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Van Gehuchten affirms that the diagnosis of hydrophobia in
animals or man-can be made by the examination of the spinal
ganglia and of the vagus ganglion. M. Babes, however, has
not found such characteristic lesions as in the medulla, at
least in the dog. At the next meeting of the Academie
M. Nocard gave the results so far obtained by MM. Cuille
and Vallee, who at the veterinary school of Toulouse are
carrying out a research on this question. They have examined
the plexiform ganglia of the pneumogastric nerves. In 9
dogs which had died of hydrophobia the alterations
described by van Gehuchten and Nelis were present in the
nerve cells and in the endothelial capsules. In order to ascer-
tain whether these lesions are produced at an early stage of
the disease, Cuill6 and Vallde inoculated 6 dogs, each with
half a centimetre cube of an emulsion prepared from the
brain of a dog which had died of hydrophobia. Three dogs
developed rabies, and were killed soon after the appearance of
the first symptoms; in only one of these animals, however,
were the lesions in the nerve ganglia at all characteristic.
After full discussions on March 20th, 27th, and April 3rd

on the question of mortality and disinfection in infectious
diseases, the Acad6mie de M6decine has voted that it is ad-
visable to add infectious pneumonia and broncho-pneumonia
to the list of diseases which entail compulsory notification.
The removal of house refuse in 1893 cost the municipality

1,885,900 francs (/75,436); this year the estimated cost is
3,200,000 francs (/128,ooo). The Council placed the matter in
the haDds of a committee to decide on the most economical
and hygienic method for the collection and disposal of this
refuse. M. Le Breton recently presented his report, which
was adopted by the Council. The conclusions are: (i) The
existing method shall be continued in the iith to 20th arron-
dissements for a period of five years-that is, from July i6th,
1901, to July i5th, I906. (2) In the first ten arrondissements
the Council will put up to contract the collection and removal
in closed and covered carts of all household refuse. (3) The
refuse coming from these arrondissements shall be treated by
crushing. The annual expense is estimated at 2.306,480 francs
(j92,259). The plan of erecting a destructor-at Bondy is thus
abandoned for the present.

LIVERPOOL.
Refusal to be Revaccinated followed by Deathfrom Small-pox.-

The Poor-Law Tuberculosis Hospital.-The Samaritan Hos-
pital.-Reception to Principal Dale at the Medical Institution.
-The Pathological Diagnosis Society.-The Education of
Natives of Tropical Colonies as Medical Practitioners.

AT a recent meeting of the Select Vestry it was announced
that the ward mistress in charge of the female lunatics had
died of small-pox. She had persistently refused to allow her-
self to be revaccinated.
At the same meeting an order from the Local Government

Board was read combining the unions of Liverpoo], West
Derby, and Toxteth for the purpose of providing a joint hos-
pital for paupers suffering from tuberculosis. The Board at
the same time called attention to Article g of the order, which
places a limit on the outlay which may be incurred by the
joint Committee, so that if an additional expenditure should
be incurred an amended order would be necessary.
The fourth annual meeting of the Samaritan Hospital for

Diseases Peculiar to Women has just taken place, and the
report which was presented shows that the charity is steadily
gaining ground both in respect of the extent of its operations
and also in the amount of financial support it receives. The
number of patients attended during i899 was nearly double
that in the precedingyear. The institution has been placed on
the list of the Charity Organisation Society, and an appeal is
about to be made for a grant from the Hospital Sunday Fund.
A considerable addition to the funds of the institution has
been given or promised, and the Committee feel justified in
taking steps to secure for it larger and more convenient
premises than those which it at present occupies in St. James
Place. Several excellent sites have been suggested, but no
final decision has yet been reached. The proposal is to rent
or purchase one of the large houses which on account of the
exodus of the population to the suburbs can often be obtained
at a moderate price. The chief limitation on the choice of a

site is the desire of the committee to keep the hospital in the
district of Toxteth Park, where no other institution of the
kind exists with which it could enter into comnpetition.
On April 23rd a reception was given by the President (Mr.

Edgar Browne) and the Oouncil of the Medical Institution- to,
meet the Principal of University College (Mr. A. W. W. Dale).
Mr. Browne, in the course of a speech conceived in his well-
known spirit of geniality and humour, expressed the pleasurethe members of the medical profession felt at the appointment
of Principal Dale, and welcomed him to Liverpool. Principal
Dale made a suitable reply. During the evening Mr. F. T.
Paul showed a number of lantern views of great beauty, chiefly
illustrating seascapes and cloud effects; and Dr. Murray
Cairns showed a series of views illustrating life in Japan.
The report of the Pathological Diagnosis Society for the-

present year has just come out. The work continues to grow,
upwards of 8oo reports on specimens having been sent out
during the past twelve months. The report contains useful
directions as to the best way of obtaining and transmitting
specimens.
Mr. A. L. Jones, whose name has for some time been asso-

ciated with the School of Tropical Medicine, has set on foot a
scheme for assisting natives of our tropical colonies to come to-
Liverpool to study medicine and obtain a qualification toprac--
tise. TheAfrican SteamshipCompany hasconsented toconvey to
and from this country any natives of Africa who desire to
avail themselves of this arrangement at a greatly reduced
cost, and it is calculated that it will be possible for them to
fulfil the five years' curriculum and obtain their qualification
to practise at a cost of about 66oo, including the passage
money and the expenses of living. Messrs. Elder, Dempster
and Co. have addressed a circular to the respective Governors
of the West African Colonies, asking them to bring the scheme
to the notice of schoolmasters and others in touch with
secondary education, and seeking for information as to how
far the education in the colony is organised to admit of natives
being prepared for one of the preliminary examinations
recognised by the General Medical Council. It is intended to
include West Indian natives in the scheme.

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE ORGANISATION OF THE PROFESSION.

SIR,-I well remember the time when the North Wales-
Branch passed the resolution to which you refer in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 2nd, I899. I was at
the time in practice near Chester. It was desired to
emphasise the necessity of the united organisation of the
whole profession, to insist upon the one-portal system, and to
depreciate the recently started " General Practitioners' Asso-
ciation," this last tending to split up all those in practice in
the country. As you are aware, there was at that time no
General Medical Council, and the Medical Act of i858 had not
been passed. This unity sought for was in part to bring up
the level of well-educated practitioners and physicians in the
country districts more nearly to that of the London con-
sultants and the London medical colleges, who, generally
speaking, stood aloof from their country brethren.
At that time the clever young qualified practitioner was not

encouraged to obtain further qualifications than those of the
college and hall; then the London College of Physicians did
not offer to confer their Licence on young men in England who
did not care to cross the Tweed to obtain it by examination.
The resolution shows how thoroughly the North Wales

Branch wished to discourage any sectional benefit for the
general practitioner, for whom more especially Sir Charles
Hastings had founded the " Provincial Medical Association."
There is now a brighter prospect of a united profession than

there was in I850.-I am, etc.,
Salisbury. J. LARDNER GRREEN.

CONFERENCE ON MEDICAL ORGANISATION IN
MANCHESTER.

. SIR,-I desire, through the medium of the columns of the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, to make known to the profession
thearrangements that have been made in connection with
the forthcoming Conference on Medical Organisation, etc.
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