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wue on the reduction en masse of strangulated and non-
strangulated herniae, by Mr. A. B. Howitt and Mr. Edred
Corner, who also contribute one on the treatment of
gangrene in strangulated herniae; a third on the etio-
logy of the granular kidney of childhood, by Dr. J. E. H.
a-wyer, in which he suggests a similar causation as for

the more rapidly progressing cirrhosis of the liver; and
9 fourth on the bacteriology of the more unusual forms of
donjunctivitis, by Mr. P. N. Panton.

Tlhe third volume of the eighteenth series of Inter-
national Cltnice for 190819 contains an unusually large
number of papers-twenty-five in all. Among them is one
by Dr. J. Jastrow, entitled, On the Trail of the Sub-
conscioug, and another on Chronic Milk Infection (Maras-
mus), by Dr. R. B. Gilbert. But that which for its sub-
ject-matter is especially valuable is one by Mr. James
Sherren on the diagnosis of injuries of the peripheral
nerves from those of the spinal cord, in which he applies
the conjoint observations of himself and Dr. Head to
practical surgery.

The twentieth volume of the Traneactions of the Southern
Surgical and Gynaecological Association covers the work
done at the annual meeting held in New Orleans in
December, 1907. It has been edited by Dr. W. D. Haggard,
and.is notable for the excellent reproduction of engravings
and other pictures of an early date, dealing with subjects
connected with anatomy, surgery, and gynaecology, with
'whfch the address delivered by the President, Dr. Howard
A. Kelly, of Baltimore, on art applied to medicine and
suirgery, is illustrated. Apart from this interesting paper,
there are some fifty others dealing with various points in
surgery. The majority deal with general surgery rather
than the special field of gynaecologists. Included is an
excellent and prolonged discussion on the treatment of
fractures.

In the autumn of 1907 the dermatologists gathered in
fbrce in New York, and as an outcome we have received
tWo portly volumes entitled the Transactions of the Sixth
International Dermatological Congress, 1907.20 Each of
these volumes contains some 500 pages, and both are
adorned by numerous plates. The book doubtless consti-
tutes a mine of information with regard to current
opinions on dermatological subjects; but though there are
lists of specimens exhibited and of cases shown, and of
contributors, and something in the way of a general index,
there is no general list of papers read. It is to be feared,
therefore, that much of the excellent work done at this
congress will be utilized by a far smaller number of
persons than might otherwise be the case.

19 International Clinics. A Quarterly. Edited byaW. T. Longcope.
M.D. Eighteenth series, 1908. Philadelphia and London: J. BLippincott Co. 1908. (Roy. 8vo. pp. 306.)
YO Transactions of the Sixth International Dermatological Congress.Eldited by Dr. J. A. Fordyce, Secretary-General. New York: The

Knickerbocker Press. 1908.

MEDICINAL AND DIETETIC PREPARATIONS.
ORGANIC ARSENIC COMPOUNDS."KharinI" and " Orsudan."-Two new organic com-pounds of arsenium have been recently introduced byMessrs. Burroughs, Wellcome, and Co. (Snow Hill, London,E.C.), under the names " Kharsin" and " Orsudan."Kharsin is described as sodium 3-methyl-4-aminophenyl-arsonate, containing 23.7 per cent. of the elementarsenium, and Orsudan as its acetyl derivative, containing25.4 per cent. of arsenium. Both are white crystallinepowders, very readily soluble in water; they are alsosupplied in the form of 1-grain tabloids, for administrationby hypodermic injection or by the mouth. Specimens ofthese which we examined dissolved completely with greatreadiness.

Arsacetln.-We have received from Messrs. Meister,Lucius, and Briining, Limited (51, St. Mary Axe, London,E.C.) a specimen of a new organic arsenium compoundwhich they have recently introduced under the name"1Arsacetin." This is described as sodium para-acetyl-amino-phenylarsinate, or acetyl-atoxyl, and it is statedthat the introduction of the acetyl group results in pro-ducing a compound of much lower toxicity (just asaeetanilide is less toxic than aniline, or phenacetin thanphenetidine), and of greater stability and similar thera-peutic effect. Arsacetin is a crystalline white powder,readily soluble in water; examination showed it to befree from inorganic arsenious and arsenic compounds,while rich in arsenium.

Preparations of Atoxyl.-Messrs. R. W. Greeff and Co.
(20, Eastcheap, London, E.C.) have forwarded samples of
various preparations for the administration of atoxyl
(sodium para - amino - phenylarsinate). These include
tablets containing 0.05 gram (i grain) of atoxyl with sugar
of milk; tablets containing the same amount together with
i grain of lactate of iron; capsules containing 5 grains of
Blaud's pill mass wlth i grain of atoxyl; and ampoules of
solution of atoxyl for hypodermic injection. Examination
of the specimens showed that the tablets disintegrated
well in water the capsules contained the iron in the
ferrous condition, but the envelope did not dissolve at all
readily when shaken in warm water.

Hydrogen Peroxide.
Messrs. McKesson andRobbins (New York; London agent,

Mr. A. C. Wootton, 14, Trinity Square, E.C.) supply a stable
solution of hydrogen peroxide for medical and surgical pur-
poses, under the name " Pyrozone." This is a 3 per cent.
solution, and it is claimed that it will keep for at least six
months without loss of strength. We have recently
examined a specimen which had been in our keeping for
over seven months, and found it to contain just 3.0 per cent.
of real peroxide, with only 0.05 per cent. of mineral acid.

Compound Liquorice Powder without Sugar.
Messrs. Lorimer and Co. (Britannia Row, Islington, N.)

have submitted a sample of their Pulv. Glycyrrh. Co. sine
Saccharo, in which sugar is omitted and the powder sweet-
ened with saccharin. The dose is thereby reduced to
one-half, and the powder is made more suitable for use
by diabetic or gouty patients.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.
The Single-Service Milk Container.

A MONO-SERVICE MILK-PAIL which seemed to offer several
advantages in the distribution of milk and its care after
reaching the household wal noticed in this column on
June 15th, 1907. We have recently received from America
a pamphlet dealing with the "1 Single-service Container,"
and describing a paper vessel which seems to be identical
with the mono-service milk-pail with the exception of an
alteration in the lid. Along with the pamphlet is enclosed
a report on the appliance from Dr. A. H. Stewart of the
Bacteriological Laboratory of the Bureau of Health,
Philadelphia. This report is entirely favourable, and
Dr. Stewart states that the milk contained in the single-
service container is cleaner bacteriologically and will keep
two days longer sweet than that in the ordinary glass
bottle. Amongst other advantages of the container over
the glass bottle, he enumerates the low initial cost and
the absence of loss from breakage, the saving of labour
and money in the re-collection and cleansing, lessened
weight, and the impossibility of contamination in transit.
With these opinions we see no reason to differ. As the
containers can be supplied at a cost of ld. for 20 quart
or 25 pint vessels there should be an ultimate saving in
their use over that of glass bottles. We should be pleased
to see one of the large dairy companies giving the
apparatus a trial.

A Help for Very Bad Sight.
One of the most useful appliances which we have

recently seen for the assistance of those unfortunate cases
which have but little vision left in the only seeing eye is a
spectacle suggested and used for some years in suitable
cases by Mr. R. W. Doyne, of London and Oxford. It
consists simply of an aplanatic lens of about 14 or 15 D. set in
a spectacle frame, and, having fixed in front of it a bar
which is adjusted so that when it is touching the paper
which the patient is about to read things are at the best
focus, while it also indicates to the patient the line which
he is reading. Every one knows how a patient with per-
haps advanced optic atrophy is enabled just to read with a
large convex lens which greatlyniagnifies the print. The
great disadvantage of this is that the lens must be held
in one hand and moved backwards and forwards, so that it
is never steady, nor is it kept at the right focus. This dis-
advantage is completely done away with in the instrument
under notice, while the patient very soon gets to be able to
run his eye along the line with ease and precision. Its
limits must be recognized. It is utterly unsuitable and
useless for any one with binocular vision, or who can in
any way use the two eyes; it should only be ordered for
patients who have but one eye effective, the sight of which
is so bad that only by strong magnification of the print is
reading possible. The instrument is made by M-essrs.
Davidson and Co., Opticians, Great Portland Street, W.
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