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not differ from that recorded in the Parliamentary report
issued by.Mr. J. A. Picton and himself in I896. Unfortunately
I have not access to that report, so that I cannot support my
remarks by quotations; but, if I remember rightly, the
general conclusions were such that very few medical men
could support them.
The subject ot vaccination has very little bearing on Uni-

versity politics, but Dr. Collins having, as most of your
readers think, done much harm as an antivaccinator, we
medical graduates, who otherwise would welcome him as our
representative, must hesitate before placing him in a position
which will enhance the weight of his views.

Dr. Collins, with his present social, scientific, and political
position, is very potent, but as M.P. he would be much more
so, and as representative of the University of London his
opinions and teachings would receive a stamp which would
be widely used in the propagation of the antivaccination
gospel.
In spite of Dr. Collins's eloquence, ability, and industry,

and in spite of his valuable services to the University, I
think it is the duty of all medical graduates of our University
to record their votes against him.-I am, etc.,

GEO. H. SOWRY, M.B., B.S.Lond., F.R.C.S.Eng,
Jersey, Jan. 22nd.

[CorY.)
January Isth, I900.

DEAR SIR,-Being a member of Convocation of the university of
London, I have to cay received a copy of your address as Parliamentary
candidate, and a circular issued by your Committee.
As a medical man I am anxious, before deciding how I shall vote, to

have a definite statement from you as to your present position on the sub-
ject of vaccination. It is a subject of great moment to all the graduates,
but particularly to the medica section, and I am sure they, like myself,
would like to know your views.
With your consent I shall send your reply to the leading medical papers

for publication. Thanking you in anticipation, I am, sincerely yours,
Gzo. H. SowBv, M.B., ETC.

[tCopy.) X .Albert Terrace, Regent's Park, N.W., Jan. i8th, I900.
DB.&A BiR,-I gladly reply to your note. I have paid a good deal of

attention to vaccination. I took the old D.P.H. at our University, which
included an examination In the subject, and I was awarded one of the
only two gold medals ever given at that examination.
In I889 Her Majesty did me the honour to appoint me a Royal Commis-

sioner on the question of vaccination, etc., and in I896 in the report
[C. 8,270], along with Mr. Picton, I set out the conclusions to which the
evidence led.
My "present position" is as it was then. The whole subject isthere

dealt wth fully, and I must respectfully refer you to that raport.-I have
the honour to be, yours very faithfully, W. J. COLLINS.

THE DUTY TO SEND INFORMATION TO THE
CORONER.

SIR -In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 20th
" Medical Coroner " expresses his opinion that it is the duty
of a medical man to give the usual certificate for the regis-
trar in cases of sudden death which are due to natural causes.
This he cannot do if he is called to see a patient and finds
him dead on arriving at the house, though from an examina-
tion of the body, and from information received from the
friends, he may be convinced that the death was due to
natural causes; it then becomes his duty to communicate
with the coroner. At any rate, this is what I do, and I re-
ceive an acknowledgment of my letter from the coroner (a
medical man), who then directs his officer (a constable) to
make investigations, and, according to his report, the coroner
decides whether it is necessary to hold an inquest; if an in-
quest be considered advisable the medical attendant is rarely
called upon to give evidence, as the coroner, being a medical
man, suplies it himself.
Until the preliminary investigation of all sudden deaths is

placed in the hands of a medical man instead of a constable,
and until medical evidence is required at all inquests, the
" crowner's quest " will continue to be as unsatisfactory as it
always has been.-I am, etc.,
January 20th. REFORM.

THE METROPOLITAN ASYLUMS BOARD AND ITS
ASSISTANT MEDICAL OFFICERS.

SIBa,-Having formerly spent a considerable time as tempo-
rary assistant medical officer in one of the Metropolitan
Asylums Board's imbecile asylums, I have read with interest
the letters on this subject in your last two issues. How
assistant medical officers are treated in the fever hospitals is

another question. I can speak from experience of life in one
of their asylnms, and entirely concur in the description given
by" F. J. S."
The Board seems to consider service in their asylums a

species of minor crime, to be punished by severe treatment
and petty annoyances. The unfortunate culprit is not allowed
to have a visitor remain on the premises overnight, and this,
to anyone who knows the depressing monotony of living in an
asylum, is no small punishment. Again, he is rankedwith the
attendants and kitchen maids as " subordinate officers," and
by the refusal of a testimonial from the medical superinten-
dent is not even allowed a fair chance of escaping to a better
position. Lately the " Board" have preferred to fill higher
positions with men from outside asylums, thus cutting offthe
few chances of promotion open to their assistant medical
officers. The Committees certainly grant a testimonial, and
the average medical superintendent values it accordingly,
when the assistant medical officer applies for a post in another
asylum. It is but humane that men thinking of service
under the Metropolitan Asylums Board shouldknow these
facts which speak for themselves.-I am, etc.,
January 22nd. A. M. 0.

AN OLD DIRECTORY.
SIR,-May I correct one thing in Dr. Balmanno Squire's

letter. Dr. William Vesalius Pettigrew was the son of
"Mummy" Pettigrew, and practised in Chester Street, Gros-
venor Place. Thomas Joseph Pettigrew, F.R.S., was a much
better known man. He was surgeon to the Charing Cross
Hospital, but later was better known as the Treasurer of the
British Archmological Association, of which he was an ardent
supporter. He was surgeon to the Duke of Kent, and author
of various works among others, Lives of Eminent Physician#
and Surgeons. When I knew him,he lived in Savile Row.-
I am, etc.,
Wimpole Street, W., Jan. 20th. G. F. BLANDFORD,

SIR,-Permit me to point out that Dr. Balmanno Squire is
at fault in identifying Dr. William Vesalius Pettigrew with
the deliverer of the lecture on an Egyptian Mummy at the
Royal Institution. This latter was Thomas Joseph Pettigrew,
F.R.S., F.S.A., who derived his title of " Dr." from the Ph.D.
of G(ottingen. The lecture, a copy of which lies before me
was certainly a long one, for it included an epitome of
"the manners, customs, and religion of the ancient Egyptians,"
besides the unrolling of the mummy which entailed the re-
moval of goo yards of I bandages.
After the death of Thomas Young, Pettigrew was'iforemost

among English Egyptologists, and himself published The
History of Egyptian Mummies in 1834. But in addition to this
special study he was well known. as a bibliophile, was at one
time Librarian to the Dake of Sussex, and was the author of
Bibliotheca Sussexiana. Other works from which his name is
remembered are The Medical Portrait Gallerys, Superstitions
Connected with Medicine and Surgery, A Colectzon of Epitaphs,
and Memoirs of the Life, etc., of Dr. Lettsom. He was Surgeon
to H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent, founder of the Philosophical
Society, and one of the founders of Charing Cross Hospital.
For many years he lived and practised in Savile Row, but
afterwards removed to Kensington where he died in i865.-
I am, etc.,
Brightwalton, Wantage, Jan. 22nd. GEORGE C. PEACHEY.

MEDICAL ORGANISATION.
IN our issue of last week a letter appeared under the above
heading, signed " An Interested Member of the Guild."' The
solicitors of Dr. Broadbent, of Ardwick Green, Manchester,
have written to us, complaining of the statement .that their
client is a memberof the medicalstaff of the provident society
therein referred to, and stating that he is not in -any way
connected with that society. We willingly publish this cor-
rection, and regret that the inaccurate statement should have
appeared in our columns.
We have also received a letter from our correspondent

of last week, who states that he finds that he was in error in
making the statement above referred to, and intimates his
regret for the inaccuracy into which he had fallen.
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