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General Medical Council, who have always been " unable to
see" how they can act in these cases against the offenders ;
just exactly as the consultants of Birmingham were a few
weeks ago " unable to see" how consistently with their lofty
sense of dutythey could support the general practitioners of
Coventry in their attempt to resist the underselling of the local
provident dispensary by refusing to meet its medical officers
in consultation.
Now in considering these matters it is only respectful in the

humble controversialist to start with the preliminary axiom,
"that the General Medical Council, like the Pope, is guarded
in its pronouncements from error." It is therefore somewhat
difficult to reconcile these two opposite decisions, since the
offences of the medical officers of all medical aid associations
etc., are obviously alike-in method with those of the consulting
physician of the Birmingham Institution, and are greater in
extent-yet are treated by the General Medical Council very
differently. It must therefore be some inherent difference in
the class of persons injured which renders these apparently
inconsistent decisions ofthe General Medical Council equitably
reconcilable. Yes! that is the solution of the difficulty. The
consultants are formed of flesh and blood differing in organic
constitution from that of ordinary medical beings, and par-
takes of that of the gods in nature and in value !

It is therefore quite right that offences against this favoured
class, even of the very slightest extent, shouldbe most severely
punished, while greater injuries against the humble general
practitioner should be treated with the coolest indifference.
It is also quite right that the rulers of the medical profession
should be exclusively selected from this divine order of
beings, since being of the gods they are incapable of that self-
seeking care of their own interests which less divinely in-
spired individuals might be tempted to exhibit, and even,
were they not divine, to attribute even to these.-I am, etc.,
Woking, June ist. W. SYKES, M.D.

THE FUTURE OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

SIR,-The BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June ist calls
attention to two questions of importance to the medical pro-
fession: (i) That of the attitude of the Government to the
profession; (2) the midwives question.
They both of them indicate from different points of view

the necessity of the thorough organisation of the profes-
sion. The day has passed when a smug respectability is
a power which operates with a Government depart-
ment, or one which can make itself felt. It has also passed
when the profession can afford to allow half a dozen gentle-
men who pull the strings of a society like the Obstetrical to
push on legislation which strikes at the root of the position
which has been granted by Parliament to it.

I know of no other profession to the members of which any
Minister could afford to offer a gratuitous insult in the House
of Commons, or of one in which it is possible for those who
are disloyal to their brethren, to carry a project of legisla-
tion so far as the midwives legislation has been carried.
Now I write this to impress upon the minds of the members

of this Association that if they desire to prevent in future
disasters happening to them, for with matters progressing as
they are disasters will come, they must make up their mind
to combination, to pay at least 408. per annum to the Associa-
tion, and to consent to the discipline which combination
amongst men entails.-I am, etc.,
Hatfield, June 3rd. LOVELL DRAGE.

THE REPORT OF THE CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE.
SIR,-In your article in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of

June ist, you state that of the meetings already held (Branch
and District), 99 have approved the principle of delegation
and I6 disapproved. I have carefully gone over the reports
in the JOURNAL, and the numbers I arrived at are: Unquali-
fied approval, 69; qualified approval, 14; unqualified disap-
proval, 25; qualified disapproval, 2 ; or, on the whole favour-
able, 83; on the whole unfavourable, 27. With regard to
payment of delegates, I find 75 for and 35 against. Perhaps a
recount may settle the discrepancy.-I am. etc.,
Leicester, June 3rd. FRANK M. POPE.

OBITUARY.
JAMES AITKEN MYRTLE, M.D.,

Harrogate.
IT is with deep regret we record the sudden death of Dr.
James Aitken Myrtle, Mayor of Harrogate, at the compara-
tively early age of 40, of acute laryngitis.
Two evenings previous to his death he presided at a public

lecture, when he appeared to be quite well, although on the
morning of that day he complained slightly of his throat.
For the past week he had been in camp with the Yorkshire
Hussars, of which he was Surgeon-Lieutenant, and probably
caught a chill.
Dr. James Myrtle was the eldest son of Dr. A. S. Myrtle of

Harrogate, and received his early education at Winchester
College. From there he proceeded to Edinburgh University,
and graduated M.D. in i885. Before settling down in practice
he spent some time in Vienna and Wurzburg in extending
and crystallising his knowledge. He joined his father in
partnership, and for eighteen years conducted a large and
growing practice. He was a member of the British Medical
Association, the Leeds and West Riding Medico-Chirurgical
Society, and a Fellow of the British Balneological Society.
For some years he was Secretary to the Harrogate Medical
Society, and subsequently occupied the presidential chair.
He was co-Editor of Practical Observations on Harroqate

Mineral Waters, and among the papers he contributed to
medical periodicals are the following: On Paroxysmal Hiema-
turia; Gout, Rheumatism, and Rheumatoid Arthritis;
Prurigo; and the Hot-air Bath, with illustrative cases.
Dr. Myrtle was a keen and energetic sportsman. As a boy

he belonged to the Winchester College Rifle Corps, and sub-
sequently at Edinburgh he was a member of the 'Varsity foot-
ball club, the cricket club, and rifle corps. Although hunting
was his favourite pastime, he supported both financially and
otherwise all outdoor games. He was an ardent Conservative,
and had the courage to express his conviction not only on
political but also on other public matters in which he took an
interest. In I892 he was placed on the Commission of the
Peace for the borough.
Dr. Myrtle took considerable interest in medical politics,

and espoused the cause he had at heart with vigour and
enthusiasm.

It was as a public man that Dr. James Myrtle undoubtedly
won his well-earned laurels, reaching the acme of his popu-
larity during the last two years while he was mayor of the
town. The able manner in which he conducted the Town
Council meetings gained for him the admiration of every
member of the Corporation. He was a ready and effective
speaker. Most of the beneficial reforms which have enhanced
Hiarrogate's reputation as a health resort are largely the out-
come of his initiative. He was a man of wide sympathies; a
loyal, staunch, and warm-hearted friend, and a most generous
benefactor to all the local charities. The very greatest
sympathy is felt for his widow and parents.
Dr. Myrtle was buried on Wednesday with military

honours, every institution in the town being represented at
the funeral.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES.
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

Lectures and Demonstrations of Pharmacology.-During the ensuing
long vacation Professor Bradbury and Dr. Dixon will give a course
of lectures and demonstrations on the physiological actions and thera-
peutic uses of remedies. These lectures and demonstrations will be
open to medical students, whether members of the University or not.
We understand that the buildings of the new Pharmacological Depart-
ment are to be proceeded with ac once.
Appointments.-Dr. A. W. Ward, Master of Peterhouse, has been elected

Vice-Chancellor for the ensuing academical year. Professor Bradbury,
Dr. D. B. Lees, Dr. Isambard Owen, and Professor W. S. Greenfield are
appointed Examiners in Medicine; Dr. M. Handfield Jones and Dr. G. E.
Herman, Examiners in Midwifery; and Mr. B. Pitts. Mr. C. T. Dent, Pro-
fessor E. Ward, and Mr. C. H. Golding-Bird, Examiners in Surgery for
medical and surgical degrees.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
M.B. PAss ExAMINATroN.-The following candidates have s-tisfled the

Examiners:-
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