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BRIGHT'S DISEASE AND DIABETES.
PROFEssOR TYSON is so well known to the medical profession
in this country, that general interest will be felt in the pub-
lication of the second edition of his Treatise on Bright's Disease
and. Diabetes,' which represents his matured opinions upon
the questions on which he first delivered himself twenty-four
years ago. It is therefore somewhat disappointing to find
that, while the book contains a good summary of what other
people have been writing and saying, it is by no means easy
to discover Professor Tyson'sopinions on many points. As
as example of this singular reticence, we may give the absence
of any reference to the surgical treatment of chronic nephritis,
although ProfeEsor Tysonhas on more than one occasion
joined in the discussions that have taken place respecting the
work of Edebohls, and his personal experience of the results
of these operations is probably greater than that of any phy-
sician on this side of the Atlantic. So far as the author
reveals himself, he seems to maintain the old position
respecting the pathology of Bright's disease, but in treatment,
especially in dietetic, treatment, he concurs in the more
liberal views now generally entertained regarding the use of
albuminous diet.
In the section on diabetes, he gives interesting tables

showing therapid increase in diabetes in theUnited States
during the last twenty years. Not long ago American writers
used. to congratulate themselves upon the comparative im-
munity of their countrymen from this disease, but from the
tables supplied by Dr. Hermann M. Biggs, Health Officer of
New York City, the death-rate from diabetes perioo,ooo of

ptpulation has risen from5.16 inI883toI7.I3 inI90I-a figure
as high as that now obtaining in Paris, which has been sup-
posed to stand at the head of European capitals for its unen-
viable, mortality from diabetes. While the account given of
diabetes is clear, it is hardly adequate in its description of
the complications or in thediscussion of the diagnosis and
prognosis of the disease. For example, there is no hint to the
reader that glycosuria may occur as a transient condition or
under circumstances which do not warrant the diagnosis of
diabetes; there is no description of alimentary glycosuria;
there,is no reference to the prognostic importance of the
ferric-chloride reaction, which is merely described under
"Diagnosis"; and finally, under "Treatment," the impor-
tance, of quantitative restrictions in diet is altogether over-
looked. In the discussion of diabetes insipidus the secondary
changes in the kidneys are mentioned but not explained, and
the prognosis is stated to be uniformly good, although if the
kidneys are sacculatid and their substance destroyed, the life
of the patient cannot be prolonged. The description which
Professor Tyson gives of diabetic retinitis implies that it is

identtial with that seen in Bright's disease, although in the
special chapter contribated by Dr. de Schweinitz its forms
and distinctions are correctly given.. It is evident from
numerous quotations that Professor Tyson has been much
indebted to Dr. R. T. Williamson. in compiling the section
upon diabetes; nevertheless, in discussing the relation of
alcohol to that disease he says that "of modern observers he
knows no one who agrees with Harley," yet Dr. Williamson
considered alcohol an important factor in 17 per cent. of
his cases.ofdiabetes.
There are several coloured plates, but the best illustration

is a beautiful processreproduction of a photograph of a con-

tracted kidney. American orthography, is of course to be
expected in a work by an American physician; but surely
anuria is preferable to "n anrea; " Ebstein's bread subtitute
is made from aleuronat, not "aleuronot ;" "Le Noble"
should be "Le Nobel," and "Begbig "Begbie."

DENTALSURRGERY.
DR. ZIERLER'S pamphlet2 on the treatment of septic roots of
teeth by means of weak galvanic currents appears to be based
upon some considerable experience, for he has used it for
several years, although he does not give the number of cases

upon which it has been emplo0yed. The method is of con-

siderable: interest,. inasmuch as the author,'-claims, that by

ILA Treatise on Bright's Disease 'and Diabetes.' By 'James LTyson, M.D.
Second edition. Including a sectionL on the Ocular Changes in Bright's
Disease and in Diabetes. By George, .E. do Schweinitz, M.D. London:
Rebmanl Limited. 1904. (DemnY Svo, P* 382. 17S. 6d.)

2 Bettndge zur Behandlung ptitrder Za4nwurzelnp unter specieller Beruck-
sichtigustag drAnwendung 8chwacher gaSvatoischer Strime (ElekctroterilUza-twon). Von Fr. E. Ziorler.Wu rzburg: A. Stuber. 2905. (Demy 8vo,
PP. S3. M.I.880.

this means the roots of exceedingly septic teeth, even when
they are so tortuous or so small as to be inaccessible to>ordinary methods of cleansing and medication, may be
effectually sterilized at one short sitting. The apparatus
employed is a Leclanchd batteryof 30 elements, with a rheostat
and galvanometer, the current therefore being of compara-
tively high voltage, but the quantity is only small, not more
than

I

to 3 milliamp6res. A platino-iridium needle is
attached to the positive pole, and the negative terminates in
an oval plate applied to the neighbouring gum or other con-
venient spot, the needle being passed as far up the root as
possible. After the passage of 3-milliamp?re current for ten
minutes, the needle when withdrawn found to be absolutely
sterile, as is also the wall of the root canal; other portions of
the root, and especially its exterior, may remain septic. - This.
would appear to be in some sense a failure, but in practice it
is seldom that the septicity of a root extends much beyond
itscanal and the softparts immediately about its apex. Some
patients cannot tolerate this amnunt of current, but the same
results may be attained by a proportionately longer applica-
tion of a weaker current. Salt solution is introduced into the
root canal as far as it will go, but it may be doubted whether-
much of it will reach far down a small canal. If all that
Dr. Zierler claims for this method-namely, that a very septice
root can be sterilized in ten minutes, and filled at the same
sitting-be substantiated by further experience, it will be
a valuable addition to the resources of the dentist. But we
cannot help remembering all that was claimed for catapho-
resis (a method of carrying medicaments where they would
not otherwise go by the help of an electric current), and that,
that much-vaunted method is now extinct.

The intention oflMr. GRAYSTON'S book, Notes on the Treat--
ment and Filling of Teeth,3-is avowedly to allude only to
certain practical points, leaving for the most part untouched
the principles which underlie these methods of treatment..
This task the author has fairly fulfilled, and a good many
useful hints are to be gleaned from his pages. At the same
time, this course gives to the book a certain incompleteness,
which has evidently been felt by the writer, as he occasion-
ally departs from hisschFme to some slight extent when
giving his reasons for the methods which he advocates
indeed this was almost inevitable. But the outlines of prin-
ciples so given are too slight to be of muchvalue, so that the

book cannot be taken as much more than notes, useful in
their way, but fragmentary and only valuable to the student.
who has already mastered the principles of the subject.
Within its self.imposed limitations, it will, however, prove-
useful to many practitioners.

CLINICAL HANDBOOKS.
M. GUILLEMINOT has written an excellent book on medical
electricity.4 The plan of the work is as follows: The first part
deals exclusively with the physics of electricity and cognate
technical questions; the second part treats of the physio-
logical effects of the different forms of electricity; and the
third constitutes the medical or applied portion, and
includes electro-diagnosfs, radio-diagnosis, and electro-
therapeutics, the whole being divided into paragraphs, each,
with a descriptive headline in striking type. The firstpprt takes up not only the ordinary subjects of the galvanic
and faradic currents and statical electricity, but also among
other subjects the sinusoidal current, the high-frequencycuruent, x rays, galvano-cauterization, and the principles of
phototherapy. The second part includes the effect of the
stabile continuous current leading up to the physico-chemical
effects of electrolysis and'cataphoresis, anid thepphviological
currents of living muscle and nerve; also the effect of the
labile continuous current with the faradic, galvano-faradic,
and the sinusoidal currents. The physiological effects of
high-frequency currents of statical electricity and of light are
also discussed. The third part includes the applications of
electricity in diseases of the different systems, in disorders-
of nutrition, in disorders of the special senses, andin many
other morbid conditions. There follows a series of charts of
the motor points of the body which represent very well their
average positionL'although it is recognized that they vary in
different indiViduals, and even in the sante individual under
different conditions. Those belonging to the territories_of
,,3Notes on the Treatment and Iilling of Teeth. By W. Cass Graystona, LD,.
Second edition. London: The Dental Manufacturing Co. 1904. (Crown.
SVo. pp' 254.58.)
4
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ctricitiPrldicate. Par Jo Docteur H. GuPlleminot. Paris:
Steinheil. '19o5.5 (Or. 8vo, pp. 656; 76 ilustrations. Fr.zo.)
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different nerve trunks are in distinctive colours, a device not
peculiar to this book but one which might well be universally
adopted. The mathematics of the subject, which are sound,
are more fully gone into than is customary in English books;
the physical part is, perhaps, the best where all is good; the
medical part, almost of necessity, is the least satisfactory, it
is very good as far as it can carry us in the present state of
knowledge, which must be admitted is not very far. It is
questionable whether the diagnosis of disease should find
a place in such a book; a description of the characters of
lupus and an enumeration of the causes of -uterine haemor-
rhage and similar matters might, perhaps with material
advantage, have been omitted. The book, we repeat, is
excellent; we know none of its size on the subject better, and
its value is increased by the possession of a full table of con-
tents and a good index.

Drs. OESTREICH and DE LA CAMp by modestly styling their
book on anatomy and- methods of physical investigation5 a
"study" have to some extent disarmed criticism. At the
same time it seems almost a pity to have published this
accumulation of careful observations merely as such, and
without diagrams or figures. In its present state it is
difficult to see to what considerable body of readers, in this
country at any rate. the book can appeal. It has just missed
being a very useful volume, and leaves the impression that
its contents are the data for some work of more definite pur-
pose. A general section comprises a chapter on elementary
applied acoustics; a fragmentary account of flow through
cylindrical channels of different characters-rigid, as might
be met in calcified arteries, elastic, as normal vessels, and
contractile canals such as the intestine; in a third chapter
Roentgen-ray procedure is briefly discussed; then follows a
catalogue of the deformities and alterations of body-form
resulting from pathological processes, and finally a critical
examination of the methods of physical examination when
applied to the cadaver. In this last chapter two points
among many of interest are notable; one, the verification of
the great value of light or palpatory percussion, and the
other the sufficiently-obvious but often-forgotten fact that
the area of superficial dullness of an organ-such as the
spleen, for example-is greater than the true projection area.
The special section treating in detail the thoracic and
abdomipal organs gives an excellent account of the
commonly-accepted terms and fixed points used in relation
to auscultation, percussion, and inspection, with a little
pathology interpolated. Fortunately the space devoted to
the radiography of the thorax and abdomen is generous, and
should form a very useful guide to the interpretation of
screen-views and photographs; there is, however, not detail
enough to make the pages valuable to a radiographer. The
administration of bismuth to aid the investigations by screen
observations of the motor function of the stomach and intes-
tines is a device which has been employed by Cannon, whose
results have been recorded in the American Journal of Physio-
16gy. The confidence expressed by the authors in the practi-
cability of localizing disease foci in the lungs foreshadows an
advance in the surgical treatment of abscesses and cavities.

NEUROLOGY.
A DEGREE of monotony in receiving and noticing new
editions of an important work may be taken as the
inverted image of the excellence of the book in ques-
tion. There are few, we imagine, of those who are
thoroughly competent to judge who would not gladly
admit that the textbook on diseases of the nervous system,6
by Professor OPPENHEIM, is one of the best on the subject.
The fourth edition, according to its title page, is enlarged and
improved. Without a doubt it is improved, but that, we are
inclined to think, is in spite of its enlargement. The work
now appears, for the first time, in the form of two compara-
tively slim volumes which in itself is a good thing, but the
1220 pages of the third edition have been increaeed to 1447,
and the price has been correspondingly raised. Both of these
alterations could have been foregone without disappointment
or loss by its prospective readers., The' increase in size
depends, as will be anticipated, not so much on the addition
5Anatomie und physkalische Untermschungsmethoden [Anatomy and

Methods of Physical Investigation]. Von Dr. R. Oestreich und Dr. 0. de
la Camp. Berlin: S. Karger; and London: Williams and Norgate. 3o95.
(Demy 8vo, pp. 266. 78. 6d. net)

.0 Lehrbuch der Net venkrankheiten filUr Aerzte und Studierende [Textbook of
Nervous Diseases for Physicians and Students]. Voa Prof. Dr. H. Oppen-
heim. Erster und zweiter Blinde. Vierte Auflage. Berlin: S. Karger;
and London: Williams and Norgate. I905. (Demy 8vo, pp. 1447. 308.)

of subjects entirely new to the book, as on the accumulation
of confirmatory evidence of old positions. Such evidence is
mainly derived from more or- less recent lumbers of the
neurological journals of all countries. But the enlargement
is also partly due to the material amplification of what may
be called the teaching portion of the book, those parts, to wit,
in which ascertained facts, new and old, are arranged and
elaborated. Besides all this, the number of illustrations has
been increased from 369 to 393 in the two volumes. In refer-
ence to the inclusion of advances in current knowledge, we may
be allowed to point out that some prominence is given to
British work; for example, the researches of Sherrington and
Grunbaum on motor representation in the cortex cerebri,
locating the so-called motor centres in front of the fissure of
Rolando, and putting the centres for the eye movements in
the prefrontal region (a location, by the way, long ago foretold
by Dr. Hughlings Jackson), receive satisfactory description
and illustration. The book not only faithfully reflects current
neurology, but contains, also, original matter by Professor
Oppenheim not, elsewhere published. The third edition,
wbich has had a great vogue in Germany, has already
been translated into English by Dr. E. E. Mayer of Pittsburg,
and it is to be hoped that the fourth edition will soon receive
similar treatment.

Dr. J. F. BURKHOLDER has written and compiled a small
manual and atlas of the Anatomy of the Brain7 for students
and practitioners of medicine baped on the brain of the sheep,
which he selected for description and illustration on account
of its availability. The medical student with no more than
ordinary opportunities often finds it difficult to obtain a brain
in a fair state of preservation for his own dissection. A
cordial welcome may therefore be eextended to Dr. Burk-
holder's little hook. The book is a useful laboratory guide.
The points in which the sheep's brain differs from the human
brain, which are, perhaps, mostly on its surface, are pointed
out, and special stress is laid on the dissection of its deeper
structures. The descriptions in the text are confined to such
of these as can be easily indentified with the naked eye, or at
most with the help of a small hand lens. The plates, of which
there are 35, all being full-page, are, with the exception of
two photographs, reproductions of original drawings by the
author. Although they are certainly diagrammatic in the
sense that they show only what is' intended to be demon-
strated, yet, from the student's point of view, they are
probably all the more valuable on that account, and we
venture to think that they afford a good working compromise
between detail and clearness. Directions are given for the
removal and preparation of the brain, including details of the
Kaiserling method of hardening it for sectioning and jar
preparation. The terminology is founded on that known as,
the Basel association nomenclature, which,if still strange to
English eyes and English ears, has no doubt many and great
advantages. In addition, such terms as cephalad and caudad,
ventrad and doread, mediad and laterad, which sufficiently
explain themselves, are consistently used. Set demonstra-
tions on the brain to whole classes of students are in many
cases a delusion and a snare, and such a method of study as
that plotted out by Dr. Burkholder is to be encouraged. His
book may well be adopted as giving a useful outline of a
complex subject-an outline in good proportion, readily
lending itself to subsequent amplification at any point.

t The Avatomy of thie Brain. By J. F. Burhlolder, M.D., Professor of
Anatomy in the Illinois Medical. College. ubhicago: G. P. Engelbard and
Con. i1-. DMAk. Rvn fTl7 AIillustrations. 2 dols.)

NOTES ON BOOKS.
THE authoress, already favourably known by her Invalid
Cookery, has in the two little books, Cold Sweets, Jellies and
Cream., and Entries ofMeat, Game, and Poultry, 8 catered for the
epicure to a greater extent than in her previous work, though
we are inclined to think that even the invalid might some-
times be allowed to range over some of these recipes. The
directions given are brief but precise, and could be followed by
any cook of ordinary capacity, while the few dishes which we
have tested have proved very successful. The vice of making
up sauces with ready-made purchased relishes has beenlargely
avoided; it is a canon of good foreign cookery that sauces

8 Cold Sweet, Jelies, and Creams. By Florence M. Jack. London and
Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack: 'I904. (Crown 8vo, pp. I16. is.) Entrees
of Meat, Game, and Poultry, uith Sauces. By Florence 1A. Jack. London
'and Edinburgh: T. C. and E. C. Jack. 1904. (Crown 8vo, pp. 131. IS.)
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