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advise our correspondent to read a letter from Dr.
MacConkey which was published in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOaURNAL on November 24th, 1906, p. 1521.

ANSWERS.

W. E. H.-As far as we can learn, the experience of Jewish
practitioners tends to show that circumcision does not
prevent masturbation or exert any influence in that
direction.

DIABETIC FOODS.
C. E. H.-We may refer our correspondent to an article on
diabetic foods published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of December 16th, 1905, p. 1599. Samples of Farwell and
Rhines's gluten flour and special diabetic foods were ob-
tained from their agents, Messrs. H. H. Warner and Co.,
Limited, who are also the vendors of Warner's Safe Cure,
and it may be well to reproduce the following table showing
the results of the analyses of these articles, placed by the
side of the figures of the official analyses of wheaten flour
published by the United States Department of Agriculture:

Department of Messrs. Farwell
Agriculture, and

U.S A. Rlhines.

Spring Winter Gluten Special
Wheat. Wheat. Flour._ oD.

Water .... ... ... ... ... 10.4 10.5 12.65 11.06

Proteid ... ... ... ... 12.5 11.8 10.60 12.40

Fat ... ... ... ... 2.2 2.1 - 3.00

Convertible carbolhydrates ... 71.2 72.0 70.30 71.06

Mineral matter ... ... ... 1.9 1.8 0.44 1.52

.Fibre ... ... ... ... 18 1.8 - -
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THE BEST WAY TO REMOVE TONSILS.
DR.ALEXAN DER DUKE (London,W.) writes: Reading the interest-
ing and common-sense letter on above subject in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 29th, 1906, reminded me that
years ago I had suggested this plan to a friend who made a
speciality of the throat and nose, but was only laughed at for
mooting " such a dangerous proceeding." Surely " there is
nothing new under the sun," and the operation, as carried
ont by Mr. Hey Groves, must have been foreshadowed by
the immortal Thomas Hood,. who, in his "Tale of a Trumpet,"
describes the operation thus:
"You may go to surgical chaps if you choose
Who will blow up your tubes like copper flues,
Or cut your tonsils right away
As you'd shell out your almonds on Christmas day,
And after all it's a matter of doubt
Whether you ever would hear the shout
Of the little blackguards that bawl about
'There you go with your tonsils out ! "'

*** The saying of the Wise Man is quoted by our corre-
spondent with singular appropriateness, for enucleation of the
tonsils was recommended in the first century of the Christian
era by Celsus, who says: " Tonsils which remain indurated
after inflammation, if covered by a thin membrane, should
be loosened by working the finger round them and then torn
out." The method was largely practised by an Italian
surgeon named Borelli in the middle of the last century
(soe Gazz. Med. Ital. Prov. Sard., December 30th, 1861).
A THE LATE BARONESS BURDETT-COUTTS.

A CORRE3PONDENT writes: There is a graceful act in the
career of this distinguished lady, who has been well described
a3 ."'the last great woman of the Victorian era," which
deserves to be held in grateful remembrance by the members
of the medical profession. When the Association held its
annual meeting in London in 1873 the President of the
Association announced at the second general meeting held
on August 6th, " that since the previous evening's meeting
at the Mansion. House he had received a letter from a noble
lady who was present at that magnificent gathering-Lady
}Burdett-Coutts-who to show her esteem for the pro-
fession, and her good will, as she had to all humanity, had
written to say that she would be happy to receive members
at Holly Lodge, Eighgate " (vide BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,
August 16th, 1873, p. 194).. As one of the large number of
members who availed themselves of this kind invitation I
well remember the gracious reception and the cordial hos-
pitality that was accorded to us. The house and grounds
were thrown open, abundant refreshments provided. Pro-
*fessor Tennant was in attendance to explain the geological

treasures, and the guests were received by the Baroness in
person. The extensive views from the grounds including
the greater part of London, the windings of the Thames, the
noble dome of St. Paul's and the stately palace of Windsor in
the distance, will never fade from the memory of those who
were fortunate enough to be present.

THE CASE OF MR. PEERS: A MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE.
MR. T. H. PARKES PEERS (London, S.E.) writes: Please permit
me to offer my sincere thanks to all who have expressed their
disapproval of the county court judgement, and their sym-
pathy with me in such a kind and acceptable manner. The
amount I have received (£35 6s.) will practically reimburse
me, but I value far more the generous feeling displayed
towards me by my fellow practitioners and by the distin-
guished men who have joined with them in their expression
of sympathy. To them all, and to you, Sir, for placing your
columns at my service, I once more tender my grateful
thanks.

COST OF MOTOR AND CARRIAGE.
DR. ALEXANDER DON (Dundee) writes: The following note of
my expenses may be of interest to your readers. My car is a
6-h.p. De Dion, geared low for hills, with a maximum speed of
18 miles per hour. It is fitted with English body, hood, and
screen, and even in this weather is as comfortable as a
hansom. I use it daily from five to eight hours, summer and
winter, town and country. I drive myself mostly, and keep
a boy for cleaning, etc., and he is also able and licensed to
drive. Formerly, I kept three horses, and the cost averaged
£270 a year. The last year I hired carriage and pair at £5
a week for day use only, which came to £260 a year. The
cost here for carriage and one horse for day use only is
£3 15s. a week, or £195 yearly, so that a comparison is
quite easy:

£ s. d.
Cost of car, with spares ... ... 260 6 4
Tyre bill 47 17 5
Petrol and oils for two years 38 12 4
Repairs J 5612 7

403 8 8
Present value of car, say ... ... 103 8 8

Cost for two years ...... 300 0 0
Cost for one year ... ... ... 150 0 0
Stable, rent, light, etc....... ... 15 0 0
Wages of boy, taxes, etc. ... ... 30 0 0

£195 0 0 a year.
MEDICAL " DIPLOMACIES."

AT the annual meeting of the Flint Female Friendly Society,
Dr. W. A. F. Twemlow was appointed medical officer. The
election would- have been unanimous but for one sapient
person, who insisted that the election should be deferred for
a month, in order that the doctor might show his
"diplomacies." Diplomacy is a valuable part of a doctor's
equipment; indeed, in some of the higher spheres of
practice it may sometimes take the place of professional
knowledge. The same quality is useful in dealing with
Friendly Societies, and Dr. Twemlow may have occasion to
show his "diplomacies" in a way not intended by the
dissentient elector.

*CAIZ OF CHARGES OR ADVERTISEMENTS IN TUB
BRITISH MEDICAL JORNAL.

Eight lines and under ... ... .. £0 4 0
Each additional line ... ... ... .. 0 0 6
A whole column ... ... ... ... 2 13 4
A page ... ... ... ... ... ... 8 0 0

An average line contains six words.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager,

at the Office, not later than first post on Wednesday morning
preceding publication; and if not paid for at the time, should be
accompanied by a reference.
Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical

Association at the General Post Oflice, London. Small amounts
may be paid in postage stamps.
N.B.-It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive letters at

Postes Restantes addressed either in initials or numbers.

ERRATA.
IN a reply given in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
January 5th under the head of Income Tax (p. 59), the
words " dulV paid accordingly " should be " duty paid
accordingly."

DR. NICOLLE (Pasteur Institute, Paris), writes: In reading
my report of the communication I made at the Congress
of Toronto, in my name and in the name of my colleague,
Professor Mesnil (on the treatment of trypanosomiasis . . .
T perceived the following errors, repeated several times:

do3 H instead of So3H
f ,, 5
T2 ,, Tr

I shall be much obliged to you if you will publish a
correction in your next number.
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