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May roth would not have taken them at 2s. 6d. I do not think that we
shall ever have union in the profession until we are prepared to give as
wellas take, and I often think that men who hold appointments are not
prepared to give equal privileges to others, but expect them to unite
not to disturb or apply for similar privileges.
One cannot blame a struggling young practitioner for accepting a

lower fee, whether club or private, than a successful colleague, espe-
cially since it is their only chiance of obtaining appointments.

THE MIDWIVES BILL.
THE OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.

WE have received from the Honorary Secretaries of the
Obstetrical Society of London a pamphlet, dated May, 1902,
issued by the Council of the Soliety. It consists of a state-
ment of the work of the Society since its foundation in i858,
with special reference to its exertions on behalf of the educa-
tion of midwives. The Council believes that the statement
may be of use in discussing the merits of the Midwives Bill,
and in determining the claim to recognition of the Society's
certificate.
The pamphlet contains a list of past presidents of the

Society, which includes the names of many of the most
eminent obstetricians in London belonging to this and
the past generation. It contains also a list of the mem-
bers of the present Council and of the members of the Board
for the Examination of Midwives, together with a list of the
chairmen of that Board since its'institution in 1872.

Public Work on the Midwife Question.
The following is the summary of the public work of the

Society on the midwives question with which the pamphlet
concludes:
Since its foundation, in x858, the Society has always endeavoured to

promote the knowledge of miiidwifery, both in medical men and in mid-
wives.
Thus, in 1859 (vol. xii, p. 27), the Society memorialized the General

Medical Council to make an examination in midwifery compulsory for
all candidates for the diploma of the English Examining Boards. Up to
187X the Society of Apothecaries was the only London Examining Board
requiring this (vol. xiii. p. 31), and the Royal College df Surgeons did not
make midwifery compulsory in its examination for the Membership till
1882 (vol. XXiii, p. 47).
In I866, and many times afterwards, the Societv urged the Home Secre-

tary to appoint an Obstetrician on the General Medical Council (vol. xii,
p.i27, andvol. XXiii, p. 47). This was not done till x88r, when Dr. Mc-
Clintock, and, at his death, the late Dr. Matthews Duncan, a past
President of the Society, were appointed as Crown nominees (vol. xxvi,
p. 38). Sir John Williams, also a past President, is at present on the
General Medical Council as a Crown nominee.
In x869 Dr. Farr, of the Registrar-General's department, suggested that

the Obstetrical Society should undertake the investigation of the causes
of infant mortality, which was very great, especially among the newly-
born (Obstet. Trans., vol. xi, for 1869, p. 24). A Committee was appointed,
and a paper of questions sent to every Fellow (vol. xxxvii, p. 86). It will
thus be seen that the intervention of the Obstetrical Society in a matter
concerning the public health was due to the express request of the
Registrar-General's department.
TheCommitteemade several reports upon the Causes of Infant Mortality

in England and Wales (vol. Xii, p. 389, and vol. xiii, p. 24). These reports
led to the Council publishing, in 1870, a series of Rules for the Manage-
ment of Newborn Children, which have gone through many editions, and
have been frequently revised (vol. Xii. p. 395, etc.).
In I872 the Council, acting on the advice of this same Committee, began

to examine midwives, and indirectly to enforce their better education
and practical training.
In 1873 the Society memorialized Government to enforce registration of

stillborn children, and in 1874, uniting for the purpose with the Parlia-
mentary Committee of the British Medical Association, the Society urged
that midwives should be educated and registered by the State.
In January, I878, the principles of the Society's scheme for the educa-

tion, examination, and registration of midwives not only met with the
approval of the General Medical Council, but a provision for the per-
missive registration of midwives was actually embodied in the Medical
Acts Amendment Bill by His Grace the Duke of Richmond. Trouble in
the East, however, prevented the measure being considered in the House
(vol. xxi, p. 5). In this Bill, midwives under the Act were alone permitted
to use the term "'registered midwife," whilst any woman might call her-
self midwife.
Since 1874 few years have passed without the Society directly or in-

directly urging the Government of the day to legislate upon the midwife
question; and though during late years the Council has thought it ad-
visable to leave the initiative to others it Is still as strongly in favour of
legislation. lt is also equally sincere in its desire to hand over the in-
creasingly onerous task of the examination and registration of the mid-
wives as soon as the Government have legalizedan alternative Examining
Board.:

The Object of the Examination.
The following quaotations from the Transactions of the

Society are given amongst others to indicate the object which
the Society bad in establishing the examination.
"To test practically the competency of the candidates to practise as

midwives, and their possession of such knowledge as would enable them

to recognize the presence of difficulties, and the recessity for at once pro-
curing competent professional aid for the patient " (vol. xiv, p. 23, 1872).
"It was never intended to create 'a new kind of nuedical practi-

tioner."'
"It would be most undesirable to raise a new kind of medical practi-

tioner between a midwife for natural labour and a fully educated medical
man or woman " (vol. xvi, p. 25, 1874)
The conditions of candidature which have already been

published in the BRITIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL, and a list of
lying-in institutions which train midwives according to the
present requirements of the Society, is given.

Results o,f the Examinations.
The following table is given to show the number of women

examined by the Board, calculated for every five years between
I872 and 1902; women who withdrew from the examinations
are included among the rejections:

Five Years. Candidates. Passed. Rejections. RPeteeti of

1872-1876 ... 3r 26 5 x6. I
1877-1881 ... 91 82 9 4 9
I882-1886 .. 353 287 66 18.7
I887-1891 ... 915 726 i8g 20.6

I892-1896 ... 2,038 2,819 219 10.7
1897-1901 ... 4,025 3355 64 i6.5

Total ... 7,453 6,295 ,152 5.-4

No candidate is examined by a physician on the staff of any
lying in hospital where she has been trained, and it is claimed
that this independence has given the Obstetrical Society's
certificate its special value.

Number of Women on the Society's Register.
The number of successful candidates on the Society's

Register in March, 8902, is stated to have been 6,520, and it is
added that four have been struck off by the Council of the
Society for misconduct. It is stated that every successful
candidate receives the Society's certificate, which was amended
at the instance of the General Medical Council in I895, and
then approved by it, and that the holders of such certificates
are not allowed to use any other designation than " Certifi-
cated by the Obstetrical Society of London," or, in short,
"Certif. Obst. Soc. Lond.," the title "L.O.S." (London Ob-
stetrical Society), which they had used without any authoriza-
tion having been misinterpreted and taken to mean " Licen-
tiate of the Obstetrical Society."

It is stated also that since 18goall successful candidates have
had to sign a 8ponsio, by which they promise to abide by the
rules laid down for their guidance by the Society, and to
acquiesce on the resolution of the Council in the forfeiture of
their certificate for misconduct.

The Percentage ofRejections.
Under this heading the following statement appears:
It was noted between 2890 and 1895 that the percentage of rejections was

becomin less,and this was stated to be "owing to a continuous improve-
ment in the class of women who presented themselves, in regard to their
social positions, general education, and special knowledge, and not to any
lowering of the standard of examination" (vol. xxxviii, p. 5o. I8q6).
Since x895, although the majority of the candidates continued to be in-

creasingly well trained and educated. there seems to be an increasing
number of poorly trained, badly educated candidates who realise the a2-
vantages of the Society's certificate, and desire to obtain it. Suclh women
are rejected, often more than once, and this has led to a greater per-
centage of rejections during the past six years, as the following table
shows:

Years. Percentage of Years. Percentage of
Rejections. Rejections.

3895 ... ... 710 1899 ... ... '6.3

2896 ... 9.6 I9CO ... ... 17.9

2897 ... 10.4 1903 ... ... 21.5

I898 ... 212.2 1902 (first quarter) 22.1

The Board of Examiners is fully alive to the danger of passing any but
fully trained and experienced miawives.

LOCAL ACTION.
DR. ROBERT R. RENTOUL (Liverpool) in the course of a letter
on the Midwives Bill writes: There is no ute in practitioners

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.2159.1237 on 17 M
ay 1902. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/


1238 MEDAL JOURNAL] THE EPIDEMIC OF SMALL-POX. [MAY 17, 1902

thinking, or pretending to think, that this Bill can be fought by
the Central Council of the Association alone; opposition to it
must come from the practitioners resident in each parlia-
mentary division. And if such local practitioners will write
to their members of Parliament, induce their political
acquaintances, and especially their lady patients, to write,
then the Bill will not pass. I firmly hold that if the Bill be
defeated this year it will not be reintroduced. It is not too
much to be asked by those who have opposed this Bill for the
last thirteen years that younger and fresher practitioners will
now take their share In working against it. A very large
number of Primrose League Lodges and Women's Liberal
Associations have been working hard in favour of the Bill.
,It is exceedingly difficult for members of Parliament to
-oppose the Bill when nine-tenths of those who speak to them
favour the Bill. If the majority of practitioners in each
parliamentary division oppose the Bill then it cannot pass.
'The "Memorandum " fails to notice one most important
point-that is, the Bill fails to make any provision for the
payment of the Central Midwives Board.

THE EPIDEMIC OF SMALL-POX.
LONDON.

TEE epidemic of small-pox in London continues to show slow
,signs of abatement after a slight increase in the third and
lourthi weeks of April.
The following table gives 'for the four weeks ending May

loth the Inumber of cases admitted to the hospitals of the
Metropolitan Asylums Board and the number under treatment
aon the last day of each week:

Week Ending Admissions. Under Treatment.

April Igth ... ... 328 1,431
April 26th ... ... 367 1i515
laY 3rd ... ... 250 1,442
May zoth ... ... 248 19419

The numbers of admissions for the previous four weeks were
2.274, 376, 389, and 449 respectively.

ESSEX.
The epidemic in Essex does not show any very appreciable

,igns of diminution. The following table gives the number of
fresh cases for the four weeks ending May ioth:

Week Ending Fresh Cases.
April xgth ......,. 45
April 26th ......... 63
May 3rd .. 63
May ioth ......... 46

The numbers for the preceding four weeks were 62, 6o, 64,
and 4o.

SURREY.
Dr. Edward C. Seaton, County Medical Officer of Health for

Surrey, in his summaiy of notification returns for the admini-
etrative county for April, 1902, states that 26 cases of small-
pox were notified, and that of these 9 occurred in Godalming.
As the last case was removed more than a fortnight of the
slate of the return, it is thought likely that the town is now
free from infection. Some of the cases were severe, but
happily, owing in a large measure to medical treatment, good
nursing, pure air, and favourable!surroundings, none of them
proved fatal. Dr. Pierce has informed Dr. Seaton that all the
Godalming cases, adults and elderly people, had been vacci-
nated once. in infancy, and with one exception had distinct
marks. The only person who was revaccinated had the
operation performed three or four days too late to prevent the
amall-pox attack.

Dr. Seaton further states that chicken-pox had been re-
ported in twenty-two out of thirty-four districts in the admini-
s ;rative county, and he advised that arrangements should be
made in all districts for the notification of cases throughout
this year, the attention of medical officers of health being
specially directed to the cases among adults, or to any
eircumstances which lead to suspicion of small-pox infection.

SOUTH WALES.
After an almost complete cessation of the disease a number

of cases of small-pox have occurred in South Wales. At
Aberdare 3 cases in all have been notified. The first case
occurred about three weeks ago. On May 3rd the second
case, a girl aged i6, was removed to the iso1ation hospital,
and on May 5th the third case was notified and removed to
hospital. The first case is probably to be traced to infection
from London, and in the later cases from the first case. On
May gth the medical officer of health reported that the cases
were going on favourably, and that there was probably no
danger of further infection. Another case of small-pox was
notified on May sth at Swansea and removed to hospital,
while a mild case is reported at Newport. At Llanfoist
Isolation Hospital, near Abergavenny, 4 cases of small-pox
have been admitted. The disease is said to have been intro-
duced by a tramp. All precautions are being taken.
At the meeting of the Vaccination Committee of the Cardiff

Guardians, held on May 8th, the cost of vaccination for each
year since I897 was shown. During I897 it was £796,
increasing yearly to £850, £817, and £x,857. A very con-
siderable increase is shown for the last year. The sums,
however, include general expenses. This is distributed
among ten public vaccinators within the union.

THE PREVENTION OF CONSUMPTION.
AUSTRALIA.

A SOCIETY has been founded in Sydney, New South Wales,
having for its object the prevention of consumption. At the
inaugural meeting held not long ago Dr. G. J. Lamb-O'Neill
was appointed Secretary.

HAVANA.
Major W. C. Gorgas, Surgeon U.S. Army, Chief Sanitary

Officer of Havana, is engaged in an active campaign against
tuberculosis in that city. Information as to the nature, treat-
ment, and means of prevention of the disease is being diffused
among the population by lectures, leaflets, etc. So far, i,642
cases of tuberculosis have been found within the city limits,
and the names and addresses of the patients have been ar-
ranged for easy reference. Estimating the life expectation of
a sufferer from tuberculosis to be about three years, and mul-
tiplying the number of deaths from this cause (goo) during
the past year by three, Major Gorgas estimates that there are
about 2,700 cases of tuberculosis in Havana at the present
time. The average number of deaths from this cause per
year since I899 has been I,555.09; while for the year I90I it
was reduced to but 900. It remains, however, the chief factor
in the death-rate. Major Gorgas is, we learn from the New
York Medical Record, promoting a scheme for the establish-
ment of a public sanatorium for the tuberculous, situated
near Havana, which has received the support of General
Wood. This sanatorium is to be divided into two sections.
Of these, one devoted to incurables will be situated at Hos-
pital No. i, on the outskirts of the city, while the other will
receive patients in whom the disease appears to be curable,
and will be situated about five miles out in the country. Ne-
gotiations are now in progress for the purchase of a hundred
acres of land at the site selected for the latter, and the work
will be pushed as soon as a title can be secured. The sana-
torium will be supported by the Cuban Government, and will
be entirely free to those unable to pay their way. It is estab-
lished, in tie interests of public health, with the idea of
getting as many as possible of the infected poor out of the
crowded tenement houses-particularly the bed-ridden poor,
who are a great source of infection under present conditions.
According to Major Gorgas, the negro is less suited to the
climatic conditions of Havana than the white man. The
black race, he thinks, would entirely disappear in a few years
were it not for immigration.

PORTUGAL.
Under the law of Portugal as it stands tuberculosis is in-

cluded among its diseases the notification of which is! com-
pulsory; disinfection is also ordered after death or change of
residence. A special ordinance will shortly be issued by the
Government in which more thorough-going measures for the
prevention of tuberculosis will be made compulsory. In
notifying the disease the practitioner will have to state
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