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nephritis, while nephrectomy must be reserved for cases
in which the changes were very extensive, and affected
only one kidney. Decapsulation was not much employed
in the acute disease and was inferior to cutting into the
-organ. Turning to chronic disease he spoke of palliative
,means of treatment. Decapaulation was dealt with as
,an operation for the cure of chronic nephritis, the
,majority of the cases having derived benefit from the
-operatioa. The idea of stripping the kidney of its
.oapsule and suturing a layer of. peritoneum over
the bared surface with the object of increasing the
blood supply was ingenious, but proof was still wanting
that it had practical value. Pousson challenged the state-
ment that these decapsulation operations could actually
,cure chronic nephritis. However, it was the only opera-
tion which would allow of a chance of complete recovery.
fIarrison gave reasons for assuming that inflammatory

tension was a factor in- the production of permanent
Ikidney disease. He therefore had practised incision of
the capsule to relieve tension, especially when there was
.evidence of progressive renal deterioration, suppression of
qirine or partial anuria, or when the heart and circulatory
.organs showed distress in the course of renal disease. He
.objected to decapsulation on the ground that the new
.capsule would certainly be thick and contractile. Giordano,
Pasteau, Albarran, Tedenat, and Kapsammer took part in
the discussion, in which very varied opinions as to the
walue of decapsulation were expressed.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES
AND

!MEDICINAL AND DIETETIC PREPARATIONS.
A Curette for the Puerperal Uteru8.-Dr. A. KNYVETT

GORDON (Medical Superintendent, Monsall
Hospital, Manchester) writes: Some twelve
months ago I had some uterine curettes
made for me for use in cases of puerperal
septic disease. The handle resembles that
of the ordinary Sims's sharp curette, but
the shape ,of the uterine end is different, in
that the cutting edge is turned away from,
and not towards, the surface of the uterine
wall. As will be seen from the illustra-
tion, they have a broad, flat end, which is
much larger than that of the ordinary

A, B curette. I have found that with these
instruments the endometrium and any
retained decidua can be removed very
rapidly, and this is often of importance in
puerperal cases where the haemorrhage is
severe. Moreover, it would, I think, be
quite impossible to perforate even the
most triable uterus with them. In the
illustration the uterine end of Sims's
curette (labelled B) is shown for com-
comparison. The instruments have been
well made for me by Messrs. James
Woolley, Sons and Company, Limited,

- Manchester.
Post-Na8al Syringe.-Dr. F. H. BURTON

BROWN (London) writes: The advantages
of post-nasal syringing over the more
usual methods of flushing out the nasal
passages are obvious. The only objection
tthereto consists in the somewhat greater

difficulty of the proceeding. In order to facilitate this
[ have devised a modified post-nasal syringe, which I find
#can be used by most people on themselves with at least

as much ease as the ordinary enema syringe, though, of
course, there are some exceptions. The little instrument
is made by Messrs. C. J. Hewlett and- Son, Charlott
Street, E.C.

A Non-alcoholic Wine.-The Mas-de-la-ville non-alcoholic
wine, Chateau Peyron (still) is a pure grape juice which
has been submitted to a process of pasteurization; it is
sent out in bottles closed by cork-lined capsules held
firmly pressed against the mouth by means of a partial
vacuum above the liquid. Analysis showed the absence
of alcohol, and of salicylic acid, formaldehyde, and other
preservatives. It is recommended that the wine should
only be opened as required; a sample which was kept
exposed showed no change until more than a week had
elapsed. This natural grape juice. is. extremely agreeable
in flavour though perhaps a little, acid for some palates;
each of the bottles examined (reputed pints) contained
about 5 gr. of crystals of potassium bitartrate in addition
to what is in solution.

THE PLAGUE.
PBEVALENCE OF THE DISEASE.

INDIA.
DURING the weeks ended April 7tb, 14th 21st, 28th, and
May 5th, the fresh cases of plague in India amounted to
23,055, 18,253, 20,478, 17,885, and 15 892, and the deaths from
the disease numbered 19,727, 15,58i, 17,673, 15,633, and 13 293.
The apparent falling off in numbers is due to the fact that'two
weeks' returns are given for Bengal and Central India for the
week ended April 7th; had this not been so the actual nunMber
of deaths for the weeks ended April 7th and 14th would have
been about the same. The principal mortality figures are:
BombayPresidency,1,889,1,766 1,914, 2,106, and1,690; Bengal,
8,472, 8,244, 3,518, 2,240, and 1,108 - United Provinces,. 3,540,;
3,934, 3,812, 2,589, and 2,127 ; the Niuijab, 4,285, 5,519, 7 493
8,162, and 7,921; .Kashmir, 101, 285, 226, 195, and 157 ; Rajpii-
tana, 166, 89, 193, 120, and 67; Central Provinces 597, 304, 159,
73, and 40 ; Central India, 267, 153, 124, 69, and 33; Burma,
310, 220, 185. 149, and 141.
In lthe City of Bombay the mortality from plague bas

increased during April, but. although relatively high for
this year, it is far below the mortality caused by plague in
previous years. The plague statistics in Bombay for the
week ended April 19th during 1903, 1904, 1905, and 1906 were
respectively, 1,197, 1,746, 1,995, and 961.
The proportion of deaths to cases is at present higher than

usual in India, but the actual number of plague cases is lower
than for several years. During the week ended April 29th,
1905, 56,732 persons died of plague in India, compared with
15,633 during the corresponding week of 1906.

HONG KONG.
During the weeks ended May 19th and 26tb, the fresh cases

of plague in Hong Kong numbered 90 and 116, the deaths from
the disease amounted to 83 and 116 respectively.

PERsIA.
According to a telegram dated Simla, May 29th, the plague

in Eastern Persia shows no sign of abatement.

ARABIA.
According to a telegram dated May 30th, plague has been

declared at Jiddah, the port of Mecca, on the Red Sea.

THE Conference of Charity Organization Societies to be
held at Tunbridge Wells next week will be opened by the
Mayor on Tuesday at.10.30 a.m., when the subject for dis-
cussion will be constructive charity; in the evening the
report of the departmental committee on the Vagrancy Act
will be discussed, with special reference to enforced labour
colonies. On Wednesday morning the subject selected is
the feeding of school children; on Wednesday evening,
guilds of help (Elberfeld system)'; and on Thursday morn-
ing, thrift. There will be garden parties on Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoons, and on Monday evening the Mayor
and Mayoress will hold a reception at the Town Hall.
UNDER the will of the late Mr. Edward Northway Bull,

of St. John's Wood, N.W., the Newbury District Hospital
receives, £1,500, and the- Royal Berkshire Hospital at
Reading £1,000.
THE *Arbeiten aus dem kaseerlichen Ge8undheit8am*

(Bd. xxiii.. H. 2, 190).contaiiis a useful study of ankl'
lostomiasis which has been compiled by- Dr. Ldbker ail
Dr. Hayo'Bruns. They discuss the history and geographi-
cal distribution of the' disease, the life-history and habits
of the parasite, and the eiu res of the infection.
The questions of therapeuti'a and, prophyltxis are also
dealt with at length, ang the wodr contains much interest-
-ing but no very iyovel ir tion, about the metho4s
adopted to suppress the disesa in the German mines
which are infected with it.
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