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BERTRAM ABRAHAMS, M.B., F.R.C.P.,
ASSISTANT PHYSICIAN, WESTMINSTER H0SPITAL.

IT 18 with great regret that we have to announce the death
at the early age of 38 of Dr. Bertram Abrahams, senior
assistant physician to Westminster Hospital.
For many years Dr. Abrahams had not enjoyed robust

health, owing to an affection of the kidneys, but he had
just returned from a month's holiday In Greece, apparently
more vigorous than usual, and his death, after little more
than a fortnight's lllness, will be a great shock to his
numerous friends.
Bertram Abrahams was the son of Mr. L. B. Abrahams,

till recently head master of the Jewrs' Free School, and
was born In London in 1870., He. was educated at the
City of London School, where he gave early promise of
great ability. Entering JUniverslty College he took the
B.Sc. with honours at the University of London, and
qualified M.R.C.S., L R.C.P., In 1894; In 1895 passed the
final M.B. of the 'University of London with honours In
medicine and forensic medicine. In 1904 he was elected
a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians. In addition
to being Assisitant Pbysiclan to Westminster Hospital he
was Joint Lecturer on Medicine and Subdean of the
Medical School. He was Examiner in Phystology to the
Conjoint Board, and was recently appointed Medical
Inspector of Schools by the London County Council. In
1907 he delivered the Arris and Gale lecture at the Royal
College of Surgeons.

Dr. Abrahams took a great interest in the children of
the poor of his community, and was very anxious to foster
a taste for athletics among the boys. In this way he
became one of the founders, If not the originator of the
Jewish Lads' Brigade, and for many years never failed to
attend the summer camp at Deal, where he acted as
Erlncipal medical officer.
Of an unselfish and sympathetic nature, he was always

ready to help others, and any research with a view to
solving some difficult medical problem was aure to enlist
his eager sympathy and valuable assistance; unfortunately
In this way he often added much to the work which was
already more than his delicate constitution could bear.
For several winters he practtied In Egypt, and had been
advised to live altogether In that country. It Is to be
regretted that the desire for more work, and especially for
teaching, which always had a great attraction for him,
induced him to brave the rigours of the English climate.
He was a frequent contributor to this JOUBNAL, and was

also the author of articles on diseases of the pharynx and
oesophagus, on myalgia, and on myositis ossifican In
Allchin's Manual of Medicine. In addition he wrote a
book on the principles of pathology, and edited a German-
English Dictionary of medical terms, a work which
involved enormous labour.

Dr. Abrahams hal no son, but leaves a widow and an
only daughter.

The advice given in this column for the asistance o/membes
is based on medico-ethical principls geiwraly reoznized by
the profesion, but must not be taken as representing dirset
findings of the Central Ethical Committee.

MEDICAL ANSWERS TO NEWSPAPER
CORRESPOINDENTS.

WE have receivyd a cuttlig from the Birmitngham Daily
Mcail of Tuesday, June 16th, oontaining the following
advertisement:

" Wilte to MedioD if you are ill, and he will give you
advice free of oharge.-Partioulars In the Birminghamm
Weekcly Post."

We take this to mean that the Btrmingham Weekly Post
has a column for medioal advie, and that this is an adver-
tisement of the newspaper-whilch matntatus this column as
an Induesment to subsoribers. Our correspondent goes
on to say that the answers are furnished by a well-
known general practitioner and that it 1I, In his opinion,
"unprofesslonal" conduct. The matter is well worthy of
cDnsideration by the Central Ethioal Committee, as we do
not know that any formal pronouncement has ever been
made upon the point; it is, however, generally recognfzed
that medioal advice oannot be given satisfactorily witbout
seeing the patient, but how far It may be possible to lay
down a definite rule Is a question that needs careful
oonsideration.

PATIENT'S RIGHT TO CONSULTANT'S OPINION.
MIDDLE EAST writes: A. treated a child for some time, and
diagnosed chtonic malaria. During A.'s absence B. attended
the ohild and spreed with A. Shortly afterwards a relative
took the child for change of air, and she was seen and,
examined by C., who knows A. well, and B. by reputation..
He was told thal'the child had been attended by A. and B.,,
but he diagnosed tuberoulous disease of the upper lobe of the
left lung, told the relative so, and furnished her with a
diagram on whloh he shaded In black the area said to be
affeoted, and gave her a piece of paper on which he stated.
which of the symptoms were probably due to the lung-
condition, and that he had found tuberole bacilli in the
sputum. On her return the child's relatives naturally
blamed A. and B., but a very careful examination by three
physicians confirmed their diagnosie. Was C. iustified in
givlng this diagram and open note to the child's relative ?
Knowing that both A. and B. had attended the child, would'
is not have been more in ascordance with professional
etiquette had he enclosed the diagram and note in an
envelope and given it to the relative to hand to either A. or
B. on her return ?
*** Anyone consulting a praotitioner either for himself,,

or for a person under his care, has a right to know the
opinion that the practitioner has formed of the case, and
would not feel satisfied unless he got it. At the same time
we do not approve of the patient being given a diagram. C.
might quite well have enclosed It with a note to A. or B.

CHARGES TO AN EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY.
FBRRY.-We think two guineas would be a fair and reasonable
charge to make for attending at the school, reducing-and
setting the fraoture and applying splints, but the fact that
our correspcndent has small prospect of obtaining any
farther remuneration from the patient for his after-treat-
ment of the caes must not, In our opinion, b3 taken Into
consideration In fixing the charge to be made to the educa-
tional anthoitly.

INTERFERENCE WITH OTHER MEN'S PATIENTS.
ExPztIEzNcz complains that a neighbouring practitioner who
with hls consent had seen his patient in his absence, con-
tinues to visit the house "as a friend," although he has not
been allowed to see the patient again. He wishes to know
what course he should purues; whether he should write a
letter of protest to the offending practitioner or bring It
before the Branch of the British Medical Association ?
*** The practitioner in question shows want of tact and

discretion in continuing to call, but as the parents of the
patient are loyal to our correspondent it would be best to
take no notioe.

CHARGES FOR MEDICAL CLUB.
QUERY asks (1)what would be a reasonable charge for membere

of a medical club in a purely agricultural district where the
wages average about 13s. a week. At present the payments
are: Men, 5s. per annum; women, 23.; and 2d. for each
child. (2) Is it unprofessional to employ a collector to go
about to collect subscriptions on commission ? (3) Is it
right for a public vaccinator to obarge the guardians with.
the cost of vaccinating private patients ?
*** (1) The present rate is too low. The women ought to

psy as much as the men. It would be reasonable, too, if
more were paid for attendanoe on the children; 2d. per
annum per child could not possibly be remunerative. (2) The
employment of a collector, especially where he is paid by
commission, is nearly always objectionable. In some cases
it may be' necessary, and then the greatest care must be
taken that the collector does not canvass the patients of
other doctors and "tout" for his employer. (3) A publio
vaccinator is required to vaccinate any person in his district
*who applies to him, and his duty obliges him to call on alt
whose names are sent him by the vaccination officer, and
offer to vaccinate if desired. He must often, therefore, be
required to vacoinate "private patients," and is entitled to
charge the usual fees for so doing.

PROFESSIONAL BECRECY.
D. P. H. writes: A reformed woman is under my care for

syphillitio disease of the nose. She is nowsa communioant
at the parish church. I put the case to her very carefully
and suggested she should either herself make some special
arrangement with the vicar or allow me to do so. She
promised not to oommunioate and for a time kept her
promise, but nOW breaks it.
*** While symplathizing with our correspondent's difficulty

we think he must hold to the rule that he cannot violate
professional secrecy without permission from his patient,
but he may, of course, try the effect of further remonstrance..
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