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were severally reported. They found the animals everywhere
suitably lodged and well cared for. In a place where the
accommodation for animals was considered defective, regi-
stration was withheld.
The report concludes with details of five cases in which

irregularities had occurred. These were all duly reported by
the inspector. In none of them had anything that could be
called cruelty been committed.

IRELAND.
Sir W. Thormley Stoker reports that six licences were in

existence during the year. Of these one expired. but was
renewed. The certificates in existence or allowed during the
year were:

year were: A, to one licensee.
B, to four licensees.
E, to one licensee.

The experiments performed were I35, 3 being under licence
alone, and 132 under certificates. One licensee performed no
experiments, and another, being at present on a sea voyage,
has made no return. The animals experimented on were:

Rabbits ... ... ... Iog Mice ... ... ... ... 8
Guinea-pigs ... ... 17 Cat ...
The experiments performed have been of a useful charae-

ter, and attended by little or no pain. They were chiefly
done in connection with the identification of canine rabies
and tuberculosis, or the investigation of tetanus and epidemic
cerebro-spinal meningitis.

THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE MUZZLING
ORDER.

THE Chairman of the National Canine Defence League sends
us a communication in which we are warned against drawing
any inference in favour of the muzzling orders issued by Mr.
Long, from the fact that " not a single death from hydro-
phobia occurred last year." If our correspondent is correct
in thus referring to I900, it makes the second year in which
not a single death from hydrophobia has occurred in England
and Wales. We are assured by him, however, that " hydro-
phobia was as rare a disease in this country before Mr. Long
inaugurated official dog persecution as it is now that he has
been removed from his oflice." He goes on to say that while
comparative statistics have some small measure of value,
"unchecked statistics, detached from their surroundings,
are worse than useless, being absolutely misleading."
We have some difficulty in accepting the good faith of the

extraordinary statement quoted above. Why are not the
exact statistics for a series of years quoted, in order that any-
one who wishes it may test the value of the final suggestion
that the public are being misled. We supply now the missing
evidence, and it will be seen from it that there has been in
recent years a remarkable decline in the mortality from
hydrophobia, which all the evidence available associates
with the active preventive measures taken by the Board of
Agriculture.
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Number of deaths from 'hydrophobia in England and Wales from
1880-3899 inclusive.

The diagram tells its own tale. No correction has been
made for the growth of population. The National Canine
Defence League cannot produce the records of any other
single year in this country in which, as in I899 (and appa-
rently in I900) not a single -death from hydrophobia oc-
curred.

The stringent muzzling orders which have been enforced
by the Board of Agriculture since I897 have justified their
enforcement by the success obtained. Much pity lhas been
misspent on dogs in this respect. With proper muzzles
their discomforts are comparatively slight; to speak of
muzzling as "'brutal cruelty to helpless animals" is a misuse
of language. Furthermore, dogs, like human beings, have
benefited by the absence of rabies; and the public have
greatly benefited by having the streets cleared of a large
surplus population of stray dogs.
Much of the agitation against muzzling would disappear

did dog lovers realise that rabies cannot be bred by keeping a
dog cooped up, even though it be confined under unfavour-
able conditions. Rabies is spread solely by contagion from
animal to animal, and if infected animals can be prevented
from biting others, the disease necessarily beoomes extinct,
unless or until it be introduced from other countries or dis-
tricts in which the muzzling order is not enforced.

CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTICE.
THE NATIONAL DEPOSIT FRIENDLY SftCIETY.

Dr. R. HANSON WOLSTENHOLME (Salford) writes to call atten-
tion to a pamphlet issued by the National Deposit Friendly
Society which contains, he states, two distinct assertions: (i)
That the British Medical Association has inquired into and
approved the principles of this Society, and (2) that the
Council of the British Medical Association has approved of the
Society's scale of charges. He inquires whether these state-
ments are correct, and adds, "I am particularly anxious to
have definite information on these points because I have
reason to doubt some of the statements that Mr. Litchfield is
reported to have made. Thus in the Peterborough Advertiser
for June gth, I900, he is reported to have said 'it was worthy of
note that all the doctors in Peterborough accepted the
Society's scale of charges.' On my attention being drawn to
this statement I at once made inquiries from a practitioner
in Peterborough and found that it was not correct."

*** We must refer our correspondent to the reports of the
proceedings of the Council of the British Medical Association
on October 24th, I900, and A ril 17th, I90I, published in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of [ovember3rd, 1900, P. 1340, and
April 17th, 1901, P. 1043 respectively:

Extract from P-roceedings of the Council of the British Medical Association.
JVednesday, October 24th, 1900.

Read communications from Dr. Heaton, complaining that he was not
allowed to see a copy of the report of the Subcommittee on the National
Deposit Friendly Society.
Resolved: That a copy of the report of the Subcommittee be sent to any

member of the Association applying for it.
Resolved: That a letter be sent to Dr. Heaton, saying that the Council

had never approved of the fees of the National Deposit Friendly
Society.
Resolved: That the National Deposit Friendly Society be informed

that their scale of fees has not been approved by the Council of the
British Medical Association, and that they be warned not to make such
a statement in future.

Wednesday, April 17th, 1901.
Resolved: That a letter be written to the National Deposit Friendly

Society, expressing a hope that after the expression of opinion of the
Council already communicated to them no further use will be made of
the booklet in question..

THE FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AND THE PROPOSED CONCILIATION
BOARD.

In the abstract of the proceedings of the conference which
took place between the members of the Committee of the
British Medical Association and the representatives of the
Friendly Societies published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of June ist, in the list of members of the Association Com-
mittee present the name of Dr. James Craig of Dublin was
accidentally omitted.

AN UNFORTUNATE EXPERIENCE.
A CIVIL surgeon now engaged in South Africa sends us an account of his
own experience as a warning to others. He purchased apractice in Great
Britain, but soon found that it did not come up to his expectations. " It
was," he writes, " all clubs ; the Oddfellows paid me 25. 6d. a year, and is.
a year for their wives and families." Some of the families consisted of six
persons, and it was often necessary to drive four miles round. Our corre-
spondent says that he has paid as many as sixcty visits a day and found
his total pay for that day a few shillings ; he was called upon to attend at
all hours and to put up with much impudence and to see men drawing
sick pay while they were well. The Juvenile Odifellows paid is. 3d. ayear.
He lost his money and practice, but gained experience, which he hopes
may be of service to others.
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