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the illness at which the diagnosis is made and the period
of removal, the completeness of measures of disinfection,
-and the care observed in preventing infectious persons
from being discharged from hospital. The natural
behaviour of infectious disease must also be borne in
-mind iR any attempt to estimate the value of preventive
measures which are, or can be, only partially applied.
'The mortality from whooping-cough has, notwithstanding
-occasional periods of exceptional prevalence, diminished
in the last thirty years by about one-third without the
application to it of any particular measures of prevention,
,while measles has in the same period maintained therate of
-the earlier years. When considering the evil effects of
'overcrowding and of insanitary surroundings, he hinted at
the possibility of an advantageous co-operation between
the medical officer of health and the charitably disposed.
If, he said, there could be focussed upon particular cases
such, for instance, as impoverished families in which
phthisis was manifesting itself-the attention of those who
now give largely to the relief of distress, how much more
mspeedily would be developed that resistance to disease
which is now possessed by persons better circumstanced.

JUBILEE DINNER.
In the evening the jubilee dinner of the Society was

held at the Hotel Cecil. Sir SHIRLEY MURPHY presided
-over a large gathering, whicli included Dr. Pavy, the
President of the Royal College of Physicians (Sir R.
Douglas Powell), the President of the Royal College of
ffurgeons (Mr. Tweedy), Baron Takaki, Sir William Broad-
-bent, Sir Michael Foster, K.C.B., Sir Lauder Brunton,
Sir James Crichton-Browne, Sir Patrick Manson, Sir John
McFadyean, Sir H. Seymour King, M.P., Sir Melville
Beacheroft, M. Henri Monod, and Mr. Evan Spicer.

Mr. TWEEDY, in proposing the toast of " The Houses of
Parliament," expressed satisfaction at the presence of so
enany Labour members in the present House of Commons,
(or they had a very intelligent appreciation of the
importance of the work of public health officers.

Sir SEYMOUR KING, M.P., in responding, said that he
-could well believe it would not be a bad thing for the
President of the Local Government Board to be elected
{by the Society of Medical Officers of Health.

Sir MICHAEL FOSTER, in proposing *' Local Government,"
expressed the hope that the present Government would
in the interests of public health make readjustments of
-sanitary areas, and see that those areas were properly
equipped and the powers necessary for the safeguarding
of the public health properly exercised.

Mr. EVAN SPICER, who responded, spoke in high terms
-of the appreciation of the members of the London County
Council for the work of Sir Shlrley Murphy.

Sir JAMES CRICETON-BROWNE, in proposing "The Society
and its Jubilee," said that during the past fifty years the
Society had been identified with every advance in the
science of preventive medicine, and he hoped before long
a Royal Charter and the patronage of the King would be
-accorded to it. He described medical officers of health as
thorough-going protectionists, safeguarding the common-
'weal by prohibiting the free import of disease and exclud-
ing undesirable aliens.

Sir SHIRLEY MURPHY, who responded, said that the
;Society increased the efficiency of its members. As their
influence was growing they must take care that they did
not disappoint expectation.

Dr. PAvY also responded, and said it was gratifying that
they had to do not only with disease, but with the pre-
-vention of disease, for prevention was often more
successful than cure.
The toast of "The Visitors" was proposed by Dr. A.

NEWSHOLME, and responded to by Sir DOUGLAS POWELL
and Baron TAKAKI, who gave an interesting account of
the Society of Hygiene, which was formed in Japan in
1883, and now has branches in every province, educating
the people in the principles of hygiene by means of
lectures, the distribution of literature, and in other ways.

PUCoESSOR BIER of Bonn has declined a call to the Chair
of Surgery in the University of Heidelberg in succession to
Professor CzernyT who, as already announced, will vacate
it in October.

Cl aARLES WVIGAN, M.D., of Portishead. Somersct, has
been elected C:hairman of the UJrban District Council for
the sixth year in succession, and is entitled to sit as a
Imagistrate of the county.

CRIPPLED, EPILEPTIC, AND MENTALLY
DEFICIENT CHILDREN.

DR. ASEBY'S third annual report (for 1905) to the Man-
chester Education Committee on the Manchester special
schools deals with day schools for the mentally defec-
tive, the resident school for cripples, with the epilep-
tics at the David Lewis Colony at Sandlebridge, and with
the Sandlebridge residential school for mentally defec-
tives.

DAY SCHOOLS FOR THE MENTTALLY DEFECTIVE.
The special day schools in Manchester for the mentally

defective can accommodate 218 children.

Attending at the end bf 1904 ... ... ... 215
Admitted during 1905 ... ... ... ... 48

Total ... ... ... ... 263

Left during 1905 ... ... ... ... ... 42
Attending at the end of 1905 ... ... ... 221

Total ... ... ... ... 263

Dr. Ashby says:
" It is pleasing to be able to report that the school work

has been conducted with great enthusiasm and interest
by the teachers, and that a marked improvement in
attainments and conduct has taken place as regards the
children. There have been very few instances of parents
refusing to allow their children to attend, or of with-
drawing them from school. In some instances parents
have voluntarily brought their children for examination
and admission, as they were conscious that they were slow
in learning, and were anxious to obtain for them the ad-
vantages of a special school. It is gratifying to find, as
time goes on, parents, instead of looking upon attendance
at these schools as a stigma, are recognizing the useful
place they fill in the education system."
The 42 children who ceased to attend the day schools

were thus accounted for: 7 were transferred to the
Sandlebridge boarding schools; 7, who had more or less
severe fits, to the David Lewis Epileptic Colony; 7, ad-
mitted on probation, were discharged as being too feeble-
minded to benefit in a day school; 8 left the district; and
13 (6 boys and 7 girls) on attaining 14 years of age were,
at the wish of the parents, allowed to leave to obtain
work. Of the 6 boys who left 3 are working and doing
well, one of them earning 10s. a week, with good prospects
before him; the other two earning 5s. or 6s. a week. They
have failed as yet to get permanent places; they worked
well at school, and would no doubt do useful work else-
where if under careful supervision. It is to be feared that
boys of this class, if left to their own initiative, will be
failures, especially when the home influences are bad.
They appear to do little else than idle about in the streets.
Yet work can for the most part be obtained for boys
of this age who are willing and will stick to it. Of
the 7 girls, 4 are working and doing well, 2 cannot be
traced, and 1 has left the district. Of those working, 1 is
cap making, 1 doing needlework, and 2 are doing house-
hold work at home.

Dr. Ashby thinks it probable that during 1906 from 20
to 30 children will be leaving school by the wish of their
parents in order to go to work, and expresses the opinion
that it is of the greatest importance to the Education
Committee to try and trace their careers. On this point
he says:

It would 'give many of our scholars a better chance in life if
it were possible to specialize more than is done at present at
the age of 13 or 14 years of age. Already a good deal is done in
the way of teaching basket making, caning chairs, making
simple toys, mat making, and cooking; but what is wanted is
a "trades school," where the simpler handicraft trades are
taught by practical traders. In this way a start might be
made towards earning a living. Clog making, joinery, perhaps
shoe making and household work for girls. Many of those who
are little use at book learning yet can be taught enough to
keep simple accounts, and are capable of becoming skilled
workers.

Dr. Ashby lays great stress upon the futility of ad-
mitting to the schools the lower class of defectives or
borderland imbeciles. In his opinion they benefit to
some exrtent by the training and good example, and it is
better for them to be at school than idling at home; but
from school books they learn hardly anything, as their
ipowers of mental retention are too feeble, and no
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permanent results are achieved. For them the day sehool is
practically useless ; results follow in no sort of proportion
to the effort. They are in want of care not only during
childhood, bu't for life.
With regard to the causation of feeble-mindedness, Dr.

Ashby considers that the evidence obtained makes it
clear that in the majority of cases it tends to run in families.
That feeble-mindedness is at times not inborn but acquired
as the result of disease or injury to the groWing brain, is
certain; but he has found no reliable evidence that bad
feeding or bad hygiene plays any part in its causation.
Bad hygiene no doubt produces rickets, and such children
are apt to be stunted in growth and slow of intellect, but
they are not feeble-minded in the ordinary sense of the
term. Neither has he obtained any evidence to be
relied on that alcoholism in parents, or tuberculosis or
nervous shocks during pregnancy per se produce imbeciles
or mentally-defective children.

RESIDENT SCHOOL FOR CRIPPLES.
With regard to resident schools for cripples we quote

the following passages from the report:
Since the opening of Swinton House last summer 34 children'

have been admitted, and 5 have left for various reasons. All
the children admitted were suffering from some chronic
disease, paralysis, or deformity, which prevented them from
attending a day school, and yet did not interfere with their
ability for receiving profit by teaching. For the most part
they were quite of average mental powers, but were very back-
ward on account of their having had but little, in some
instances no, schooling. Of the 34 children, 14 had spinal
deformity due to long-standing disease, 10 deformity from
disease of the hip, 5 had severe deformities due to rickets
3 were affected with paralysis, and 2 had old disease of the
knee.
Six were transferred temporarily to the Children's Hospital

(with consent of parents) for operation, with the object of
setting straight bent limbs or removal of diseased bone,
returning when they had sufficiently recovered to be able to
resume their school work.
Many of the children are for the most part confined to bed

on account of their helplessness; others are able to get up and
be, about for part of the day with the help of crutches. Vith
small exception they have improved notably in health, and are
progressing favourably in school work.

It is added that but for the residential school, the present
inmates of the Children's Hospital would be receiving no
education at all. There is a good prospect that the
majority will be mueh improved in health and limb, and
will have at least the elements of education when the
time comes for them to leave school.

EPILEPTICS.
The first ehildren were sent to the David Lewis Colony

in February, 1905; 71 epileptic ehildren were examined
for admission, of these 45 were admitted, 38 were in
residence at the end of the year 1905, 6 were discharged
or removed by friends, and 1 died. In some instanees
admission was refused on aecount of the children being
too'imbecile or troublesome.

Dr. Ashby says: "I do not doubt that a residential
colony school is the best plaee for these unfortunate
children. Many of them get no education at all when at
home, being excused school on account of fits, under the
mistaken idea that school work predisposes to epileptic
seizures. Speaking generally, school work and school
training is of the greatest advantage to children suffering
from epilepsy in medium and minor degrees. The worst
thing for them is idling and loafing about. The ordinary
school is, however, not the place for them, on account of
the disturbance caused by their fits. A residential school
in the country, with outdoor work and games as well as
ordinary school work, affords the best elance of ameliora-
tion or cure, and secures the prospect of their wage
earning in the future."

RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL FOR MENTALLY DEFECTIVES.
During 1905 7 ehildren were sent to the Sandlebridge

Residential Schools of the Incorporated Lancashire and
Cheshire Society for the Permanent Care of the Feeble-
minded, and 30 belonging to Manchester were resident
there at the end of the year.

It is, Dr. Ashby observes, a great advantage
to be able to send mentally defective town children
to a residential school in the country, especially
when the home conditions are bad, or the children
ar orphans. They have, in addition to an e luca-

tioni suited to their mental powers, a traininlg in
useful work and country pursuits. They take great interest
in gardening, the care of poultry and stock; and the girls
have a good opportunity of learning household and
laundry work. When, as is intended, they pass on to
Colony life, they are already fairly well trained in pur-
suits whereby they will be able, under supervisioni, to
contribute materially to their support. They are cou-
tented and happy and, with small exception, improved in
health and physique.

Dr. Ashby says, in concluding his report: " I am very
anxious that the work we have undertaken with regard to
the mentally defective, epileptics, and cripples should be
extended as opportunity oecurs, believing that in the ease
of these unfortunates, as in more fortunately circum-
stanced ehildren, an education which is real and earnest is,
worth its price."

THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY.
THE, USE OF STATUTORY TITLES BY COMPANIES.

THE annual dinner of the members of the Pharmaceutical
Society and their friends was held on May 15th at the
Hotel Metropole, London. The President of the
Society, Alderman R. A. ROBINSON, was in the chair,
and in proposing "Lhe Houses of Parliament " referred
to the amendment carried in the House of Lords against
the Government in the debate on May 11th on the Poisons
and Pharmacy Bill to regulate the sale of certain poison-
ous substances and to amcnd the Pharmacy Acts. He
said that an amendment carried by 38 to 32 could not
be exactly considered decisive, and observed that the full
import of that decision could not have been recognized
by the noble lords. Lord Crewe held the opinion that
the title " chemist" should be used only by and
given to those who had passed the statutory examina-
tion; but by a small majority in the House of
Lords it was carried that an unqualified company
might use the title chemist provided it employed a
person holding a chemist's qualification. If the amend-
ment was not thrown out in the House of Commons, then
in future any company of unqualified persons need not
make up prescriptions according to the Pharmacopoeia, nor
keep strong poisons in accordance with the regulations
observed by chemists. The import of the amendment was
to put the companies outside all the regulations which
tended to the safety of the public. The Chairman also
referred to the noble lord who in the debate said that
companies of unqualified persons had been accustomed to
use the title of chemist " from time immemorial."
Another noble lord observed that these unqualified com-
panies established their businesses in order to provide
cheap drugs for the poor. It was a lamentable thing
that chemists should be ruined by unqualified persons
and unqualifiable companies using the name of chemist
without having anything to do with chemists. The
Pharmaceutical Society was not seeking for any unfair
privilege, but objected to the view of the thirty-eight nobler
lords, one which if it prevailed would mean privilege for
the unfit.
Mr. R. WINFREY, M.P., in responding to the toast, said that

the case for the pharmacists had not been fairly put in
the House of Lords. The noble lord who moved the
amendment which was carried seemed to think that the
title of chemist was a mere trade distinction not to be
distinguished from any other trade name. It was not
understood that there was a distinction between the right
to carry on a business and the right to use a title.
One speaker in the debate had actually said that the
Pharmaceutical Society had been endeavouring to secure
by legislation a trade monopoly in order that it might
raise the price of drugs. The Marquis of Ripon was
right in declaring that it was for the security of the public
that the title "chemist " should be reserved to persons
qualified by examination. It was not fair to put these
one-man companies into competition with men who had
passed their examinations.
The toast of "1The Medical Profession " was proposed by

the CHAIRMAN, and, in the absence of Sir Richard Powell,
President of the Royal College of Physicians, was
acknowledged by Mr. J. TWEEDY, President of the Royal
College of Surgeons, who urged the importance of phar-
macy being properly taught to medical stndents,;especially
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