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The new i'istalment of the System will thus be seen to

be as full and complete a work of reference as the most
expert writers and the most discriminating of editors can
make it. A tendency to prolixity and excessive reference
*to special work, which has not in all cases been proved to
be of value, is perhaps the only fault to be found with
;a work which presents a trustworthy compendium of

11 that is really known upon the subjects with which it
deals.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
WE have received a copy of' the Presidential Address
-delivered by Dr. THOMAS BEATTIE before the North of Eng-
land Branch of the British Medical Association, reprinted
from the Northumberland and Durham Medical Journal of
'October, 1906. It dealt with the treatment of infective
gpulmonary processes, and contained an interesting sum-
cnary of the present state of knowledge of the causation of
infective diseases of the lungs, and the tendency of modern
treatment of such disorders. A general principle which,
though it appears to be self-evident, has taken long to
-obtain acceptance, is well enunciated by Dr. Beattie as
follows: " Recognize the dependence upon micro-organisms
of any. departure from health, and you admit infectivity."
As to drug treatment Dr. Beattie sums up the matter,thus:
'With the full knowledge that they are not curative, but are
exhibited with the intent solely of relieving distressing or
dangerous symptoms, drugs (and external applications)
unust retain a useful place amongst the means at our. com-
mand. The rational aim of treatment is to attempt to
improve the "soil " by general nygienic measures, and to
weach the seed and destroy it, for example, by antis6ptics;
or by serums, antitoxines and vaccines, to imitate the
natural process of immunization. The address is a good
'type of what such an address should be, inaugurating a
new session by summarizing the latest advances in some
Qbranch of professional knowledge, and stimulating thought
-amongst those over whom the speaker has been called to
-preside.
The collection- of addresses to the sick called Stray
Ihoughts in Sickness and in Health is said b:y the author to

lbe mainly an attempt to meet some " week-day phases of
ill-health." It is a revised edition with a new title of
a book called Stray Thoughts for Invalids, biut it is claimed
that two-thirds of the present volume are new. The
addresses contain common-sense advice to invalids,
intended to check the natural tendency to querulousneEs
;and dissatisfaction with their surroundings, their nurses,
and their medical attendants which are only too likely to
'trouble the serenity of the sick room, when ill-health
becomes confirmed and suffering has to be borne with
patient endurance, receiving little apparent help from the
tnedical or surgical treatment which is being carried out.
'These addresses are accompanied by well-ehosen verses,
not hymns, and texts which strike us as being far more
suitable than those usually recommended under similar
circumstances. The little book entitled For the Quiet
.Hour2 is intended for those who "find it difficult in the
,rush and hurry of everyday life to get time for rest
-and quiet, and it is with the object of placing
'before them thoughts that would help and inspire
that this little volumie has been designed." It is, however,
-doubtful whether those who have little time to read have
cnore time to think, and wheLher they ean without " time
and quiet" make use of this wisdom culled from the most
zvaried collection of counsellors, from Saint Augustine and
Epictetus to Mr. Augustine Birrell and General Lew
Wallace. It is, in fact, a collection of very much the same
'kind as that seen in birthday books and almanacks, the
'real utility of which may be doubted, for the problems of
life are not to be solved by cut and dried maxims.
When are we to accept the advice of Longfellow, given on
*p. 43, to " speak what we think," or that of Plutareh on the
next page, to " bridle our tongues "? No doubt there are
,fit occasions for each, but the choice of this, the all-
important question of opportuneness, is left to the judge-
'ment of the individual, who receives no guidance from any
number of wise saws and modern instances.

It is almost idle to praise Whitaker's Almanack for 1907.
It is the thirty-ninth annual edition, and is thus well
-established in popular favour because it has proved its

1 Stray Thoughts in Sickness and in Health. By H. M. Soulsby.
'Lon&)n: Longmans, Gwreen, and Co. 1906. (Crown 8vo. pp. 200. 2s 64.)

2 For the Qutiet Rov,r. Selected bv J. E. and H. S. London : Simpkin,
3larshall, Hamnilton, Kent, and Co., Limited. (16mo, pp. 191. Is.)

usefulness to all sorts of people under almost every sort of
circumstance. With no desire to pick holes in the editor's
complex web, we -may yet invite him to consider the pro-
priety of revising the first paragraph under the head
"Medical- Fees"; it does not express the facts quite
correctly, and is, perhaps, in its wording a little
ungracious.

The twenty-third annual issue of The Year Book of
Sientific and LMarned Societie3 has now appeared, the
volume, with its 310 pages of letterpress, being divided
into fifteen sections. By far the largest of these is devoted
to societies occupying themselves with several branches of
science or with science and literature combined, and
societies concerned, with the theory and practice of
medicine. Undoubtedly this handbook with its com-
prehensive lists of papers which have been read, is of
great use to all scientific writers and research students.
The lists of papers are supplied by the secretaries of the
societies themselves, and are suggestive of the general
lines of thought which are now being pursued.

The third edition of the late Dr. RAKHALDAS GHOSH'S
Treatise on Materia Medica and Therapeutics4 has been very
thoroughly revised by Lieutenant-Colonel C. P. LIus,
M.D., I.M.S., who has made many important alterations
and additions, including two new chapters on serum
therapeutics and organo-therapy. In its present form the
book maintains its character as a well-arranged and com-
pendious exposition of pharmacy, and an exhaustive
description of drugs, official and non-official, and their
properties and action. We know of no work containing
within equal compass such a large amount of information,
or so accurate, sound, and easy of access.

3 The Year Book of the Scientific and Learn(d Societies of Great Britain
and IreIand. London: Charles Griffin and Co. 1I06. (Demy 8vo,
pp. 330.)

4 A Treatie on Materia Medica and Therapeutics. By Rakldas
Ghosh, L.M.S.Cal.Univ. Edited by C. P. Lukis, M.D., F.R.C.S.,
Lieutenant-Colonel, I.M.S. Third edition. Calcutta: Hilton and Co.
1906. (Cr. 8vo, pp. 737. Price Rs.5, or 7s. 6d.)

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.
An Improved Gastro-enterostomy Clamp.-Mr. J. Basil Hall,

M.C.Cantab., Surgeon to the Royal lnfirmary, Bradford,
writes: Certain inconveniences in connexion with the

usual types of gastro-enterostomy
.,, , clamps have led me to ask Messrs.

Down Brothers to make. me an

instrument on the lines of the
faccompanying sketch. Iohave
afoundmthat with clamps of the
IDoyen type the pressure of the

/ curved blade is not evenly distri-
o buted, and also that the curves of

the 'blade does not allow the
stomach wall to be readily lifted
into the abdominal incision. The
blades are scarcely long eiiough,
and the shanks also being com-
paratively short, the handles are-
sometimes in the way. On the
other hand, in clamps of the
straight type, the shanks, though

1501 longer do not readily lie flat upon
the'abdominalwall,andthehandles
project upwards in an awkward
manner. The clamp here depicted'
has a straight blade full 4j in.
long. It is serrated and bowed in
the usual way. It obtains a good
grip with a very evenly-distributed
pressure over an ample area of the
stomach wall. The instrument is
bent "on the flat" at the joint
to an angle of 200, which I find to
be just sufficient to allow the
shanks to lie perfectly flat-upon
the body wall, when the stomach
is well lifted into the abdominal
incision. On account of the extra
length of the shanks, the handles
are well out of the way during

suturing. I have now used this instrument, not only for
gastro-enterostomy but also for other operations upon the
stomach, and find it most efficient. The pressure exerted
by it is so even and well graduated that it is quite
unnecessary to ensheath the blades with rubber.
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