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to the signs which indicate tuberculosis in its incipient
state, signs which, he urges, should be carefully looked for
by the alienist.

THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS, PARIS,
1900.

TH9 Paris Executive of the International Medical Congress
give notice that, as there has been some misunderstanding
about the sectional arrangements, every member may join
as many sections as he pleases for a single subscription,
but that the expense will prevent every member receiving
a copy of the whole twenty-four volumes of the Proceedings
of the Congress. Each member of the Congress will re-
ceive therefore in due course (i) a general summary of the
work of the Congress, (2) a volume of the acts of the Con-
gress, (3) a volume containing the works of the section to
which he chooses to affiliate himself. If a member has
joined several sections he will receive the Proceedings of
the section which he has placed first on his form of appli-
cation for membership. Members of the Congress who
wish to receive the whole set of Proceedings, should com-
municate with M. Masson, the editor, iso, Boulevard St.
Germain, Paris.

ANGLO-AMERICAN NURSING HOME IN ROME.
REFERENCE has been made more than once in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL to a project set on f0ot not long ago by
some medical practitioners resident in Rome for the estab-
lishment of a nursing home, in which persons of British or
American nationality who have the misfortune to fall ill in
the Eternal City could be received. The scheme met with
opposition in certain quarters, but all difficulties have been
successfully overcome. A villino excellently adapted for
the purpose was found in the Via Nomentana, a little way
outside the Porta Pia. The building is charmingly situated,
standing well back from the road, in about half an acre of
ground. Round about it are pretty villas, each isolated in
its own ample garden, and there is no fear of the surround-
ing open spaces being built over. The house has twenty-
seven rooms, and can conveniently accommodate six or
eight patients, who have the use of several comfortable day-
rooms. The walls and ceilings are artistically painted,
and all the rooms have a cheerful outlook. On the roof
is a terrace commanding an extensive view of the
Campagna, with the whole range of the Alban and Sabine
Hills in the distance. The situation and arrangement of
the home make it well suited for the open-air treatment of
tuberculous cases. Ordinary patients pay an inclusive
charge of 20 francs a day, but two beds are set apart for
patients who cannot afford more than half the usual rate,
and two are entirely free. In the other institutions which
receive cases of the kind for which the home is intended
there are, we believe, no free beds. The Anglo-American
Nursing Home, which was opened in the early part of
January, is at present partly dependent on subscriptions,
but it is hoped that it will soon be self-supportiBg. Miss
Gibbons, who was formerly matron of the Tewkesbury
Cottage Hospital, has accepted the post of directress,
without salary. Patients can be sent in by any medical
practitioner in Rome, and remain under his charge while
in the home. The new institution appears likely to fulfil
a useful purpose.

THE Queen formally conferred the honour of knighthood
upon Sir Thomas Lauder Brunton, M.D., F.R.S., at Osborne
on February gth.

A MEETING of the Organising Council of the British Con-
gress of Tuberculosis will be held at the house of the Royal
Medical and Chirurgical Society on Thursday next,
February 22nd, at 4 P.M.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.
[FROM OUR LOBBY CORRESPONDENTS.]

The Supplementary Army Estimates, which contain among
Dther items an increased vote for the medical service, were
the subject of remarks by Sir Walter Foster and Dr. Far-
quharson. In answer to the former Mr. Wyndham stated on
Tuesday that it was intended to offer ioO commissions in-

steadof 30 to medical officers, and to increase the corps by 250
non-commissioned officers and men. Dr. Farquharson later
in the debate congratulated the Army Medical Corps on the
fact that it had received general praise for its efficiency.

The Lunacy Bill is being pressed forward, and was read a.
second time in the House of Lords on Monday. The Lord
Chancellor reminded the House that it had twice previously
passed the House of Lords, and that it involved questions of
serious public importance, The provisions with reference to
urgency orders were specially referred to, as it had been
found that the facilities instituted by the Act of 18g9
had been abused, and amendment was necessary in the
interest of the liberty of the subject. Clause I of the Bill
deals with urgency orders, and provides that an order shall
remain in force four days only instead of seven, and that every
urgency order shall be accompanied by a statement from the
person who signs the order, and one from the medical man
who signs the certificate, that it is necessary for the safety
and proper treatment of the alleged lunatic, or for' the safety
of others, that he should be forthwith placed under care and
treatment. In Clause xxiii provision is made for the tempo-
rary care of incipient lunatics by placing them under care for
a period not exceeding six months. [The text of this clause
is quoted in Dr. Fletcher Beach's address, pp. 371, 372.]

The Companies Acts Amendment Bill was introduced and
read a first time in the Commons by Mr. Ritchie on Monday
last. The President of the Board of Trade, in presenting the
Bill, said it was, with the exception of a verbal amendment,
exactly as it came froma the House of Lords last year. The
clause referring to medical practice is as follows:

3. Companies not to Aet as Doctors, etc.-It shall be unlawful for a com-
pany to carry on the profession or business of a physician, surgeon,
dentist, or midwife; and if any company contravenes this enactment it
shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not cxceeding five
pounds for every day during wvlhiel the contravention happens.
The clause touching pharmacy is as follows:

2. Application of Pharmacy Aclct to Company.-No company may carry on
the business and use the description of a pharmaceutical chemist or
clhemist and druggist unless the business is bond fidc conducted by a
manager or assistant being a duly registered pharmaceutical chemist or
clhemist and druggist, as the case mnay require, nor unless the name of the
person so qualified is conspicucusly posted in the shop or otlher place in
which the business is carried on, but, subject to this provision, anybhing
which would be an offence under Section xv of the Pharmacy Act, i868, if
committed by anl individual, slhall be an offence if committed by a
company.

Colonial Military Surgeons and the Medical Acts.-The
Under-Secretary for War has made a statement with regard to
the position of Colonial military medical officers. The
Medical Acts prohibit the appointment as army surgeons of
practitioners who are not registered in the United Kingdom,
but they do not prevent non-registered surgeons from render-
ing assistance under the orders of the Medical Staff. The
surgeons attached to the Colonial forces are therefore able to
attend the wounded regulars under the superintendence of
the army medical officers. General Laurie, who raised the
question, seemed to think these conditions unsatisfactory, but
the Under-Secretary said the general question of reciprocity
with the Colonies as regards medical qualifications was too
broad a question for the War Office.

The Clothing for the Troops was the subject of a ques-
tion by General Russell, who was informed by the Under-
Secretary for War that flannel belts are issued to the men, as
is the case in India. Two belts of flannel or worsted are
issued to every man in South Africa, and a reserve supply has
been sent out. A considerable reserve of warm clothing has
also been despatched, and more will follow.
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