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THOMAS RICHARDS, M.D.EDIN.,

CONSULTING PHYSICIAN, THE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM.

WE regret to announce the death of Dr. Thomas Richards,
of Temple House, Bath Row, Birmingham, which resulted
from pneumonia on April 4th, while staying at Llandudno.
He left home the week before Easter for a holiday, and
during the journey he caught a chill.
He was born on July lst, 1854, at Salisbury, where his

father held an important position in the Inland Revenue
Department. His medical education was pursued at Guy's
Hospital and at Edinburgh University. He became
L.S.A. in 1876, and M.R.C.S.Eng. in the following year.
In 1878 he took the degrees of M.B., C.M.Edin., and in
1884 that of M.D. He then entered into partnership with
Dr. Potts, of Birmingham, and subsequently acquired his
practice. He was elected Physician to the Children's
Hospital in December, 1883, and rendered good service to
the institution in this capacity until 1904, when he was
appointed Consulting Physician. He took great interest
in the recent plans for rebuilding the hospital. His genial
disposition and kindly manner made for him many friends,
by whom he is sincerely mourned.
Apart from his medical work, Dr. Richards was

especially known for his enthuisiasm in connexion
with the Volunteer and Territorial forc of Birming-
ham. He was gazetted a Surgeon in the lst Volunteer
Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment in 1884,
and four years later reoeived his commission as a com-
batant officer. In 1891 he received his company, and in
1899 was promoted Honorary Major. In September, 1904,
after serving the regiment for twenty years, he was
awarded the Volunteer Decoration. He joined the Terri-
torial Force, and received the command of C Company
of the 5th Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
He was President of the Officers' Mess at the Head
Quarters of the 5th and 6th Battalions, and his death
has cast a gloom among the men of the two battalions.
Dr. Richards was a bachelor.
The funeral took place on April 8th at Warstone Lane

Cemetery, Birmingham, with full military honours.
Besides the chief mourners and representatives from the
Children's Hospital and numerous public institutions,
there were 300 Territorial rank and file and over
80 officers present. Officers attended not only from the
5th and 6th Battalions, but also from the 8th Royal
Warwickshire Regiment, the 3rd South Midland Brigade,
R.F.A., the Royal Army Medical Corps, and the Army
Service Corps. The parade was commanded by Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Barnsley. The coffin, which was covered
by the Union Jack, and bearing the helmet and sword of
the late major, was placed on a gun carriage found by
the 3rd South Midland Brigade, R.F.A. The firing party
consisted of 100 men of C Company, which Major Richards
commanded.
The Bishop of Birmingham, as acting chaplain to the

5th and 6th Battalions, conducted the service in the chapel,
and gaVe a brief address, in which he referred to Di.
Richards's devotion to duty and bis love for the poor.
Besides the friends of his own cIass, Dr. Richards left
many among the very poor, who truly mourned him.
Zeal for his profession had not caused him to forget his
duty to God, his duty to the poor, or his duty to his
country. He was the life and soul of the officers' mess,
and was diligent and efficient as a soldier.

COLONEL THOMAS STEPHENSON WEIR, late of the Indian
Medical Service, died at Bombay on March 11th. He
joined the Bombay Medical Department as an Assistant
Surgeon, April lst, 1870, and became Colonel, April lst,
1900, retiring from the service in 1906. From the Bombay
Gazette we learn that Colonel Weir, who was a native of
Tnniskilling, was educated at Dtndalk, and graduated at
Trinity College, Dablin. He was well known in Bombay
as the executive health officer of the Bombay Municipality
for many years. For some time he was Principal Medical
Officer of the Quetta Division, and had but recently
returned to Bombay in ill-health. He was advised to
return home, and purposed doing so after dispatching some
urgent private work, but his illness suddenly took a serious
turn and ended fatally.
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THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT AND UNSOUND FOOD.
THE difficulties and expenses attendant upon the due adminis-
tration of the Public Health Act in so far as it relates to the
sale of unsound food are well illustrated in a case heard by Mr.
Justice Channell on March 21st. The facts may be very briefly
stated. A butcher was under contract with the War O)ffice to
supply meat to the barracks at Winchester. This contract pro-
vided for the rejection of unsound meat, for special inspection
of meat at certain times, and for fining the contractor for each
occasion when the meat was rejected at a special inspection.
Certain meat having been rejected by the War Office officials as
not being in accordance with the contract, notice was given to
the Medical Officer of Health at Winchester. He inspected the
meat pursuant to Sec. 116 of the Public Health Act, 1875, and
seized it. After this the butcher received notice from the War
Office to determine his existiDg contracts. It was proved that
some of the meat was in fact unfit for food, but that the butcher
and his assistants were not aware of the fact. A summons
against him for exposing improper meat for sale was dismissed.
Now the Public Health Act, 1875, Sec. 304, provides that where
any person sustains damage by reason of the exercise of any cf
the powers of the Act, and is not himself in default, full com-
pensation must be paid by the local authority, the amount being
settled in a case of dispute by arbitration. An arbitrator was
appointed who made an award directing that the butcher was
entitled (inter alia) to £118 Is. 9d. in respect of oosts incurred
by him at the abortive prosecution; and to £800 by way of
general damages. The matter having come before the court to
enforce the award it was held that all these damages were
recoverable.

INFECTION AND EMPLOYMENT.
M.O.H.-(1) The uninfected members of a family or other per-
sons in the same house as a person suffering from scarlet fever
can be prevented from pursuing their callings or going into
shops or public places in those districts in which Section 61
of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, is in force,
or where similar provisions are made in a local Act. Seetion6l.
enacts that where a local authority has provided a temporary
shelter or house accommodation for the purpose, it may, on
the appearance of any infectious disease in a house, cause any
person, who is not himself sick, and who consents to leave
the house, to be removed to the temporary shelter. If the
person does not consent, two justices, on the application of
the local authority, and on being satisfied of the necessity for
removal, may make an order for the removal. Section 109 of
the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, prohibits, under a
penalty, the giving out from a factory or workshop of any
wearing apparel to be made, cleaned, or repaired, in a dwelling
house in which any inmate is suffering from small-pox or
scarlet fever. Section 110 of the same Act enables a district
council to make an order forbidding any work connected with
wearing apparel being given out to a person living in a house
in which tere is a case of infectious disease.

(2) A medical officer of health can claim a fee for notifying
to himself cases of infectious disease which he has discovered
on being called to his private patients.

THE Scientific Esperantist Association has decided to
form a Congress Section, whose function will be to make
arrangements. with the organizing committees of inter-
national congresses either for the immediate translation
into Esperanto of communications in languages not under-
stood by all the members of the congress, or for the
publication of a translation of such communications,
together with the official reports, immediately after the
congress. For this purpose the " Kongresa Sekelo " has
instituted an offlce of Esperantist translators of all
nationalities, whose services will be available until the
organizing committees of the various nations find among
their own members persons competent to do the work.
This year will, it is thought, afford a particularly favour-
able opportunity of starting the Congress Section of the
Esperantist Scientific Association. The Universal Exposi-
tion which is to be held at Brussels will furnish the
occasion for the holding of over sixty congresses of one
kind or another in that city, and the Belgian Government
intends to make special arrangements for the publication
of official records of these gatherings. The General
Organizing Committee of the Congresses has expressed
itself favourable to the creation of a special office for
translation into Esperanto. The Esperantist Scientific
Association appeals to all interested in the moven:ent to
place themselves in communication with M. Rollet de l'Isle
rue de la Bourse, Geneva, who has provisionally uder
taken the duties of general secretary.
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