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College of Physicians hardly did 80 much ; but the result of
the two interviews was the meeting of a combined Committee
of the two Colleges which declined even to approach the new
University with a view to any combined examinations ; the
Colleges preferred to stand on their dignity, and said that the
University must approach them. Their Society then ap-
pealed to the University itself, and its reply, though very
courteoua, was in effect a simple negative. " We cannot help
you." The Chairman concluded by saying that he did not see
what further steps they could take unless they could rouse
the teachers of the metropolitan schools to an appreciation
of their position. Their Society could, he feared, do little by
itself, but amongst the teachers must surely be men of influ-
ence sufficient to induce the Colleges and University to make
some practical use of By-law I3 in the statutes ot the Uni-
versity, which was the only direction in which he could see
any hope 'of delivery. What was it their Society asked?
Surely not anything that could be called impos-
sible. At Oxford and Cambridge men could specialize
in their final examinations, thus showing that uni-
versal knt wledge wai not demanded. Why, then,
should there be any difficully in allowing men who had ob-
t.ined a good qualification to practise to offer themselves for
a final examination in professional subjects ? The alleged
difficulty lay in a supposition that a Licentiate of the Royal
College of Physicians and Member of the Royal College of
Surgeons had not done as much science as the graduate.
That might be true in an examinational sense, but consider-
ing the facts relative to Oxford and Cambridge, it seemed to
him to be only an excuse, and a bad one.

It was then agreed that the meeting should stand adjourned
to some future date, when the further policy of the Society
would be discussed.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON INSTITUTE OF
MEDICAL SCIENCES.

LETTER AND DONATION FROM His MAJESTY THE KING.
THlE Faculty of Medicine of the University was summoned
on Friday, February igth, to " receive a communication from
His Majesty the King in relation to the proposed Institute of
the Medical Sciences."
Mr. BUTLIN, the Dean of the Faculty, who presided, took

the opportunity of laying before the members a statement of
the means which were being taken and the progress which
had been made towards the attainment of the Institute, the
establishment of which was suggested by the Faculty and
accepted and approved by the 8enate of the University. In
the early summer of last year the Senate appointed a small
Committee of Appeal, consisting of the two representatives
of the Faculty, Dr. Kingston Fowler and Sir Cooper Perry,
the Secretary, Dr. Lauriston Shaw, and the Dean, Mr.
Butlin. Dr. Fowler and Mr. Butlin were appointed joint
treasurers, the former to represent the Senate, the latter on
behalf of the Faculty. The duty of drawing up an appeal for
funds was entrusted to this Committee, but it was determined
that in the first instance the appeal should not be made
more public than was implied in sending a copy of it to
every member of the Faculty of Medicine. It was hoped
that some individual or individuals possessed of ample
means might be induced to furnish a sufficient sum of
money to build and equip, if not to endow, the Institu:te,
so that it might not be necessary to make a general
fappeal. That expectation had not at present been ful-
filled, probably for reasons which will presently be stated.
At one time, however, it was believed that successful
negotiations to this end would be carried through. In
November last, on the suggestion of Dr. Fowler, the Senate
determined to issue publicly through the press an appeal for
funds to build, equip, and endow the Institute; and it must
be pointed out that this, the first appeal of the Senate, was
made for the needs of the Faculty of Medicine. The drawing
up of the appeal and the manner in which it should be issued
were agaia left to the Appeal Committee.
On December i8th the letter of appeal appeared in a large

number of lay and medical papers, and was commented on
vfry freely by both; and in every instance, so far as the Dean
was aware, most favourably. In fact, no appeal of the kind
lsd ever been better received. In January a letter in
savour of the Institute was addressed to Lord Rosebery as
O ancellor of the University, and signed by the treasurers or
i birmen of nine of the hospitals to which schools are
attached. The only names absent were those of the Treasurers

of King's College Hospital and of University College Hos-
pital, who excused themselves from signing on the ground
that University and King's bear a different relation to the
teaching of the science subjects of the medical curriculum to(
the medical schools, in so far as their teaching is not con-
fined to medical students. On February ist a letter was
received by the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine from Sir
Dighton Probyn, the Keeper of the Privy Purse, which stated
that the attention of His Majesty had been directed to. the
defects arising from the want of concentration of the teaching
of the earlier subjects of the medical curriculum in London.
The letter cnncluded in these terms:

" As the King now learns that the University of London is
making an attempt to remedy this defect by the establish-
ment of an Institute of the Medical Sciences under its proper
control, where the concentration of medical teaching will be
carried out with every prospect of success, I am commanded
by His Majesty to inform you that he is willing to contribute
loo guineas towards this Medical Institute should the scheme
be carried out."
The Dean desired to take this opportunity of stating that

the attention of His Majesty had been directed to the subject
by Sir Francis Laking, Bart., whose strong interest in the
welfare of the profession and in medical education were
well known. The Dean begged the members of the Faculty,
individually and collectively, to do their utmost to assist the
Appeal Committee, for in addition to the present time being
peculiarly unfavourable to any and every form of appeal for
funds, this appeal was not likely, unless properly explained,
to be attractive to the public. Medical education in London
had always been carried on as a private enterprise, and was
regarded as so profitable to those who were engaged in it
that an appeal for funds seemed to many persons almost in
the light of an impertinence. In spite of these difficulties
a good deal had been done in the course of eight
weeks by. the four persons who constituted the Committee.
Their appeal had been most favourably received by the lay
and medical press, had been recommended by the treasurers
of nine of the hospitals to which schools are attached, and
had been graciously and liberally responded to by Hiis
Majesty. The Committee had received promises of donations
to the amount of /8,ooo, including donations from the Pre-
sidents of the Royal College of Physicians and the Royal
College of Suirgeons. The Faculty was indebted to Dr.
Fowler, not only for his own handsome subscription of
£250. but for interesting Mr. Alfred Beit and Messrs.
Rothschild in the project, with the result that they have
contributed £5,o°° and £g5o0 respectively. If so much could
be done in the face of serious difficulties in so short a
time by so small a number of men, what might not be done
in the course of a few months by the largest and most in-
fluential Faculty of Medicine in the world? Among its mem-
bers were men who entered the houses of the richest and
most powerful individuals in London and in the kingdom -
and it would be an eternal disgrace to the Faculty if it could
not succeed in interesting the public in this important educa-
tional scheme, and in obtaining funds, not merely to build
and equip the Institute, but to endow it handsomely for
teaching and research.
Mr. H. W. PAGE moved and Sir FELIX SEMON seconded:
That the Dean be requested to convey in suitable terms an expression

of the gratitude of the Faculty of Medicine to His Majesty the King.
The resolution was carried by acclamation.
The Honorary Treasurers of the fund are Dr. J. K. Fowler,

35, Clarges £Street, London, W., and Mr. H. T. Butlin, F.R.C.S.

CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTICE.
THE: MANNERS OF CLUB PATIENTS.

LATIN writes: My short experience of this deplorable condition ot
affairs has rendered me sympathetic with those who have to suffer
club or contract work. I have had to undergo many forms of insult,
and impertinence-namely, " Come at once or you'll hear about it;
we pay for you and you'll need to come;" but worst of all is when
they tell you, " We can easily get another doctor," and they can, for
a goodly number of men, who have no respect for themselves or any
other body, are ever ready to run on the workmen's beckon. Club'
work ought to be done away with entirely, say, by the passing of a law
to come into force ten years hence. In some places I know the doctor
to accept 2d. a week per head; for this he supplies everything except
mustard and linseed meal. He also has to attend accidents at the
works, for which the master ought to pay. I can also give instances
where one doctor takes work from another by doing it at Id. less a
head a week. Lastly, on this point I may say that we now have foreign
competition. To the district I belong to a Polish doctor has been im-
ported. He is not required in this country.
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