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Dr. Farrar states that the district is in a state of transi-
tion; a considerable amount of squalid and insanitary
property still exists, but a large number of well-planned
and well-built artisan houses have been erected during the
past ten years. Certain houses in portions of the district,
especially Beaufort, are badly ventilated, but the Council,
when the leases fall in, are determined to compel the
owners to demolish them, and he expects that in about
five years' time the houiaingeonditions of Ebbw Vale will
give little grouind for adverse comment. He considers it
desirable that owners of house property should induce
their tenants to plant and cultivate the garden plots
which are, in the majority of cases, attached to houses,
and as the competition for- hottees is so keen throughout
the district, it would be quite practicable to insist upon
this as a condition of .-Occupancy. Referring to the
drainage, he saye-tbat'the Ebbw Rtver is grossly polluted
with domestic sews4e, and the drainage conditions are
not what they might be, especially in Beaufort. The
scavenging was certainly very much better done by the
Council's own workmen than by those employed by con-
tractors, and, in the opinion of the surveyor, it could also
be carried out directly by the Council in the outlying
districts, which at preseit are.-let to contractors. After
comparing the cost of scavenging by the Council and
contractors, jie says that in any. ase the superior efficiency
of work done under the direct control of the Council
would justify a slightly higfie6_expenditure.
As regards the lelmentary schools, Dr. Farrar says that

there is some overcrowding, especially in the infants'
departments, and a regrettable .tenency on the part of
mothers to evade their natural responsibilities by utilizing
infants' schools as er?ckee. Although some of the schools
are not in a very good sanitary eondikion, and much over-
crowding prevails, yet the children, attending the Ebbw
Vale schools have, on the whole, a remarkably healthy and
robust appearance, although he noticed a few cases of
inflammation of the eyelids.
Dealing with the sanitary administration of the district,

Dr. Farrar, in the interest of efficient-saitary2administra-
tion in the EBbw Vale and adjacet4tqistricts, strongly
recommends that. the Ebbw Vale Urbin District Council
should, if possible, enter into a combination with some of
the adjoining urbran districts to appoint a whole-time
medical officer of health. The facilities of communication
offered by. the Great. Western and London and North
Western.Railways were such that a medical officer of
health resident at either Brynmawr or Ebbw Vale could
efficiently supervise the sanitary 'administration of the
following ,urban .di'tricts, all or some of them, namely,
Brynmawr, Nantyglo, and, Blaina, Tredegar, Ebbw Vale,
Abertillery, Bedwellty, Risca, and Abercarn. Dr. Farrar
makes the following recommendations
That prompt attention should be paid to the matter of

sewerage and drainage in certain parts of the district, parti¢u-
lardy Beaufort ;
That all the scavenging of the district should be carried out

directly by the 4onncll
That the Council shouldacquire a destructor, and abolish the

tips now In use;
That the successful efforts hitherto made should be continued

tok lnprove existing house accommodation, and to bring a
nuiberof dwellings up to a level with the requirements of the
district.
With reference to Dr. Farrar's recommendation for the

appointment of a whole-time medical officer of health, the
Abertillery Council has taken steps to convene a con-
ference with representatives of the Nantyglo and Blaina
and the Ebbw Vale councils to discuss the matter. The
three councils have been informed by the jocal Govern-
ment Board that the sanctioning of the reappointment of
the present .medical officers would only be granted pro-
visionally and on condition that the councils took steps in
the matter.

THE fortieth annual meeting of the Canadian Medical
Association will be held at Montreal, September 11th, 12th,
and 13th, under the presidency of Dr. Alexander McPhedran
of Toronto.
JAPAN AND THE RED CROSS CONTERENCM.-The Japanese

Red Cross Society will be represented at the forthcoming
Conference of the Rel Cross Societies by Baron Takeo
Ozawa and Dr. Nagao Ariga. The delegates from the
Japanlese Government will be Surgeon.Major Kasai,
Colonel Gori S;hibi, and Surgeon Kenji Kawanishi.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
PARIS.

Acadtmie de MMdecine: Report of Commi8sion on TyphoiD
Fever and Gaetro-intestinal In.fection from Oyster8.

AT the last meeting of the Acad6mie de M6decine Pro-
fessor Netter made a very full report on typhoid fevew
and infectious accidents following the ingestion of
oysters and the measures to be taken to prevent their
recurrence. On February 5th Professor Netter made a
communication to the Acaddmie on typhoid fever and
gastro-intestinal troubles following the eating of oysters
from Cette. A special Commission was appointed, con-
sisting of MM. C'hantemesse, Chatin, Edmond, Perrier,
Vaillard, and Netter as reporter (vide BRITISH; MEDICAL.
JOURNAL, February 16th). To the 120 cases contained in
his first communication Professor-Netter is now able to addi
155 new cases. No fewer than 262 cases of gastro-intes-
tinal infection, including 63 cases of typhoid, were traced
in less than five months-from September, 1906, toJanuary,
1907-all having their origin in oysters bought in Cette.
This figure is much below the actual reality, for from
October 1st, 1906, to January 31st, 1907, from the railway
station at Cette 390 -tons of oysters were sent away by
express train, and 749 tons of oysters by slow trains, to
stations on the coast of France where there are existing
oyster beds. The list of cases described occurred in thirty
different localities in France and two abroad (Geneva and
London). After describing the epidemics of Winchester,
Southampton, Middletown (Connecticut), and Sables
d'Oloure in France, and experiments proving that oysters
can take up and keep pathogenic bacteria for a certain
time, the special Commission recommends certain
measures to be taken to prevent the contamination of
oysters, directly or indirectly, either at the oyster bed
or from the time the oysters are collected till
their arrival at the table of the consumer. The
maritime authorities should institute an inquiry
which shall be topographical, chemical, and bacterio-
logical, which should include all oyster beds, whether
they be natural beds, or artificially made for rearing, fat-
tening, or keeping oysters prior to- their being gathered
for sale. Those beds only sbould be allowed which are
recognized-on inquiry as healthy, or in which the required
measures have been put Into operation, and these beds
should be under regular inspection. Regulations forbidding
the pollution of -water courses should be strictly applied
by municipalities in the neighbourhood of oyster beds.
Natural beds in which the sanitary conditions are

doubtful- shall only be authorized to be dragged during
the season when there is no danger of the oysters being
sold. Those oysters can then be taken away by owners of
oyster beds and left for a sufficient length of time to assure
the oysters being cleansed. The transport and the sale of
these oysters shall be under inspection, to prevent con-
tamination in transit, or at the wholesale or retail establish-
ment3. Foreign oysters aball not be allowed to enter the
country, unless grown under similar restiictions as French
oysters, and shall be provided with a certificate indicating
their origin. The discussion and vote on these conclusions
will take place at the next meeting of the Acad6mie.

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE CEARTER AND THE CONSTITUTION.

SIR,-At the risk of still further increasing the corre-
spondence you have already received on this subject ,

cannot let Dr. Bradshaw's letter in your last issue pass
without a. protest.
He says "Whatever the intentions of the Committee

may have been, the fact remains that the Divisions, espe-
cially those in large towns, were planned out in such a
manner as to secure the right to return as many delegates.
as possible."

Dr. Bradehaw is no doubt entitled to speak for Liverpool,
and perhaps also for a neighbouring city, but I cannot
think that this was the motive which -actuated the
members of the Association in other parts of the kingdom.
in planning out the Divisions. If Such a considerativifas
this was the ideal present to the minds of the memberm
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