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CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD.
WE have received the following report from the Secretary of
the Central Midwvives Board:-
At a meeting of the Central Midwives Board, Dr. F. H.

CHAMPNEYS in the chair, held at the Boardroom, 6, Suffolk
Street, S.W., on February 25th, the following business was
transacted:

i. A letter was read from the President and the General
Secretary of the Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland
setting out the difficulties that would be experienced by the
Irish chartered maternity hospitals in enabling their pupil
midwives to comply with the rules of the Board as to personal
delivery of twenty cases and a ten days' puerperium. A copy
of the following resolution of the Section of Obstetrics,
adopted by the General Medical Council, was enclosed:
That in the opinion of thel Obstetrical Section of the Royal Academy

of Medicine in Ireland, any wvoman holding the nursing certificate of
the Irish chartered maternity hospitals should be deemed to have com-
plied with the rules of the Central Midwives Board regulating the
course of training of pupil mnidwives, and should be eligible to present
herself for the examination of the Central Midwives Board.
After consideration of the letter and the resolution it was
resolved:
That having considered the letter addressed to them by the President

and the Secretary of the Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland, the
Board regret that the suggested alterations were not brought to their
notice before the rules were sent to the Privy Council, as, having been
approved by that body, it is impossible for the Board to alter them.

2. Various applications for recognition by the Board in
different capacities were referred to the Standing Com-
mittee.

3. After consideration of applications for certificates the
names of 917 women were passed under Seetion ii of the Act,
and ordered for entry on the roll. Of this total I claimed as
holding the certificate of the Royal College of Physicians of
Ireland, 291 that of the Obstetrical Society of London, 9 that
of the Rotunda Hospital, 4 that of the Coombe Hospital, 14
that of (Queen Charlotte's Hospital, 9 that of the Liverpool
Lying-in Hospital, 2 that of the British Lying-in Hospital, 3
that of the Glasgow Maternity Hospital, i i that of St. Mary's
Hospital, Manchester, 3 that of the City of London Hospital,
I that of the Salvation Army Hospital, and 569 were admitted
as having been in bona-fide practice for one year prior to July
31st, 1902.

4. The question of the payment of a registered medical
practitioner sent for on the advice of a midwife in compliance
with Section E, rule 17, of the rules of the Board was con-
sidered.
After discussion it was resolved unanimously:
That inasmuch as no provision is made in the Midwives Act, T902,

for the payment of legally qualified medical practitioners, the Govern-
ment be requested to take the necessary steps for amending the Act, by
introducing a section or otherwise, to provide for the payment of
legally-qualified medical- practitioners when called in by midwives in
difficult cases.
The Secretary was directed to send a copy of the foregoing

resolution to the Privy Council.
5. The question of framing a scheme of examinations to be

instituted by the Board was referred to the Standing Com-
mittee for consideration and report.

MEDICAL DEFENCE.
LONDON AND COUNTIES MIEDICAL PROTECTION

SOCIETY.
THE eleventh annual report of the Council of the London
and Counties Medical Protection Society, which is to be pre-
sented at the annual general meeting on March iith, shows
that the Society continues to make considerable progress. It
has contrived fo fulfil the object for which it was formed
without having resort to any very costly legal proceedings,
and the total expenditure fell short of income by the sum of
£121 IS. 6d., while the surplus funds have reached the sum of
/2,282 I9s. 8d. The honorarium which it has been customary
to vote annually to the honorary general and financial secre-
taries in return for the work done it is now proposed to pay
quarterly in arrear. Donations to the funds of the Society to
the amount of some £66 were received from sundry members,
and owing to difficulties in regard to their adjudicating on
cases brought before the General Medical Gouncil Mr. George
Jackson, Dr. James Little. and Sir Hugh IBeevor have re-
signed their membership. Numerous examples are given of
the cases in which the Society has taken action.

MEDICAL AND DENTAL DEFENCE UNION OF SCOTLAND.
The Medical and Dental Defence Union of Scotland, which

was registered as a company in May, I902, held its first
annual meeting at the end of last year, and the report put in
by the Council showed that a good beginning had been made.
Examples of the work which had been done and of the sort of
troubles with regard to which advice had been sought were
included in the report. They appear to be of the common
type. The existence of the Union as an independent institu-
tion is justified in the report upon the ground that there are
fundamental differences between the laws of England and
Scotland, and that it is considered that Scottish practi-
tioners will be more adequately protected by a purely Scottish
Society. The objects of the Society appear to be somewhat
ambitious, as amongst other things they are "to consider
originate, promote, and support legislative measures likely tco
benefit the medical and dental professions, etc." The annual
subscription is Ios., with a liability to pay £i towards any
deficit which may exist should thp company be wound up.
The Secretary and Treasurer is Mr. William Young, iC8, West,
George Street, Glasgow.

. CANCER RESEARCH.
MIDDLESEX HOSI'ITAL.

THE Annual Court of Governors of the Middlesex Hospital
was held on February 25th the Earl of Lathom in the chair.
The report of the Cancer Charity for 1903 stated that there-
had been a slight reduction in the number of in-patients
under treatment during the year, the figures standing at I56,
as compared with 172 during 1902. In the former year the
avferage stay of each in-patient was 92 days, whilst during the
latter the period increased to an average of 96.88 days. The
total number of out-patients had risen from 14I to I73. In
the out-patient electric and light department ioO cases of car-
cinoma had been treated with 3,040 applications of the x-rays,
with results which were distinctly encouraging. The resigna-
tion by Mr. Foulerton of the post of Director of the Labora-
tories was followed by the appointment of Dr. Lazarus-
Barlow. In the laboratories examinations, mainly microsco-
pical, were made of the portions of tissue removed by
operation, as well as of all material derived from necropsies,
whilst a constant watchl was kept for indications from any
other branch of science that might be laid under contribution
in the attempt to discover the cause of cancer and its cure.

Cancer Cures.
Another branch of work for which the laboratory staff is

responsible is the testing of the many alleged " cancer cures "

brought forward from various sources. In many instances a
cursory examination provides sufficient proof of the useless-
ness of these " specitics," yet in others a series of thorough
and exhaustive investigations is necessary before a confident,
decision upon their merits or demerits can be arrived at.
The report states that a notable example of fruitless endeavour
is to be found in the case of the material introduced by
Dr. Otto Schmidt, to which attention was widely drawn. As
the result of experiments extending over a period of two,
months, and carried out upon nine patients who voluntarily
submitted to the injection, the highest commendation pos-
sible was to the effect that while, so long as the doses did
not far exceed those indicated by Dr. Schmidt, the action of
the specific was not harmful to the subject, its value in the
treatment and diagnosis of cancer was purely negative.

The Staff and its WTfork.
Consequent upon the appointment of the director of the

laboratories as a foreign member of the German Committee
for the Investigation of Cancer, the AWeekly Board decided
to give him the opportunity of proceeding to Berlin three or
four times a year in order to attend the meetings, and thus
keep the hospital laboratories in touch with the best work
performed on tNhe subject in G(ermany. One visit has
already been paid by him with satisfactory. results. Dr.
Lazarus- Barlow is aided in his investigations by twvo-
pathological assistants, and the urgency of the subject
and the accumulation of details awaiting sohrtion would.
it is pointed out, warrant a further increase of staff
and the consequent enlargement of the laboratories
(in order to adapt them thoroughly for the purpose
to which they have been applied) as soon as the funds-
of the charity can bear the extra strain. Owing to the-
foundation of two scholarships due to the beneficence of Mr.
ltichard Hollins and Mr. Walter Emden, Dr. L-izarus-Barlowf
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