
i 8o MEDICALJOBRNAL] SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE. [JAN. i6, i909.

ataI.
NATIvE DoCTORS.

SOME recent events have again attracted attention to the
existence and customs of native doctors. These men are
at present accorded a definite standing by the Legislature;
indeed, for all practical legal purposes their position
scarcely differs from that of fully-qualified European prac-
titioners. Like the latter, they are expected to take out
;an annual licence, for which the Government receives a
fee of £3, and their legal recognition is so complete that
within recent times certain members of this class have
been allowed to use the law courts for the enforcement of
the payment of fees from patients. Nevertheless, they are, so
far as real medical knowledge is concerned, natives pure
and simple, whom it would not be easy to differentiate
from the tribal " doctors," obeah men, and witch finders
of the West Coast of Africa. In spite of their
ignorance, however, they are able, as a recent
trial revealed, to get hold of the most powerful
European poisons, and case after case during the past
few years has shown that they are a danger to the
ptLblic in other ways. Many charges of murder have
originated owing to their existence, and though the
accused have not always been found guilty, the trials left
little room for doubt that murders are from time to time
committed with a view to obtaining the heart and other
parts of the human body, which in native medicine are
considered of value in treatment. Furthermore, the
Dinizalu inquiry and other investigations into the circum-
stances attending the last Kaffir rising suffice to show that
men of this class exercise a strong influence over native
minds, and that "doctoring for war," in which human
blood and bones play a part, is still in existence. Men of
the same type are doubtless to be found in all semicivilized
areas, but when a colony has reached a development such
as that of Natal it is difficult to believe that they are any
but a retarding influence, helping to keep up customs and
habits which, in the interest of all, should pass awav. In
any case, we know of no other British possession in which
such persons are not only suffered by the authorities, but
actually recognized and protected by them. Doubtless
they would continue to exist and practise their arts for
some time to come, whatever steps were taken, but at
least the Government should refuse its countenance to
them, and for its own credit and repute cease to make a
profit out of their existence.

ANKYLOSTOMIASIS.
As recorded in a recent issue, ankylostomiasis is not

only causing a considerable degree of suffering among
the imported coolies and a great deal of expense to their
employers, but is now known to have attacked several
Europeans. The mortality returns for November in the
Durban area suggest, indeed, that possibly the disease is
more rife among Europeans than has hitherto been
suspected. The total death-rate for Durban is shown to
be only 13.3 per 1,000, which, so far as it goes, is
entirely satisfactory; but, on the other hand, niearly
20 per cent. of the whole of the deaths amongst Euro-
peans are ascribed to that vague condition known as
marasmus. Two or three years ago this term and its
analogues-such as general debility and wasting-used
to figure frequently in the reports concerning the Indian
population, and there is little doubt now that in many
cases they covered deaths from ankylostomiasis, a disease
at that time not known to have been imported from India.
It seems possible, if not probable, that some of the deaths
mow attributed to marasmus in the European returns are
due to the same cause.

4jitauritius.
THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

THE Colonial Office report on Mauritius is by no means
encouraging. With an overplus of population and the
island at its maXimum of productivity, " the future," it is
-stated, "must give cause for anxiety." Poverty is
undoubtedly on the increase, and there is a general
tendency towards pauperism, while the plague and the

epidemic of surra among the equines still linger. Poverty
is stated to be in great measure answerable for the unsatis-
factory condition of public health, but there is, neverthe-
less, an improvement upon the preceding year. The birth-
rate has increased to 37.6 per mille, and the death-rate
has fallen from 40 to. 34.7. The total population of the
island is 377,644, of whom nearly 264,000 are Indians.
For some years past there has been an increase in the
latter and decrease in the Creole population.

Malaria accounted for 4,262 admissions to the hospitals,
a considerable increase on the previous year, and dysentery,
with 1,286 admissions, is nearly double that of 1906. Charts
are given to show that the curve of the rainfall
and that of malaria are practically identical, the
number of cases rising steadily from February to
April, and then rapidly diminishing to a minimum
in September. A similar chart shows the coinci-
dence of dysentery with the rainfall until July, when
a prolonged drought set in until November; the con-
sequent stagnation and pollution of the streams was
attended by a high prevalence of dysentery and diarrhoeal
disorders. Altogether 23,355 cases were admitted into the
fourteen hospitals, in addition to the 55,635 persons treated
in the dispensaries, an increase of 3,000 over the previous
year's figures. It is noticeable that tuberculosis is on the
increase. Beri-beri, which is not endemic in the island,
broke out simultaneously in three out of the four prisons,
and the infection was ascribed to the use of a decorticated
unstoved rice from the East. The epidemic at once sub-
sided on changing the diet to bread at first, and then to
ordinary Indian rice. Plague came to the island in 1899,
and since then there have been 6,740 cases and 5,158
deaths, giving a death-rate of 76 per cent. of cases attacked.
This is very steady, the highest in any year being 81, and
the lowest 73 per cent. The year 1907 is noteworthy as
recording only 224 cases, the lowest since the introduc-
tion of the disease. A strenuous campaign against rats
was kept up, and 125,000 destroyed by the Government
rateatchers. A most important feature of the year was
the establishment of a bacteriological laboratory, in which
much research work with regard to surra has been done.

*PQtiaI fIwe5Lubence.
PARIS.

The Retiring -President of the Academy of Medicine.
-Treatment of Di88eminated ,Sclero8is by X Ray8.-
Diagno8is of Enlarged Intertracheo-bronchial Lymphatic
Gland8.-Treatment of Cerebro-spinal Meningitis.

AT the first meeting of the Academie de Medecine for
1909, M. Bacquosy, the retiring President, passed in review
the work of the year, calling special attention to the com-
munications of M. Calmette of Lille on the ophthalmo-
diagnosis of tubercle, of Professor Vaillard on preventive
injections of antitoxin serum in the prophylactic treat-
ment of tetanus in man, and the report of M. .Widal on
epidemics, notification and disinfection. M. Leon Labbe,
who is a member of the Senate, then took the presidential
chair, and Professor Dieulafoy took his seat as vice-
president, to which office he was recently elected.

Professor Raymond presented a report on a paper by
Professor Marinesco of Bucharest on 2 cases of dis-
seminated sclerosis which had been improved under radio-
therapeutic treatment. He had been led to use the
treatment owing to the good effects obtained from x rays,
especially in cases of syringomyelia, by Raymond, Babinski
and others:
CASE I.-A young man, aged 29, had sixteen sittings. There

was a notable improvement in the majority of the troubles of
motility; the trembling in the upper limbs disappeared almost
completely and the patient could carry a glass of water to his
lips; he began to write again, speed improved, and muscular
strength increased. The walking also improved, but to a less
noticeable degree.
CASE il.-A young woman, aged 25, had eight sittings, fol-

lowed by improvement in walking and diminution of the
trembling; she walked with less hesitation and with less
fatigue than formerly.

The treatment was applied every other day at the level of
.the lumbar region. The patients were exposed for seven
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