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have already been publishled on the Alwar and Bikanir States,
and Deoli and the Deoli Irregular Force. When the series is
complete it will constitute a very valuable work of reference
-a sort of medical Gazetteer of the province.

DIE PELLAGRA. Von Dr. VICTOR BABES und Dr. V. SION.
Vienna: A. HWlder. I90I. (Roy. 8vo, pp. 88, 9 illustra-
tions, 2 plates. M. 3.60.)

THis, the latest monograph on pellagra, forms part of Pro-
fessor Nothnagel's great Handbuchfiir specielle Pathologie und
Therapie. The subject, which has been exhaustively dealt
with from time to time, chiefly by ltalian writers, has on
this occasion been entrusted to Professor BABES, of Bucharest,
and Dr. SION, of Jassy, no doubt for the very good reason
that pellagra is endemic in Roumania. By this arrangement
their results can be compared with those recorded by modern
Italian observers, foremost among whom stands Lombroso.
The book opens with an historical and geographical survey

containing many interesting details. As far as Roumania is
concerned, the. number of pellagrous patients had risen in
1899, a year of bad harvests and financial crisis, to the huge
figure of 40,000, out of a total population of about five and
a- alf millions. In some districts over 20 per I,ooo are suf-
ferers. This is not so bad, however, as in some Italian areas
where more than 50 per i,ooo are affected.
The authors then examine the etiological factors at work.

They deal first with maize as a food, and reasonably point
out that sound maize is a good food enough, but when it is
badly stored and damaged it becomes a chronic poison for
those who have to live on it. After inducing pellagra-like
symptoms experimentally in animals, Babes and Elena
Micatide were able to neutralise the toxic effects by means of
serum obtained from pellagra patients. The authors hope to
make use of this fact in the treatment of the disease on a
large scale with the serum of horses previously subjected to
injections of extractives of damaged maize. Alcoholism,
among other things, also appears to play a part in the incidence
of pellagra.
The pathological anatomy and clinical features of the

disease are discussed in separate chapters, and in speaking of
the diagnosis the authors refer briefly to arsenic poisoning,
observing that the neuritis of that condition can scarcely be
mistaken for pellagra (p. 54).
The economical aspect of the matter is, of course, of the

very greatest importance to Italy and Roumania. Pellagra is
a preventable disease, and the problem resolves itself into
one of raising the standard of life of the agricultural labourer
by wise legislation thoroughly carried out and rational edu-
cation. In Roumania, for instance, the landowner sells
damaged maize to the labourer, or feeds him on it. The
authors would make this punishable by imprisonment, as
nnes would be useless. Pellagra homes and colonies are also
discussed.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
THE MEDICAL REGISTER, I901.

WE are glad to know that the Medical Register for 190I
(London: Spottiswoode and Co., prioe 6s.) has been issued
somewhat earlier this year than in recent years. We are
informed that the Registrar made special efforts to get so
forward with the corrections of the work in proof during last
year as to allow of the whole of the revised matter being
sent to press early, in January, and that the long period since
then has been occupied in the final printing, binding, and
issue. The number of pages has increased from 1,793 in I900
to I,841 in i90i, and the number of registered medical practi-
tioners from 35,836 to 36,355. The number of new names
entered during the year I900 was 1,345, but after deducting
names erased on evidence of death and for other causes, the
net increase is only 5I9. The number of names erased on
*evidence of death was 585, or 25 above the average for the
last 25 years, and 26 over that for the last 5 years. Special
inquiries have been made under the machinery provided by
the Medical Aots, and the Registrar believes that, at least so

far as the first lhalf of the volume is concerned, no-name of any
practitioner deceased prior to the end of I900 will be found.
Letters of inquiry sent out from the Council Office were in 345
cases returned through the Dead Letter Office, and the names
of the persons to whom they were addressed have conse-
quently been erased from the Register. The total number of
iemovals from all causes was 938, or 205 over the average for
the last 5 years. As the same system of revision will,
we are informed, be pursued during the present and
succeeding years it will behove practitioners to be careful to
notify changes of address and to attend to letters of inquiry
lest the efficient working of the machinery of revision should
result in the regrettable removal from the Medical Register
of any name that ought to remain on it. The number of
annual accessions to the list by registration seems nowto have
become practically stationary, only one practitioner more
than the average for the last five years was registered in I900.
The list of bodies represented on the General Medical Council is
increased by the appearance of the University of Birmingham,
but of course no graduates from that University have yet
been registered. The growth of the Colonial List is not rapid;
seven practitioners were registered in it during the past year;
no addition to the countries to which Part II of the
Act of I886 is extended was made during I9oo. The total
number of names of Indian and Colonial practitioners in the
List is now 79, only about half of whom may probably be
domiciled in Great Britain for a longer or shorter period, so
that the number of Indian and Colonial graduates who have
availed themselves of the opportunity of registration in the
United Kingdom is very small. Part II of the Act was ex-
tended to the Colony of Victoria so far back as I890; since
then it has been extended, also to the Colonies of New South
Wales, South Australia, and New Zealand, and to India and
Ceylon.
We have received the new annual issue of the Charities

Regigter and Digest, issued by the Charity Organisation Society
(London: Longmans, Green, and Co. 1901. 4s.). We have
had during the last few years many opportunities of testing
this publication, and as an ounce of practice is worth a pound
of theory, we have the utmost confidence in recommending it
as a book of reference. It contains a classified list of charit-
able organisation for the benefit of the blind, deaf, crippled,
lunatic, inebriate, epileptic, or incurable, of hospitals and
convalescent homes, of homes for the aged and incapacitated
and for children, homes of shelter and reformatories. In this
brief enumeration we have not exhausted the list. The
usefulness of the book is completed by a copious index.
Herbert Fry's Royal Guide to the London Charities, edited by

Mr. John Lane (London: Chatto and Windus. is. 6d.) is also
a useful book. The thirty-seventh annual issue has just made-
its appearance.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.
A Self-retaining Uterine Tenaculum.-Dr. ALEXANDRR DUKII

(Cheltenham) has designed, and Messrs. Reynolds and Bran-
son of Leeds have made, a self-retaiIning uterine tenaculum
represented in the accompanying illustration. The greater

part of the handle is
made of flexible me-
tal, which Dr. Duke
states can be easily
bent round either
pubes orsacrum after

the necessary downward traction on the cervix has been
made, assisting materially in the bimanual examination of
the uterus, and also the palpation of the posterior wall
through the rectum. If used through an ordinary cylindrical
speculum it will not only hold the cervix, but render the
speculum self-retaining.
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