
knowledge of them if he does nob wish to find himself
severely handicapped, as well as a source of trouble to
those around him. To make a study of the regulations
attractive Oberstabsarzt WITTMANN has written a diary of
a medical officer in a future war.'
The supposed author of the diary is appointed to the

charge of a regiment on mobilization, and, being of a
methodical turn of mind, keeps notes of all daily occur-
renoes of interest during the war. The hero of the work,
on receiving the order to mobilize, reports himself to the
regimental commander, and is permitted to inspect the
mobilization time-table. Remarking incidentally that it
would have been much better to have allowed him to
study the scheme quietly during peace time, he proceeds
to draw up his own plans for inspecting the men of the
regiment, taking over the regimental medioal stores, and
arranging for his own field service kit. The various
daties are carried out methodically according to the
mobilization scheme, and on the appointed day the
regiment marches out of barracks and proceeds by rail.
way and road to join the main army in the area of
concentration. This portion of the narrative emphasizes
the importance of the medical officer's sanitary duties on
the marob, in billets, and bivouace. During the strategical
concentration several serious cases occur among the troops,
and the men are transferred to the proper hospitals, the
necessary formalities being de3cribed.
The work of the medioal service in a battle, an attack

on a prepared position, is most graphically depicted.
Medical officers of our army and Territori%l Forces would
be interested in the description of the German method of
establishing a dressing station and providing ambulance
transport. For the latter purpose any kind of wheeled
transport which can be found in the neighbourhood is
collected and adapted for the conveyance of sick by
improvised fittings; needless to say, very few vehicles
can be found, as the inhabitants have removed nearly all
of them. In order to equip the dressing station the
services of half a company of infantry are obtained;
under the directions of the medical officer these men
search the houses in the village and colleot bedding,
cooking utensils, lamps, and, in fact, anything which
might be of use. To the great annoyance of tbe in-
habitants, these articles are loaded up on the requisitioned
wagons and driven off to the site selected for the dressing
station. The impossibility of rendering medical assistance

I Der Sanitet8dienst im Zucuftskrig: ein Kregstaaebuch. By
R. Wittmann, Oberstabsarzt der Koniglicb. baverischen Sanitits-
inspection. Berlin: Misuler und Bohn. (9& by 61 in.; pp. 163, with
sketch maps. 3s. 6d.; unbound)

to the wounded during the aotual fighting is clearly brought
home to the reader.

Field hospitals having taken over the wounded and
replaced some of the expended surgical stores, the regi-
mental medical detachment pushes on and rejoins its
unit. At each town or village the medical and surgical
supplies in the place are requisitioned to complete the
deficiencies. Shortly afterwards another battle is fought,
but this time the army is defeated and has to beat a hasty
retreat. The medical arrangements during a retirement,
eapecially with reference to the disposal of wounded who
cannot be carried off, are detailed in a highly realistic
manner. The army then halts, and during this time one?
battalion is found to have become infected with typhoid
fever; this affords an opportanity for describing the,
measures which should be adopted in similar circum-
stances.
In the next battle the hero is himself severely

woanded, and is evacuated by slow stages to the home
territory. He gives a short description of the hospita)
arrangements at each halting place, and in this way gives
a fairly complete sketch of the medical service on the lines
of communication. Having recovered from the effects of
his wounds, the officer is next sent to daty at one of the
posts on the lines of communication, and the opportunity
is taken of briefly referring to the nature of the duties in
these posts. From here he proceeds to do duty with a
besieging army, and details the sanitary precautions whic¢
should be taken for troops occupying a stationary position..
The medical arrangements during the assault are also fully
described.
Three sketch maps of the battles are given at the end'

of the book which make the descriptions of the medical
arrangements much more realistic.
For a German reader a most valuable feature of the

book lies in the fact that whenever the medical officer has
to take any action a marginal reference is given to the.
authority under which the particular act is carried out.
In his mtroduction Witimann says that he has tried to.
create as many different probable situations as possible,
and has then made his hero adopt what is apparently the
best course under the circumstances. Wittmann, however,
points out that there may be other, and possibly better,.
ways of solving each of the problems, but at all events
those he gives are feasible and in accordance with the
German regulations.
There are two appendices. One contains a list of the

articles of personas equipment which a medical officer
should provide, and tells him where they should be.
carried; this list should prove of the greatest service
to any one who is caUed on to proceed on active service
for the first time-that is, if he can manage to carry all the
things which Wittmann recommends. The other appendix.
shows the mobilization allowance and monthly pay of all;
medical officers aecording to the position which they may
happen to fill.
The book is written in a light and attractive style'

which makes it most interesting to read; it gives a.
great insight into German methods in the field. To a.
German medical officer of the reserve who wishes to.
keep himself up to date the work should be of the
greatest help, as Wittmann has really sucoeeded in pre-
senting a dull but necessary subject in an attraotive and,
at the same time most instructive form.

BIOLOGY.
THE general teaching of medical 'studc nts bas formed'
a butt for many shafts of hostile criticism, and no.
part of it more so than the preliminary training in
biology, physics, and chemistry. The amount of each of
those subjects which should be taught is a much-debated
question; as to the manner, there ought to be more.
unanimity. It should be recognized that the medical'
student does not wa4t a long course on biological classi-
fication, the periodic law, or mechanics. These matters.
are useful enough and interesting in a general way, but
their practical utility is not great; they donot, as main-
tained by some, add culture, but are at best a "mere-
smattering."} To such medical men as are ambitious
enough, and have time to spare, to desire a wider academic-
culture, the way of an arts or science degree is open. In
biology the field is wide enough to provide material for a.
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