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RECONSTITUTION OF DURHAM IUNIVERSITY.
Draft Bill Carried at Convocation.

AT a Convocation at Durham University on April 27th
various degrees in medicine and surgery were conferred.
The draft Bill for the reconstitution of the University was
then introduced for discussion by Sir Isambard Owen, who
spoke of the necessity of the change and of the benefits
that will accrue to all the faculties of the University by the
federation proposed. If the scheme is carried through
Parliament the Newcastle Colleges of Medicine and
Science will figure more prominently in the management
of university matters than hitherto. To many of the
theological partisans the draft Bill does not commend
itself, and yet, as pointed out by its spokesman, there is
nothing in the Bill that will injure Durham as Durham,
for she will retain all that at present belongs to her. On
the motion being submitted to Convocation it was carried
by a majority of sixteen. Of this subject we shall hear
more later on.

RoYAL VICTORIA INFIRMARY.
Several changes, administrative and other, have taken

place at the Royal Victoria Infirmary. To the post of
Director of the Bacteriological Department Mr. Herbert I.
Slade, M.B., B.S., has been appointed. From the position
of Senior House-Physician Dr. W. Hume has retired, and
is succeeded by Dr. H. Drummond.
The increasing amount of supervision required in con-

nexion with clinical teaching in the infirmary and the
direction of the course of studies for medical students,
accompanied by a change in the personnel of the resident
staff and in the duties hitherto discharged by the Senior
House-Physician, have necessitated the creation of a new
appointment connected with the teaching in the Royal
Victoria Infirmary. To this office Dr. Thomas Beattie has
been appointed with the title of Dean. All inquiries
regarding educational facilities, students' appointments,
etc., should be directed to Dr. Beattie.

BRADFORD ROYAL INFIRMARY AND " RECOMMENDATIONS."
AT a meeting of the Infirmary Board held on May 3rd
the following alteration of rules in connexion with the
issue of recommendations by donors and subscribers were
adopted:

(1) An individual donor of £1,000 shall be entitled to endow
a bed specially named, and to the office of Vice-President.

(2) An individual donation of £500 entitles to the endow-
ment of a cot specially named, and the office of Vice-
President.

(3) An individual donation of £50 and upwards entitles to
the office of Vice-President.

(4) Donors shall be entitled to grant one recommendation
each year in respect of each donation of £10.

(5) Annual subscribers shall be entitled to grant two recom-
mendations each year in respect of each sum of £1 is. annually
subscribed.

It was stated that the alteration in the rule respecting
the recommendations for subscribers had been made to
prevent abuse, as recommendations had been used for
improper purposes. The question of recommendations
has been considered by the medical profession of Bradford
-on several occasions, and the opinion has been expressed
that it would have been better to abolish them. They
undoubtedly lead to abuse, and are not used at the
Children's Hospital or St. Catherine's Home. But the
infirmary authorities have had to find a via media, and
have now introduced the policy of restricting the number
of recommendations. Possibly in the not too remote
future they may find it feasible to abolish them
altogether.

SEQWEL TO A BRADFORD SANITARY PROSECUTION.
A point of great interest to local health authorities was

decided in the Court of King's Bench on April 29th.
The Bradford sanitary inspector laid a complaint last
November in the Bradford City Court that certain houses
were not provided with sufficient watercloset accommoda-
tion under the Bradford Improvement Act, 1873. Convic-

tion followed on the ground that the provisions of the Act
had not been complied with in accordance wirth due notice
by the Town Clerk. An appeal was made to the higher
court that the conviction was wrong in law, as the
Bradford Improvement Act went beyond the Public
Health Act, the requirement, of which had been
fulfilled. The Lord Chief Justice, in giving judgement,
said that he was of opinion that the local Act was
intended to give more power to the local authorities
than did the Public Health Act, and dismissed the
appeal.

THE SMOKE NuISANCE IN BRADFORD.
Manufacturing firms are being frequently brought before

the local magistrates in Bradford for emitting an in-
ordinate amount of smoke from mill chimneys. A small
fine is imposed which does not appear to act as a deterrent.
Methods of consuming the greater part of the smoke exist,
but difficulty appears to be found in getting the manu-
facturers to go to the trouble and expense of adopting
them. Until the penalties are made much more serious
than at present there is little hope that the abuse will be
abolished. The dense smoke is most injurious to health,
and it is to be hoped that the local authorities w:ill soon
take such action as to compel the more careful carrying
out of the local by-laws.

HEALTH COmmISSION, BELFAST.
THE Commission has been engaged in a continuation of
the investigation into the purity of the water supply. All
details as regards the supply, the laws, the various catch-
ment areas, and the involved plan of distribution were
produced, and Drs. A. C. Houston (London), M. H.
Gordon (London), and Professor Franklin, F.R S. (Bir-
mingham) gave evidence as regards their examination of
the water on behalf of the Water Commissioners. Pro-
fessor Franklin had been supplied about every three
months with samples of water by the Water Commis-
sioners, which he reported on. Dr. Letts (Professor of
Chemistry in the Queen's College), Dr. Alexander
(Knocknadonagh), and Dr. Gaussen (Dunmurry) were also
examined.
The impression conveyed to the general reader is that

the Mourne supply is a first-class one; that the supply
both from Stoneyford and Woodburn is second-class, and
open to strong suspicion of human as well as bovine
faecal contamination; and that the various by-washes,
filters, and storage are all good, but are liable to fail,
especially under exceptional circumstances. It is also
perfectly clear that an enormous sum of money has been
spent in trying to convert bad catchment areas into good,
and that this sum would have been nearly sufficient to
complete the Mourne scheme, which all agree in pro-
nouncing a first-class supply. There is no moral doubt
that typhoid excreta have obtained access in the past
probably to both the Stoneyford and Woodburn supplies;
whether the storage and filtration can prevent this con-
tamination from being a source of danger to the consumer
may be a matter for water experts, but as long as some of
the problems of bacteriology are in such a kaleidoscopic
state the man in the street demands a pure catchment
area. All the witnesses agreed with Professor Symmers
as to the paramount importance of much more frequent,
even daily, examination of the water.

SANATORIUM FOR CONSUMPTION IN CORK.
The annual meeting of the Cork Joint Hospital Board was

held on May 4th, and, after the election of a chairman for
the ensuing year, the report of the Committee appointed
to inspect the free site offered by Mr. Langley -Brazier
Creagh was brought forward, and proved highly satisfac-
tory. The proposed site is at Streamhill, four miles from
Buttevant railway station, and three and a half miles
from Doneraile; it is on the Ballyhoura range of hills to
the east of Ballywonear, at an altitude of 450 ft. or more.
There is excellent shelter, a southern aspect, a dry, sandy
soil, and an abundant water supply. There are no
dwelling-houses or public-houses in the immediate
vicinity. The Committee added: " The site appears
to us a most desirable one, and we think that the thanks,
not only of the Joint Hospital Board, but of all those in
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the county who are interested in- the erection of a sana-
torium for consumptives, are due to Mr. Brazier .Creagh
for his kind and generous offer." It was arranged that the
Local Government Board ehould be asked to send an
inspector to visit the site and report upon it. Much satis-
faction is felt in local circles at the happy turn events
have taken, and it is hoped that the much-needed and
long-looked-for sanatorium is at last within near reach of
those needing its assistance.

CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS.
ELIEVEN cases were notified to the Edinburgh Medical
Officerof Health as being suspected cerebro-spinal mening-
itis ii, the week ending midday, May 4th, and 10 of these
were removed to the City Hospital; 6 deaths have occurred
durin'g the week, and 25 cases remain under observation.

The,Registrar-General for Scotland reports that in the
week ending Saturday, May 4th, 45 deaths were due to
cerebro-spinal meningitis in eight principal towns of
Scotland, or 8 more than in the preceding week. Of
these, 30 were in Glasgow, 7 in Edinburgh, 4 in Leith, 3 in
Dundee, and 1 in Paisley.
THE NEW WING OF THE SAMARITAN HoSPITAL, GLASGOW.

Last week the new wing and extension of the Samaritan
Hospital were opened by Lady Blytheswood. The ward in
the low floor of the new wing has been named the Alice
Mary Corbett Ward, and that on the upper flat the
Catherine Stobo Gibson Ward. The new wards bring up
the 'available 'accommodation to some eighty-six beds.
The hospital began about. twenty years ago in a very
small way, but has rapidly developed, so that it is now
one of the largest in the kingdom devoted entirely to the
trdatment of women's diseases.

NEW MEDICAL SOCIETY AT GREENOCK.
The medical practitioners of Greenock have formed a

new, society .to be. known as the .Greenock Faculty -of
Medicine, the object of ,which is to promote friendly
intercourse among the members and to further pro-
fessional interests by the reading of papers, and by
demonstrations. Sir Hector Cameron of Glasgow has
been -elected, Honorary President., The Secretary is
Dr. William Allan.

PLAGUE NEAR DARJEELING.
Death of Captain Swanzy.

WrrH deep regret we have to, announce the sudden death
of Captain Swanzy, R.A.M.C., one of the most popular and
promising of the young officers of his corps. The circum-
stances were exceptionally tragic, an,d Captain Swanzy's
name must be added to the already long list of the
members of his service who have sacrificed their lives
in the- performance of their;duty. Deep-sympathy is felt
for 'his 'young widow who is left with an infant.to mourn
hi- 'loss, and. the medical profession all over the world
will have an-added regret for his untimely death from-'the
fact- that; his, father is a distinguished medical man,
Mr. Swanzy.of.Dublin.
According to the most reliable accounts, the following

is the history of the outbreak of plague during the course
of' which- Captain Swan2y contracted the ihfection.
Towards the end of March an Indian from the plains
arrivied at Ghoom, a railway station about three. miles
south of Darjeeling, .and there died, having, it is said,
suddenly gone mad and thrown himself into a ravine.. Two
n1bn of- the sweeper caste removed. his body, and in a very
few 'days. both of them became. ill, and were seized with
a sudden illness which. rapidly. proved fatal. .They were
attended by 'a military hospital .assistant- of the canton-
met 'of Jalapahar, which lies.between Darjeeling and
Ghoomf and: which is, really a part of Darjeeling. It is
doubtful whether. he realized the nature of, the disease,
though at the time there were' persistent rumours that
two deaths from suspected plague had occurred at ,Ghoom.
Soon the hospital assistant himself fell ill, and died as
suddenly as-the others. . He was attended. by Captain
*Swanzy, and unfortunately the nature of the disease

became only too clearly. manifest, for not only Captain
Swanzy but a native hospital assistant were seized with
unmistakable pneumonic plague of great virulence. In
less than a fortnight there, were four generations of
infection, all the cases proving rapidJy fatal, so that
it is not to be wondered at that there was something,
like co'nsternation among the residents of Darjeeling at
the sudden appearance of plague in its most virulent
form in their immediate vicinity. Up till now Darjeeling
has been free from plague, arid as it is the hill sanatorium
of Bengal and the seat of the Bengal Government in the
hot weather, an outbreak would be a most serious matter.
The medical and sanitary officers were promptly on the
spot, and all possible precautions were taken as soon as.
the nature of the'disease was known, and fortunately the
efforts appear to have been attended with success, as a
week has now elapsed without any more cases being
reported.

It is said that there are very few rats in Darjeeling, and,
if so, it is a very fortunate circumstance, as it becomes
exceedingly-.difficult to deal .with an outbreak of plague
when the disease becomes epizootic among the rats.
Apparently the direct infection has been thoroughly
dealt with, and if 'the rats have not becomne affected,
there is every reason to hope that, the outbreak in
Jalapahar is at an end.

THEm INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
Those who contemplate entering the Indian Medical

Service should obtain copies of the April and followirg
numbers of the. Indian Medical Gazette, in which will
appear a series of articles. on the Indian Medical Service
by Colonel D. G. Crawford, Civil Surgeon of Hoogly..
This series was written. by request of the former President
of the Medical Board of the India Office for the informa-
tion of intending candidates, but as.the present' President
was of, opinion that the standard of qualifications of
intending competitors was as high as could be e2xpected he
did 'not approve of the publication of the' pamphlet. None
the less, the articles'will contain information regarding
the service which will be 'the most complete and up to
date available, and as they are written by one who has
made a special study of all that concerns the Service, they
cannot fail to be of.the utmost. interest to young medical
men who are casting about for something to do.
Remembering the character of the competition at the

last examination, one 'would be justified in expressing
mild surprise at the view of the President of the Medical.
Board, as there did not appear to be anything like the
same competition for places that there was formerly.

THE HEALTH OFFICERSHBIP OF CALCUTTA.
"'Judging by a note in one of the best informed of the
Indian papers, it would appear that there is not so much
competition for the post of Health Officer of Calcutta as
might be expected, considering the salary offered; and the
pgper remarks that it seems that there is an- impression
among medical men that the present incumbent has not
been well'treated, and that in consequence of this im-
pression the right class of candidates 'is not coming
forward. There is 'little doubt that the paper 'has hit the
nail on 'the head; for there' is a distinct impression that-
the present health officer owes the loss of his post rather
to his honesty and straightforwardness than to any lack
of efficiency.
INTERNATIONAL LARYNGO-RHINOLOGICAL CONGRESS.-The

International Laryngological and Rhinological Congress
(Turck and Ozermak Memorial Festival) is to take place in
Vienna from April 21st to 25th, 1908. In connexion with
it' there will,be an exhibition of'objects connected with
laringology,'rhinology, oesophagoscopy and bronchoscopy,
instruments for examination,' operation, and treatment,
inhaling, electro-medical and' illuminating apparatus,
together with preparations, manuscripts, books, and draw-
ings. Communications, accompanied by an exact descrip-
tion of the objects'to' be exhibited, shotld be,addressed,
not later than December 31st, 1907, to the Secretary of the,
Congress, Professor Dr. Michael Grobmann, Wien, IX.
Garnisongasse 10. Ex2hibits-should be'sent at'latest. by
February 15th, 1908, and addressed as follows: "Herrn
Ober.-Ingenieur Jaroscha Inspektor des k. k. Universitts-
gebaudes in Wien." All objects will be insured against
robbery, fire, and damage. The import and export of
exhibits has been declared duty free .by the Government.
.authorities,~Fortany furtheer i;nferwation exchibitors shouldJ.
apply to the Secretary.
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