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the Glasgow companies was held in the Bute Hall of the University on
the afternoon of June 2Ist. The parade, numbering nearly 5oo officers
and men, marched to the University under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Beatson, C.B., V.D., and tlle service was conducted by the
chaplain, the Rev. Dr. Adamson. A collection was made for the Queen
Victoria School for the Sons of Scottish Sailors and Soldiers, and
amounted to £26 xo%. This institution is a Scottish memorial to Queen
Victoria and to the Scottish sailors and soldiers who died in South Africa,
and is being founded by General Sir Archibald Hlunter, K.C.B.

R.A.M.C. SOUTH AFRICA FUND.
A sun of about £Io remains in the hands of the honorary treasurer, the
greater portion of which has been returned from South Africa, being the
unexpended balance of an amount sent there for local requirements dur-
ing the war. With a view to closing the fulnd finally it is proposed to
hand over the money to the Compassionate Branch of the R.A.M.C. Fund
lately organized by the Director U;eneral, as it will then be available for
cases of need amongst the men, women, and children of the Corps.
H.R.H. the Princess Christian has graciously signified her approval of
the suggestion.
Should no expression of dissent be received from subscribers within the

next few days, it will be assumed that thev concur.
(Signed) M. SYMONDS, Honorary Treasurer.

M. L. MuIR. Honorarv Secretary.
H. S. MUIR, Chairman of CommiLtee.

149, Oakwood Court, Kensington, W.. June 24th.

ERRATuM.-In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June 2cth. p. 1470. col. 2,
J6 lines from bottonm, Tor Brigade-Surgeon Alexander Crawiord read
Brigade-Surgeon Alexander Crawford Robertson.

MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
AN ACTION FOR SLANDER WFITCR "OUGHT NEVER TO HAVE

BEEN BROUGHT."
ON June I8th the Lord Chief Justice, sitting with a special jury, heard the
case of Tute v. Sedgwick. This was an action for damages for an ailleged
slander brought by Mrs. Helen Elizabeth Tute, of g, Kildare Gardens,
Bayswater, against the defendant, Dr. Leonard W. Sedgwick, of Gloucester
Terrace-; Hyde Park.
The plaintiff appeared in person; Mr. Clavell Salter represented the

defendant, whose defence was undertaken by the London and Counties
Medical Protection Society.

It appeared that from September until November, 1902. the defendant
had acted as the plaiDtiff's medical adviser. On November xSth. when
calling upon him to obtain advice. she asked him " if he was prejudiced
against her in any way, because she was not living with her husband."
The defendant then-according to the plaintiffs story-flew into a bad
temper, said she was not an honest woman, and told her to leave the
house. This was the alleged slander. She stated that she then sum-
moned a Dr. James, who practised in the same building, but indepen-
dently of the defendant, and told him what had taken place. Dr.
James. who was called as a witness for the plaintiff, said that in the
defendant's presence he lhad tried to explain to her the defendant's point
of view, and that it was, in his view, an insult for a lady to ask a medical
man such a question.
The defendant, who said that he had been in practice for a number of

years, admitted that he had told the plaintiff that the question was an
insult to him. He had told her that she had not behaved honestly in the
matter of putting a question of that kind to him. He had asked Dr.
James in to help him to quiet the plaintiff.
At the conclusion of the evidence,
The Lord Chief Justice told the jury that they must return a verdict for

the defendant. All that passed on the occasion in question was privi-
leged. and there was no evidence of malice. The action ought never to
have been brought.
Verdict and judgement were entered for the defendant accordingly.

PROSECUTION UNDER THE MEDICAL ACTS.
ON June 22nd, Mr. Kennedy, sittinlg at Marlborough Street, heard a sum-
mons under which Caleb Charles Whitefoord, of 3r, Upper Marylebone
Street, was charged with falsely using the title "Doctor" and other titles
implying that he was a qualified medical practitioner.
Mr. Muir Mackenzie appeared OD behalf of the GeneralMedical Council;Mr. Schultess-Young for the defendant.
It appeared that in 189 the defendant's name had been struck off the

Register for an offence uncer the section of the Act relating to convictions
for misconduct. He continuedto practise. however, and was subsequently
prosecuted and fined under Section XL of the Medical Act. The present
charge was similar to that preferretd on the former occasion, namely, that
he had used the titles " Doctor" and " Accoucheur." It was also stated
that he was advertising as Dr. U% hitefoord. It appeared that a clerk in
the employ of Messrs. Hempsons, tolicitors to theMedical Defence Union,
went to the defendant's premises. He said that the words " Dr. White-
foord, accoucheur," were on a brass plate at the door, and on the facta of
the shop were the words: "Dispensary and liver pill ddpOt," and uponthe window appeared the words "Appendicitis pills: the Whitefoord
Provident Dispensary."
It was urged for the defence that it was necessary, in order that a conviotlon should follow, to show that a person in usiDg the title " Doctor,"

did so with some intent to deceive "wilfully and falsely." There was
nothing in-the case to show that this poor unfortunate old gentleman had
done anything of the kind, nor had he imiplied that he was registered. He
was willing to destroy every nol.ice with the word "doctor" in front of
his name unless followed by the word "disregistered." Hehad been
forcedtopractiseagain,ashewas turnedout of the St. PancrasWork-
house with the suggestion that he should trade in pills. Other evidencewas called to show that the defendant gave instructions to assistants that
customers must pay in advance, and that they were to be informed that
he was not on the Register.
Mr. Kennedy said he was clearly of opinion that the case came within

the meaning of the Act. The deiendant would have to pay a fine of 6fo,with 3 guineas costs.

PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
HEALTHE OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

Is seventy-six of the largest English towns, including London, 8,9J4
births and 4,I38 deaths were registered during the week ending Satuiruay
last, June 20th. The annual rate of mortality In these towns, whiclh had
been 24 9, 24.3, and. 139 per z,ooo in the three preceding weeks, rose
again to 14.3 per z,ooo last week. The rates in the several t9wns ranged
from 4.7 in Hornsey, 6.2 in Willesden, 6.3 in Handsworth, 6.7 in Totten-
ham, 7.1 in East Ham, 7 4 in King's Norton, 7.6 in Ipswicli. and 8 o in
Southampton, to 29.0 in 8heffield, tg.8 in Grinisby and in Huddersfield.
2T.0 in Rotherham, 22.0 in Birkenliead, 23.0 in Middlesbrough, 28.5 ih
Wigan, and 28.7 in Coventry. In London the death-rate was 13.1 per
3,ooo, while it averaged 14.8 per z,0o0 in the seventy-five other large
towns. The death-rate from the principal infectious diseases averaged
1.4 per I,000 in the seventy-six large towns; in London this death-rate
was equal to I.5 perI,ooo, while it rangedupwards, in the seventy-five large
provincial towns, to 2 9 in Merthyr Tydfil, 7-3 in Aston Manor and in
Middlesbrough, 3.8 in Sheffield, 4.0 in Great Yarmouth, 4.I in Oldham, 5.9
in Wigan, and 8.6 in Coventry. Measles caused a death-rate of 2.2 iu
Birmingham, 2.0 in Sheffield, 2.2 in Wolverhampton and in Middlesbroueh,
4.2 in Wigan, and 6 5 in Coventry; scarlet fever of I.5 in Mierthyr Tydfil -
dipbtheria of 2.I in Oldham. whooping-cough of 2.2 in Sheffield, 1.4 iU
Birkenhead, and I.6 in Burnley; and " tever" of z.6 in Grimsby. Of the
7 fatal cases of small-pox registered last week, X belonged to Oldham,
2 to Liverpool, I to Manchester, and I to Bradford. The Metropolitan
Asylums Hospitals contained 70 small-poX patients at the end of last
week, against 6o, 72, and 64 at the end of the three preceding weeks; i6.
new cases were admitted during the week, against 20, 24, and 9 in the
three preceding weeks. The number of scarlet fever cases in these hos-
pitals and in the London Fever Hospita], which had been 1,77I, 2,7859,
and 2,710 on the three preceding Saturdays, had further declined to 2,649.
on Saturday last, June 2oth; 270 new cases were admitted during the
week, against 225, 220, and 145 in the three preceding weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, June 20th, 2,083 births and 558
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. Tue
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 18.4, I8.2, and
17.5 per I,00o in the three preceding weeks, further declined last week to
27.0 per I,ooo, but was 2.7 per r,ooo above the mean rate during the same
period in the seventy-six large English towns. The rates in the
eight Scotch towns ranged from 23.7 in Leith and 24.5 in Paisley to z8.:a
in Dundee and 20.1 in Perth. The death-rate from the principal infec-
tious diseases averaged 1.4 per I,oo0 in these towns, the highest
rates being recorded in Paislev and Greenock. The 27I deaths.
registered in Glasgow included 4 from measles, 8 from whooping-cough,
2 from "fever," and ii from diarrhoea. Three fatal cases of measles,
2 of scarlet fever, and 4 o0 whooping-cough were recorded in Edinburgh,
and 2 of measles and 2 of whooping-cough in Paisley.

HEALTH OF IRISH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, June 20th, 546 births and 345.
deaths were registered in six of the principal Irish towns. The mean
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been I9 I, 16.2, and
I8.2 per x,ooo in the three preceding weeks, rose slightly last week to i8&
per x,ooo, being 4.5 above the meaii rate during the same period in the
seventy-six large English towns. The death-rates ranged in these Irish
towns from 22.6 io Londonderry and 17.8 in Cork to 5o8 ,in Dublin,
and 21.9 in Limerick. The death-rate in the six towns from the prin-
cipal zymotic diseases averaged I oi per x,ooo, the highest rate-I.9-being
recorded in Belfast, while Waterford and Limerick again had no deaths.
from zymotic diseases at all, The deaths registered in Dublin included
, from small-pox, 6 from whooping-cough, and I each from scarlet fever
and measles. In Belfast there were 4 deaths from measles, and 3each from
whooping-cough, enterie, and diarrhoea. Cork and Londonderry each
had a death from wbooping-cough. Except lor the 3 deaths. in Dublin,
there were no fatalities from small-pox in any part of Ireland.

INFECTION AND EXPOSURE.
BERKSHIBE asks our advice under the following circumstances: One
member of a family is attacked with diphtheria; t-his is duly reported to-
the sanitary authority, who through their offlcer warn the other
members ot the family that they must not appear in public. This they
refuse to do. Are they-the family-acting illegally, and can they be,
prosecuted ?

*** The question cannot be answered either affirmatively or negatively
without more detailed and exact information. The law forbids the ex-
posure of any infected person or article. Diphtheria may be conveyed
by intermediaries, hence if persons who are daily in contact with a
diphtheria patient mix freely with others they may render themselves.
liable to legal proceedings. If, however, the patient is carefully isolated
in a detached part of a house, those members of the houshold who have,
nothing to do with the patient or his attendant could not proper1y be
excluded from appearing in public. Certain further possibilities Need
to be borne in mind in diphtheria. Persons apparently well mar
harbour infection in their throats. The case of school children m'ust
also be exceptionally treated. They, although apparently well, should
not be allowed to attend school irom a house in which a diphtheria
patien't is being treated.

FEES OF M.O.H. FOR GIVING PARLTAMENTARY EVIDENCE.
M.O.H.-It is probable that the council would pay the fees of our corre-
spondent's locumn tenens, and a further fee to cover any probable loss he
has incurred by being away from home. It would have been wiser to
have made a'definite arrangement with the Corporation before coming'
up to London to give evidence.
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