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A CASE OF TuBERCULOUS MENINGITIS.
R. M. J. writes: As I have recently lost a son from a second attack of
tuberculous meningitis a brief record of the case may be of interest to
your readers, and I should also like to elicit their opinion upon the
treatment of this most fatal disease. H. M. J., aged I8 on January, I898
with good family history, commenced to lose flesh at the beginning of
that year, and aIso became somewhat irritable in his temper. No great
importance was attached to these symptoms, as they were attributed to
two severe attacks of influenza which he had suffered in the previous
year, and also to his growing too fast and to the hot weather. No sym-
ptoms of tuberculosis showed themselves either in the lungs, bowels, or
any other part of the body until the last week in August, when he was
seized with the first attack of the disease, which so closely resembled
influenza that I believed it to be so until the second attack convinced
me of my error. This first attack proved to be a very mild one, the
brain symptoms passing off in a few days, but it was followed by great
weakness and a persistently high temperature-zoo to IO0 F.-for three
weeks. After this period his temperature became normal, and he
became stronger and returned to his office work in the city, at which he
remained a month, when he was seized by a second and.typical attack of
tuberculous meningitis, which proved fatal on the first 0 this month,
being a period of exactly five weeks from its commencement. During the
first stage hewas extremely sensitive to both light atid sound(the ophthal-
moscope showing inflammation of both retinae), and complained of
severe headache and backache, stating that he felt his brain was being
crushed against the top of his skull. The temperature ranged between
Ioo0 and 101.50 F. The above symptoms continued with more or less
severity for three weeks, when he suddenly collapsed and became
unconscious, and he was not expected to live more than a few hours.
He, however, rallied from this condition in about twelve hours, when
it was found that he was completely paralysed and almost speechless.
He recovered power in the right side and in a few days it commenced
also to return slowly in the left side, but he ultimately succumbed on
December Ist, i898, exactly a fortnight from the day he collapsed and
became unconscious. With regard to treatment, the almost constant
application of the ice-ap was highly beneficial and I believe the means
of prolonging his life, but medicines such as mercury perchloride and
potassium Iodide appeared only to aggravate the disease and destroy
the appetite. As the sudden collapse and paralysis in this case were
evidently due not so much to the inflammatory mischief going on in
the brain as to the great and injurious pressure to which it was sub-
jected by the effusion of fluid, surely in these days of advanced brain
surgery some attempt should be made to relieve this condition
by tapping the skull with a very flne boring instrument with a hole
through its centre, so as to give the brain a chance of making a better
fght against this hopeless disease.
We have seen occasionally remarkable resuIts following the mere

opening of the abdominal cavity, including even the cure of tuber-
culous peritonitis, so it is fair to infer that tapping the skull might be
followed by similar benefit apart from the relief derived from the re-
moval of pressure. The day also may probably come when tuberculous
meningitis will be successfullytreated by the actual injection of a per-
fected antitubercle serum into the cavity of the skull itself, so as to
better enable it to cope with bacilli therein contained by coming into
direct contact with them.
As the family history is exceptionally good, the only way in which I

can account for my son's illness is that he was accustomed to drink un-
boiled milk when lunching in the city almost daily. Does the tuber-
culin test aggravate the disease, or is there any other reason why it
should not be used to diagnose these suspicious and obscure cases
when the only symptom Is simply a loss of flesh ? Had I been able to
detect the invasion of the tubercle bacillus at an early period, I have
every reason to believe that his life might have been saved, as I should
have instantly withdrawn him from office work in the city and adopted
the open-air treatment, or sent him to the Cape.
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ROBERT BURNS AND THEI MEDICAL PROFESSION.
HfISTORIcUS writes: In the review of Dr. Findlay's work it is stated that
the poet's friend, Dr. Maxwell, was near enough to the scaffold of
Louis XVI "to hear the famous words, Fl8 de Saint Louis, montez au
ciel I addressed to the King by the Abbe Edgeworth." This was impos-
sible. As Duruy states in his History of France, "the fine speech
ascribed to the Abbe Edgeworth was invented on the very day of the
execution by Charles His, the journalist. This is shown in The Diplo-
matic Memoirs of Lord Holland, who interrogated the Abbe himself about
the subject."

RUPTURE OF THE CORD.
DR. O'CONNOR (Oswestry) reports the following case: In attending a multi-
para in labour, forceps were applied owing to delay in the second
stage. The child was born slightly asphyxiated, but was easily revived.
Itwas then noticed that the cord was divided about I inch from the
umbilicus; there was no hnemorrhage from the fatal end.
*** There can be little doubt that this was a case of rupture of the

cord during delivery. The accident is generally due to shortness, either
absolute or relative, of the cord, which gives way under the tension
exerted upon it as the body of the child is delivered. There is usually
no bleeding in .these cases, owing, probably, to retraction of the elastic
and muscular coats of the umbilical vessels.

COINCIDENCES IN MIDWIFERY PRACTICE.
DRz. R. BROOKS POPIAM (Camden Road, N.W.) writes: In the BRITISH
M19DICALJOU"ANAL of March ixth Dr. Purdy relates his attendance on
two cases of labour, resulting in each instance in thd birth of a child

with spina bifida. This reminds me of a somewhat similar coincidence
in my own practice a few years ago, namely, the consecutive births of
two anencephalic fcetuses, and although I cannot claim that the labours
were on the same day, they were, however, within a very limited period
of each other. On reference to my casebook I find the first fcetus pre-
sented very much the appearance of one of the "H indu gods" rather
than the toad-like look usual in these cases, the head sunk between the
shoulders and extended, the eyes prominent and looking upwards, the
ears large and standing out almost at a right angle to lihe side of the
head. Both specimens had a form of talipes, and on dissection the
absent cranial bones were found to be those developed from mem-
brane, whilst those from cartilage were present in each instance. I
should be pleased to know the frequency of this variety of foetal
monstrosity.

HEAT AND LIGHT.
DR. W. S. HEDLEY (Mansfield Street, W.) writes: Several communications
have lately appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL bearing on the
curative uses of heat and light. Having for some years past system-
atically employed both of these agents, venture to advert to some
points upon which my views become more definite as my experience
increases. I think: (I) For the efficient application of heat it is neces-
sary to have an apparatus (adaptable to the whole body or to any part of
it) which will furnish an easily regulated temperature up to 3500 F.;
(2) ordinarily the more generalised the application of the heat the more
effective the treatment; (3) the source of the heat ought to be a luminous
one; it is lonjg since Tyncdall proved that as the light rays are added the
heat rays become more intense; (4) it is probable that light absorbed by
the body is partly transformed into heat-that is, the shorter wave
lengths of light become "degraded" into the longer wave lengths of
heat; (5) it is certain that light (independently of heat) localised on a
part will often relieve pain, and generalised over the body will improve
nutrition. But for these purposes it does not enter into mymind to rely
on the incandescent lamp. I find that a suitable arrangement of two or
more powerful arc lamps is necessary to secure the result.
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ERRATUM.-In the list of officers elected at the annual meeting of the
Irish Medical Schools' and Graduates' Association the name of the Pre-
sident-elect should have been Inspector-General W. H. Lloyd, R.N.,
M.D., and not "White,' as printed last week.
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