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eat one, but the practical one by which we can live our life
tter and in greater usefulness and prosperity by wider fields

of labour is not less important, and might even be more pro-
ductive in results.-I am, etc.,
]Bournemouth. FREDK. H. ALD:ERSON, M.D.

SIR,-Dr. Jepson's letter in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of November 7th, 1903, p. 1245, re doctors in Parliament, con-
flrms what ex-President Cleveland said to the Academy of
Medicine in New York not long ago. He said that medical
men should go more in for politics, as at present they had no
position politically, and so represented "nothing and
nobody, " so that whenever any matter affecting the profession
was brought forward it was nearly always defeated, as no one
was present who had any interest in supporting it. The ap-
parent weakness of the profession is explained by the letter
alluded to.-I am, etc.,
Natal, Dec. 22nd, 1903. SPES.

MEDICAL WOMEN IN SWEDEN.
SIR,-I forward the following, which may be of interest; it

is a translation of a paragraph from a Swedish newspaper-
last Thursday's issue:
At the request of Karolina Widerstrom, Licentiate in Medicine (this

lady is in practice), with whom were associated several medical women
and students of medicine, His Majesty the King has decreed that
unmarried medical women may, equally with men, hold all medical
posts with the following exceptions: Medical officer for province or
town (the duties of our medical officers of healtli and Poor-law medical
officers are comprised in these posts), appointments in the army and
navy medical departments, and the position of superintendent or head
physician of an infirmary, hospital,, or asylum. As soon as a medical
woman marries she is regarded as having resigned any post to which
she may have been appointed.
The Swedish State, therefore, excludes women from very

important public appointments, covering a large sphere of
activity, and from the highest posts in institutions. Whilst
apparently leaving untouched the scope of medical women in
private work, Sweden, an enlightened and educated country,
finds itself able to formulate definite views as to their limita-
tions in public work.-I ami, etc.,
Carmarthen. EDWIN GOODALL.

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL AND THE
ENGLISH COLLEGES.

SIR, I notice in the BRITSTH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
December 12th, 1903, P. I 564, a letter from Mr. H. Nelson Hardy
re the dispute between the English Colleges and the General
Medical Council. I fully agree with all he says, and sin-
cerely hope that the profession will not rest until this
matter is settled to the satisraction of Sir Victor Horsley and
his supporters on the Council. We diplomates of the
Colleges are already at a great disadvantage in practice as
compared with:the licentiates of any other colleges and
provincial M.Bs., as we are forbidden to style ourselves
"Dr." unless we hold a " M.D.," while such --a restriction is
imposed on none of the others. Now, by their action towards
the General Medical Council, the Colleges are making our
fight still harder, for the general public will not consult a man
whose first examinations were consideredI "insufficient " by
the General Medical Council. The final examination-, as
reportedby the Council's visitorand inspector, are "erxcellent"
and "as good as could be desired," but unless a sound
foundation is obtained in the earlier subjects the public,
whose eyes are being opened more and more daily, will feel
that there is something wanting.
As an example of one of the difficulties a diplomate has to

fight against, I might just mention that a lady once told some
relatives of mine that she could not consult me "because I
was not fully qualified, being only "Mr." and not "Dr.," and
though she has since been under my care, I am still "'only
Mr."-I am, etc.,
December 34th, 1903. M.R.C.S., etc.

DIETETICS, AND THE "ELIXIR OF LIFE."
SIR,-Though it may be quite true that the "elixir of life"

of the alchemists has not yet been found, and never will be
found, still we are beginning to understand how it is that
some live even to a hundred years of age.
The conclusion reached by the Collective Investigation

Committee of the Association helped to point out the direc-
tion in which Iong life was to be found, and the facts, as to
longevity, which the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of Decem-
ber 12th contained, all point in the same direction.

We are beginning to learn that it is possible to live even
beyond a hundred years of age without becoming disciples of
Pythagoras, who taught that the secret of long life and
happiness consisted in avoiding the use of animal food.
Temperante in all things has long been recognized as tending
to longevity, but it is gradually being proved that temperance
in eating is of paramount importance. Alcohol and tea have;
both been blamed for shortening life, but now food itself is;
arraigned.
The drama and the daily press have taken up the question,

of dietetics; and " Little Mary " will probably do more than
many learned books in calling the attention of the people to-
the necessity of knowing what, when, and how much to eat,
that they may be healthy and happy.
Seeing that this subject is being brought so prominently

before the people, it is well that we as an Association should
take an interest in the subject and use what power and
influence we can on the responsible authorities to have the
subjectof "dietetics "more ful Iytaughtin everymedical school.

Sanitation, in which the profession was the pioneer, has.
done much to improve the health of the people, but a reform
of their dietetic habits will do more, and to teach them how,
when, and what to eat would be to them as the "elixir of
life." I commend the consideration of the subject to the,
members and of the Committee of the Association which-
concerns itself with such questions.-I am, etc.,
Hawick. JOHN HADDON, M.D.

MEDICO-LEGAL. AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
THE SUPPLY OF,ARTIFICIAL TEETH.

IN a recent case at the Blackburn County Court the question arose
whether an unqualified dentist could recover the price of a set of false
teeth supplied by him. A firm of unregistered dentists sued a patient for
the price of teeth supplied, their claim including the operation of fitting:
the teeth. The learned county court judge came to the conclusion that.
he could separate the claim for the teeth, as being one for goods supplied,
from that for work done in fitting, etc., and he assessed this work at a
certain sum giving judgement for the price claimed, less this amount.
If this decision is allowed to stand it will put a premium upon quack-
dentistry. As the law now stands there is nothing to prevent a number
of quack dentisto forming themselves into a limited liability company in
order to escape the penal clauses of the Dentists' Act. If they can also
claim the price of teeth as "goods supplied" to their patients, their
position will be strengthened.

MAY A PRACTITIONER OFFER HIS SERVICES GRATUITOUSLY TO
A PUBLIC BODY?

J. G.-(I) A practitioner may legitimately place his special knowledge
and experience at the service of a public body without remnneration if,
he chooses to do:so, but his letter of application should be addressed in
the ordinary course to the Clerk of the Board, and should not be sent
to each individual member or to the press, as that would suggest a
desire to advertise himself and to force the hands of the Board. (2) ID
our opinion, this work (the examination of the refraction of schoor
children), which is most laborious, should be paid for, but it is hardly
reasonable to expect the ratepayers to pay for the examination by an
ophthalmic surgeon of all the children attending elementary schools.
It the ratepayers are to undertake to determine refractive defects, the
next step will be a demand for spectacles to be supplied at the public
expense. and if this is granted we do not see why we should stop there.
(3) and (4) We cannot perceive that the offer, if accepted, would stand in.
the way of our correspondent pursuing his ophthalmic work for such;
fees as he chooses to charge. (5) Circulars are dangerous things, but a,
medical practitioner may send a circular to his professional brethren
without any breach of medical ethics; he should, however, take care to
see that it does not reach persons for whom it is not intended.

PERSONAL CANVASSING BY MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.
CURETTE writes that A. and B. are the two surgeons for a colliery for
either of whom the workmen may.enter their names, and the weekly
payments are distributed accordingly. C. is another surgeon who,wish-
ing to share in the work, entered upon a personal canvass for himself
in order to persuade a certain portion of the workmen to transfer their
patronage from A. and B. to himself. "Curette "asks whether this would
he regarded as coming under the warning of the General Medical
Council respecting canvassing?
*** We cannot presuime to say wlhat the General Medical Council

might do. but its warning referred only to medical aid societies, andA
the present case does not seem to be exactly on all-fours with those
which lhave so far been before the General Medical Council. Such can-
vassiing is, however, to be greatly deprecated, and cases of this sort are
eminently suited for the disciplinary powers of the Divisions of the
Association.

RyT.-The custom would not apply to our correspondent unider the cir
cumstances, but we make no doubt tllat the medical practitioners in the-
neiglhbourhood would appreciate a visit as an act of courtesy.

ERRATA.-In the answer to "Dubitans " on "Out-patient Papers" in.
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 2nd, p. 55, col. 2, the third
sentence should read " We cannot quite agree," etc., and not as printed.
-In the reply to "Seaside" under the heading of "Medical Etiquette,"
(same page and column), there was a little contusion, The person with.
whom A. was recommended to " talk the matter over," was obviously B.
and not C. as printed.;
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