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in university education in Ireland, and to any attempt at
abolition of the Royal University; he favours greater local
autonomy of the Colleges, provision of halls of residence,
and the introduction of extern examiners.

THE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS.
Sir Charles A. Cameron, in the name of the Hospitals

Committee of the Corporation of Dublin, has addressed a
eircular letter to the governors of the general hospitals in
Dublin, asking for their co-operation in the efforts now being
made and proposed to lessen the prevalence of tuberculosis.
He points out that it is a fact that many poor persons suffer-
ing from tuberculosis of the lungs are obliged to live with
their families although willing to be treated in hospitals.
They often occupy rooms in which other persons live and
sleep, and sometimes even share the same beds with healthy
persons, whose health is thereby jeopardized. After referring
to the fact that it is not usual for hospitals to retain hopeless
cases of phthisis until death terminates the patients' sufferings
he proceeded to say that in the interest of public health it
would be desirable to retain in hospital consumptives who,
belonging to the poorest classes, would not have in theirhomes
that isolation so necessary to prevent them from infecting
healthy persons. The Hospitals Committee therefore
earnestly suggests that- in each hospital a small ward might
be devoted to consumptives, who would be retained until the
termination of their disease by recovery or death. The
authorities of the Mater Misericordiae Hospital, Dublin,
have replied to the effect that they fully recognize the
importance of isolating cases of consumption occurring
amongst the poor, and of helping to mitigate their sufferings.
They add that they are making arrangements to have two
wards-one for men and the other for women-devoted exclu-
sively to the treatment of consumptive cases. Sir Charles
Cameron expresses the hope that the other hospitals will
follow the example thus shown.

PROPOSED CONFEDERATION OF LONDON
MEDICAL SOCIETIES.

SIR WILLIAM CHURCH, President of the Royal College of
Physicians, presided at an influential and important meeting
of medical men held on April ioth at the Royal College of
Physicians. The London medical societies were represented
by their presidents and the great number of surgeons and
physicians who came to the meeting showed the interest
taken in the movement for confederating the London medical
societies.
The PRESIDENT gave a short historical survey of the various

attempts that have been made since i8o8 towards uniting the
London medical eocieties into one body. He then took up
the subject of the proposed confederation and said that those
who were interested in it suggested that a new central body,
the Roval Society of Medicine, should be established and
that all the existing societies should be regarded as sub-
*divisions of it. The existing societies were not to lose their
own individuality but were to remain as societies under the
wing of the Royal Society of Medicine. Great advantage
would follow the establishment of such a body, embracing
all medicine and all the affiliated sciences. Medicine had
advanced so much that it was necessarily split up into many
branches; and rightly enough each of those branches wished
to have its own society. There was the danger that special
subjects in medical practice might be looked upon as dis-
sociated from general medicine. Any proposal that-would
preserve the connexion between general medicine and those
specialities was to be encouraged in the interests of medicine.
All the societies joining in the new scheme would gain in
prestige by being connected with the Royal Society of Medi-
cine of the metropolis of the kingdom. The Fellows and
Associates of the proposed society would enjoy fuller advan-
tages than was now possible without increased expenditure.
Tvvo grades were proposed for the society-Fellows and Asso-
ciates. The Fellows would join the new society on certain
financial terms which would give them the right of being
present at all the meetings of the included societies. The
Associates would be those who preferred to be members of
one or more sections of the society, and who would have
certain advantages and privileges by belonging to the new
society, such as the use of its library and its rooms.
If the proposed scheme was successful, it would be
necessary to have more accommnodo4tion than there was

at present at 20, Hanover Square, but those premises were
capable of being enlarged. The rights of the Fellows and
Associates must be left to be worked out later. They might
take it as a working basis that the societies that met at Hanover
Square and it, Chandos Street, were likely to join the new
society. By that it was not to be implied that other societies
were to be excluded. The societies meeting at 20, Hanover
Square and i i, Chandos Street, represented special branches
of medicine, and these did not inclulde the Harveian and the
Hunterian, which were Societies for general medicine, and were
somewhat on a different footing to that of the special societies.
For the success of the scheme it was essential that the
Medical Society should join in the movement. The Medical
Society and the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society were
the only two Societies which had any considerable amount of
property, and if such a combination as was suggested were
made the new society would depend a good deal on the
income which might be received from the property of the
Medical Society. Unless the Medical Society were willing to
consider the matter favourably it was impossible to see
how the extra accommodation and advantages proposed
were to be provided, and at the same time how the
expenses of individual members were to be diminished.
The details for the government of the new society must be left
for the consideration of a Committee to be appointed at that
meeting, and which would have the duty of formulating a
scheme to be laid before the medical profession later on. In
conclusion, the President directed the attention of the meet-
ing to the advantages to be derived by British medicine from
the scheme. The separate sections of the new society would
receive and consider their own communications as each
thought proper, and it was proposed that each section should
publish its papers monthly, while the parent Society would
elect a strong Publishing Committee to select from the com-
munications made to all the various societies under its wing
and publish them as the traneactions of the Royal Society of
Medicine. In his opinion such transactions would form a
most valuable addition year by year to medicine, and would
be representative of British medicine. The President then
added that he had received letters from many men of note,
all of them in favour of the idea of confederation.

Sir FREDERICK TREvES then moved:
That in the opinion of this meeting, convened-by the President of the

Royal College of Physicians and composed of Fellows and members
of the medical societies of London, it is highly desirable that an
effort should be made to unite the principal societies into a new
body to be known as the Royal Society of Medicine.

He Paid that if all branches of medicine could be provided for
under one roof, it would be, to put it at a low btandard, an
immense convenience. It must be also a matter of economy.
Each society had its own management and in many cases its
own library, and the money expended on these various
societies, if concentrated, would lead to economy. All would
agree that if the proposed union could be carried out it would
be to the advantage of all, for it was very desirable that the
science of medicine should be able to face the scientific world
as a coherent whole. Every branch of medicine should
remain under the general aegis of medicine. He was certain
that the proposal would give to the science of medicine as a
science a stronger position. The new society would, he
imagined, in no way concern itself with politics or medical
ethics. It was to be a society for the advancement of the
science and art of medicine in the very widest sense of the
term.

Sir THOMAS SMITH, in seconding the resolution, described
the benefits to be derived from the scheme, and Mr. JOHN
LANGTON said that the scheme would result in the progress of
medicine.
Dr. F. J. MCCANN thought the title of the new society

should be the Royal Academy of Medicine.
Dr. THEODORE WILLIAMS observed that the scheme would

be a beneft from a financial point of view to the junior
members of the profession.
Dr. T. GLOVER LYON having addressed the meeting,
Sir R. DOUGLAS POWELL said.that the scheme only provided

for the union of the central medical societies. He said it
would be a disaster to the medicine of London if the outlying
local medical societies were to be merged into one body.
Mr. GOODSALL said no society should be so treated that it

would feel that it had been snuffed out.
The PRESIDENT then put the resolution to the meeting,

whereupon it was carried unanimously amid much applause.
Sir WILLIAM BROADBENT then moved the following resolu-

tion, which was seconded by Mr. H. F. WATERHOUSE:
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That the Councils of the Medical and Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Societies be severally invited to appoint two delegates, and that the
Councils of the Pathological, Clinical, Obstetrical, and Epidemiologi-
cal Societies be severally invited to appoint one delegate to form,
with the President of the Royal College of Physicians, the President
of the Royal College of Surgeons, and five other gentlemen, a Com-
mittee which shall (x) make such inquiries as may be necessary:
(2) submit a scheme of union to the various Societies for their con-
sideration.

Dr. THEODORE WILLIAMS said that there ought to be a
representative from each of the other societies concerned.
Mr. JOHN LANGTON said they ought to give the other

societies a say in the matter.
Dr. GARROD suggested that the Medical Society and the

Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society should appoint
delegates and arrange for the representation of the other
societies.

Sir FELIX SEMoN considered that the Medical Society and
the Royal Medical and Chirargical Society should send two or
three representatives to a Committee, and that the rest of the
Committee should be formed by all the Presidents of the
societies asked to join the scheme.
The PRESIDENT said he thought the wish of the meeting

would be fulfilled if they accepted the following resolution
which he would put from the Chair-namely, that the Com-
mittee should consist of two representatives from the Medical
Society, two from the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society,
and one representative from any other society that wished to
join in the scheme. The Committee to make such inquiries
as may be necessary and to submit a scheme of union to the
various societies for their consideration.
This resolution was put to the meeting and carried

unanimously.
Dr. Arthur Latham was appointed Honorary Secretary to

the Committee referred to in the last resolution, and on the
motion of Dr. JORN FAWCETT, seconded by Mr. H. S.
PENDLEBURY, it was resolved that a general meeting of the
societies concerned should be convened, if possible, in July
next, to receive the report of the Committee.
A vote of thanks to Sir William Church for presiding was

moved by Mr. A. WILLETT, seconded by Sir FELIX SEMON{, and
carried by acclamation.

Dr. Arthur Latham writes, under date April iith: The
second resolution passed at yesterday's meeting at the Royal
College of Physicians on the above subject, the terms of which
were left to Sir W. Church, runs as follows:
That a Committee be appointed consisting of two representatives
fromthe Medical and the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Societies, to-
gether wtth one representative from each of the medical societies
willing to consider the question of amalgamation, and the Presi-
dents of the Royal Colleges, to (a) make such inquiries as may be
necessary; (b) submit a scheme of union to the various societies for
their consideration.

THE PREVENTION OF CONSUMPrION.
WEST INDIES.

Trinidad.-On the initiative of Dr. G. H. Masson, a move-
ment for the prevention of tuberculosis has been started at
Trinidad. A meeting of medical practitioners was held in
that place on February 23rd, with the object of forming a
Society for that purpose. The Surgeon-General, Hon. Dr. J.
de Wolf, presided, and among those present were Drs. C. F.
Knox, R. H. E. Knaggs, P. Vilain, R. F. Black, C. F. Lassalle,
S. Camps, E. A. G. Doyle, Resident Surgeon of the Colonial
Hospital, S. M. Laurence, A. H. McShine, J. W. Eakin, and
Masson. The Surgeon-General in his opening address said
the question resolved itself into two heads; first, what the
Government could do, and secondly, what could be done by
private enterprise. So far as the Government was concerned,
he had made representations to the authorities, asking them
to provide for the isolation of advanced cases, so that they
could be removed from their immediate surroundings, thereby
preventing communication of the disease to others. HEe
thought that cases requiring hospital care might be left to the
Government for separate treatment, and this he anticipated
would be accomplished in a short time. With regard to in-
cipient cases, he thought an appeal could be reasonably made
to the general public to provide for such cases, and to
educate the people as to the cause of tuberculosis and
the prevention of its undue increase in the colony. In
addition to a sanatorium, a dispensary would be required, not
only for the treatment of patients, but to serve as the head

quarters of an organization for following the disease to homes
where it was supposed to exist. Dr. Kuaggs said one point of
very great importance was the housing of the poor. Tbe
majority lived in hot-houses by day and freezing chambers by
night. After discussion, a resolution was passed that the
medical profession present resolved to form themselves into an
association for the prevention and treatment of tuberculosis
in Port of Spain. It was further resolved that the members
of the medical profession in the colony and of the general
public be invited to join the association; that the Governor
and Lady Jackson be invited to become patrons of the associ-
ation; that the Surgeon-General be appointed Chairman;
that Dr. Masson be appointed Secretary and Treasurer of the
association; and that the Medical Board be invited to
contribute a sum to meet the expenses of the association.
The Chairman moved the following provisional Committee:.
Dr. Dickson (in whose place Dr. Lassalle consented to act
temporarily), Dr. Laurence, Dr. Vilain, Dr. Prada, and the
Chairman and Secretary. It was also resolved that the
Society should be called Lhe Trinidad Association for the
Prevention and Treatment of Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases.
It is intended that the Committee of Management shall be
composed, not only of medical men, but of persons selected
from other walks in life.

A NATIONAL SANATORIUM IN THE UNITED STATES.
An appropriation for the establishment and maintenance of

a national sanatorium for indigent consumptives has been
introduced in the House of Representatives by Mr. Wiley of
Alabama. He proposes that Congress shall make an appro-
priation of X20,OCO "for the purpose of erecting a national
eanatorium for indigent persons of both races suffering from
the disease called consumption, or tuberculosis of the lungs,
including all persons in the army and navy of the united
States, as well as those honourably discharged from such ser-
vice who are likewise afflicted." The Bill provides for the
erection of the sanatorium building or buildings at or near
Citronelle, Alabama. It is to be left to the surgeon-general of
the army to establish rules and regulations under which per-
sons may be allowed to enter the institution, and for medical
treatment. The control of the institution shall be vested in
that officer, who shall have power to appoint a superin-
tendent and other offlicers and employds. It is further pro-
vided that the surgeon-general shall have authority to promul-
gate such rules and regulations for the government of the
officials of the sanatorium as he may deem proper and neceE-
sary, and, with this object in view, may authorize the employ-
ment of persons to cultivate the lands, manufacture articles,
and procure supplies for the institution, as may be best to
make it self-supporting.

UNITED STATES.
Mis8ouri.-The Missouri State Legislature has passed a Bill

providing for the establishment of a sanatorium for the
treatment of tuberculosis in its early stages. The institution
will be situated in the Ozark Mountains on a plot of land
covering an area of not less than i6o acres, and at an elevation
of at least I,ooo It. above the sea level. The site will be
selected by a commission to be appointed by the Governor,
two members of which will be practising physicians. The
Bill provides for the appropriation of /Jo,ooo for the
purpose.

Illinoiu-A Bill is before the Illinois State Legislature
which provides for the appropriation of £40 ooo for the erec-
tion of a sanatorium for consumptives in lilinois. The enact-
ment of this Bill into the law will provide the State with an
institution which will overshadow any other institution in
importance. A large number of prominent citizens have
endorsed the. Bill.

BRAZIL.
The report presented to the Brazilian Minister of Justice

and of the lnterior by Dr. Hilario de Gouvca, Permanent
Secretary of the Brazilian League against Tuberculosis, and
Delegate to the International Congress held at Copenhagen
last May, contains as an appendix the text of a very interest-
ing paper read by Dr. Gouv0a at the Congress. In this paper
the measures taken in Brazil to limit the spread of tubercu-
losis are detailed, and it is evident that the Brazilian Associa-
tion has been able to accomplish good work. In 1902, at tbe
first International Tuberculosis Congress held in Berlin, Dr.
Gouvoa was able to state that Senhor Rodrigues Alves, then
President-Elect, had undertaken in his electoral programme
to give attention to the sanitary requirements of Rio de
Janeiro, in which town tuberculosis was very prevalent. This
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