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or later, by moral, physical, and social results of a most
serious and threatening character, and that it is the cause,
direct or indirect, of a very large proportion of the poverty,
suffering, vice, crime, lunacy, disease and death, not only in
the case of those who take such beverages but in the case of
others who are unavoidably associated with them, they feel
compelled to urge the general adoption of total abstinence
from all intoxicating liquors as beverages, as the surest, sim-
plest, and quickest method of removing the evils which neces-
sarily result from their use. They believe that by this means
an era of health, happiness, and prosperity would be inaugu-
rated and many of the social problems of the present age
would be solved.

THE PLAGUE.
PREVALENCE OF THE DISEASE.

INDIA.
TN Bombay the number of deaths from plague during the week ending
December 21st, i, amounted to 175. This is a considerable 'increase upon
the previous week, when the numbers stood at 144. The disease seems to be
.generally diffused throughout the city. During the month of December
ia the city of Bombay 740 persons died of plague out of 3,o g attacked.
'Irrespective of the metropolis, the parts of the Bombay Presidency most
.seriously affected by plague during December were-Satara district,
where 7,267 cases occurred, and 5 362 persons died of the disease; in
Belgaum there were 5,672 cases and 4,282 deaths from plague; in Dharwar
-5,293 cases and 3,896 deaths; and in Kolhapur 4,554 cases and 3,14o0 deaths.

the Punjab during the week ending December 21st, the number of
plague cases was 2.50o, of which number 1,573 persons died during the
*same period. This is a considerable decrease upon the previous week.
,when the number of cases and deaths from plague amounted to 2,876 and
.1,612 respectively.
In Calcutta plague is not serious; during the four weeks ending Decem-

t1er 21st, 9Q cases of plague only were reported in the city; but it is
.slgnificant of the virulence of plague that during the same period go per-
sons died of the disease.
In Karachi the plague figures reported during the week ending De-

.cember 2ISt show 65 cases, and so deaths from the disease.

EGYPT.
During the week endlng December 22nd, rgox, the Director-General,

Sanitary Department, reported that no fresh case of plague had occurred
-in Egypt. During the week ending December 2gtll, 7 cases of plague and
3 deatlhs from the disease were notified in Egypt. At Ziftah I case and i
death had occurred during the week from plague, and at Tantah 6 cases
-of plague were reported, and 2 deaths from the disease. This is the first
time plague lhas been reported from Tantah. During the week ending
.January 5th, 1902, the number of plague cases reported throughout ail
Egypt amounted to g, and the deaths from the disease to 6. Five of the
deaths took place out of hospital. All the cases and deaths occurred' at
Tantah. The Director-General regrets to have to report the fact that
plague has broken out at Tantali. The narrowness of the lanes and
fstreets, and the overcrowding of the central parts of the town, make
sanitary measures extremely difficult to carry out with celerity. These
-difficulties are, however, being rapidly overcome by the energetic
measures instituted by Graham Bey and the staff under his direction.

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.
During the week ending January 4th, 2 fresh cases of plague were

'reported in Cape Colony. One case occurred in the Cape Peninsula, and
the second case was that of a private in the 2nd Dragoons at Green Point
'Camp, Capetown. At Port Elizabeth there were no fresh cases during the
'Week, but two persons died of the disease.

MAUJnTIUS.
For the week ending Januarygth, 37 fresh cases of plague were reported

-and 22 deatlhs from the disease.

LITERARY NOTES.
AN interesting article on the open-air treatment of con-
eumption, with illustrations of the New Liverpool Sanatorium
and Mount Vernon Hospital at Hampstead, appears in the
{Grapkic of January i ith.
We have received the first number of the IRivista di Orto-

jpedia e Terapia Fisica, which is to be published every two
months, under the editorship of Dr. Attilio Curci, Director of
the Orthopaedic Institute in that city. The journal contains
ipapers on tendinous fixation in paralytic joints, by Dr. Gaetano
$angiorgi; an account of a new operative procedure for the
-cure of ilveterate equino-varus by the Editor, and reports of
-societies aDd abstracts from current literature bearing on
.orthopsedic surgery.

Dr. Frederick Peterson, of New York City, offers a prize of
200 dollars (£4°) for the best original unpublished contribu-
'tion to the pathology and treatment of epilepsy. Originality
is the main condition. All manuscripts should be submitted

in English. The prize is open to universal competition.
Each essay must be accompanied by a sealed envelope, con-
taining the name and address of the author and bearing upon
the outside a motto or device, which is to be inscribed also
upon the essay. All papers received will be submitted to a
committee consisting of three members of the New York
Neurological Society, and the award will be made upon its
recommendation at the annual meeting of the Board of
Managers of the Craig Colony, October i4th, 1902. Manu-
scripts should- be sent to Dr. Frederick Peterson, 4, West
Fiftieth Street, New York City, on or before Septemkber 30th,
1902. The successfiul essay becomes the property of the
Craig Colony, and will be published in its medical reports.
Dr. Barnes, of Carlisle, has kindly called our attention to

a striking illustration of the ravages of small-pox before
Jenner's discovery. On the outside of Kirkbride Church, an
old Border church near the Solway, under the east window
is the following inscription:
Near this place lie interr'd a Son and five Daughters, the issue of the

Rev'd Lancelot Thompson, Curate of Kirkbride, and Margaret, his Wife,
who all died of the smallpox, within the space of three weeks, in ye year
of our Lord, 1746.
Their names, ages, and time of their death as follows:

Mary, aged 12 years o months, died June 24th.
Jane, aged 4 years 2 months, Jully 6th.
Margaret, IO years 3 months, July 4th.
William, 8 years 5 months, Jubyo2th.
Anne, 6 years 7 months, both
Abigail, I year 7 months, died July Isth.

Stop Reader here, to drop a tear
And feel a parent's woe:

Yet own God just and flesh but dust
For vain is all below.

At the Norwich Hospital is preserved the skull of Sir
Thomas Browne, the famous Norwich physician, and the
author of Religio Medici. Professor Osler. of the Johns Hop-
kins University, has just sent a casket of crystal glass, with
mountings, which is henceforth to contain the skull. The
casket, which is a choice work of art, has been manufactured
by the Goldsmiths Company, London.
We have received from Herr Gustav Fischer of Berlin and

Jena a circular announcing that " the Centralblatt fiir Bak-
teriology (sic) Parasitenkunde u. Infectionskrankheiten, read in
all civilised countries, will appear in changed and greatly
enlarged fornm from January Ist, 1902. The paper has set
itself the task of publishing reports on appertaining lectures
of scientific societies of all countries quicker and to a greater
extent than before, under the column ' Original Reports from
Scientific Societies.' These reports of brief form, which
should always have to be sent to the co-signatory Dr. Uhl-
worm, if possible immediately after every meeting, can be
published in German, English, or French, and the fee will
be the same as for reports and original compositions, M. 55
pro printed sheet." There can be no doubt as to the meaning
of this announcement, which will doubtless interest some
readers of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL; but the style is
remarkable. Why will our German friends lay to their soul
the flattering unction that they can write the English language
by the light of Nature? Herr Fischer could surely have got
some one to the manner born to revise the laborious but not
altogether successful efforts of his clerk.
The York Courant (now the Yorkshire Herald) is imitating

the example set by the Times by reproducing interesting
paragraphs from issues of dates long past. The editor has
kindly sent us the following extract from the Courant of I742:
March 8th.-Influenza is not the " new" epidemic which many supposed

it to be when it prevailed to such an extent in this part of the country a
year or two ago. Read this: " By private letters from Rome we have a
very melancholy Account of the surprising Progress an Epidemical Dis-
temper called the Influenza makes thure; that in one day 5oo persons
were carried to their Grave by it; that scarce a Noble Family in that City
had not lost some person; and that Hearses, Coffins, and the Host carry-
ing to the Sick were to be met with in all the streets. They observe that
this distemper began in Saxony last September, had visited Venice,
Genoa, Milan, and Florence, in the latter it still continued; that it had
reached the city of Naples, but had not made much Havoc; that the
Venetians had begun a Land Quarantine; and that it was expected the
Sea Coasts of other Countries would do the same. Though not in itself a
plague, the Physicians of those parts reckon it a Forerunner."

The Publishers' Circular gives the number of new books on
medicine, surgery, and cognate subjects published in igo9 as
i6g, and that of new editions as 68. The corresponding num-
bers for I900 were 192 and 74.
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