
828 K DI,"JOMXj] MEDICO-LEGAL. [APRIL 1,
18

A NOTE ON FIBROMA-ADENOMA OF THE MALE
BREAST.

SIR,-I am extremely sorry that in a note on "Fibro-
adenoma of the Breast," published in your last issue, I did a
grave injustice to Mr. Marmaduke Sheild's very excellent
book on " Diseases of the Breast." My attention has been
called to the fact that these tumours in the male are referred
to on page 489, and I regret exceedingly that a hasty refer-
ence to the index led to this unintentional oversight.-
I am, etc.,
Dublin, March 25th. R. GLASGOW PATTESON.
SIR,-To the example of fibro-adenoma of the male breast

reported by Mr. Patteson in your issue of March 25th, p. 725,
and the cases by Monro, Paget, Velpeau, Roder, Lje Dentu,
Pavona, Cruveilhier, etc., cited in my work on Diseases of the
Breast, the following instances of the same affection may also
be added.
Rothmann has described two cases, in each of which the

-tumour attained the size of a large walnut, the ages of the
patients being 20 and io years respectively.
Jacobson has met with a similar case in a man of 53. From

-the left breast of a miller's assistant, aged 57, P6raire removed
s circumscribed tumour, the size of a horse chestnut, which
contained many small cysts. Histologically it w4s a cystic
fibro-adenoma. At the age of i8 he first noticed a pea-sized
lump under the nipple, whence the tumour removed gradually
developed.
Keetley has met with a somewhat similar case. At the age

,Of 22 his patient first noticed a mammary tumour the size of a
hazel nut, which remained quiescent for eleven years, and
then increased so rapidly that in a year's time it attained the
size of a hen's egg.
Considering the great variability in the degree of

obsolescence of the male mamma, and that in certain excep-
tional cases it is so well developed as to suffice for lactation,
we need not be surprised to find that every variety of neo-
plastic disease met with in the female breast may have its
.eounterpart in the male breast.-I am, etc.,

Clifton, March 27th. W. ROGER WILLIAMS.

,TO KEEP MOSQUITOS ALIVE.
SIR,-Dr. Bancroft, of Burpengary, Brisbane, Australia,

who is at present experimenting with mosquitos and blood
parasites, in a recent letter informs me that mosquitos can be
kept alive after feeding once on human blood, by suspending
in the vessel in which the insects are confined a fresh ripe
banana. The banana should have the skin partially removed,
and be renewed every fourth or fifth day. In this way the
insects can be kept alive for upwards of six weeks. This is a
fact which the many observers now at work on the mosquito-
malaria theory will be glad to know of.-I am, etc.,
Queen Anne Street,fw., March27th. PATRICK MANSON.

ERYTHROL TETRANITRATE.
SiR -An accident, by which a chemist lost his life, hap-pened at a tabloid factory at Dartford on December i th,

I897. He was engaged in mixing tetranitrate of erythrol
with finely powdered lactose in a mortar when an explosion
*occurred.

Again, at the end of I898, an accident was caused by tetra-
aitrate of erythrol being inadvertently thrown into a fire, and
one person was injured.

Tetranitrate of erythrol is possessed of explosive pro-
perties and is highly sensitive, more so, indeed, to
percussion than dynamite or gun-cotton. As it has lately
*come into some use in the place of nitroglycerine as a remedy
{or angina pectoris, I should be glad if you would draw special
attention in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL to the dangers
Attending the handling of this drug.-I am, etc.,

A. FORD, Colonel,
H.M. Chief Inspector of Explosives.Home Offlce, Whitehall, S.W., March 24th.

THE AmiERICAN LOSSES IN THE WAR.-According to an
official statement issued at Washington on March ioth, the
total number of deaths in the United States Army reported
to the Adjutant-General's Office between May ist, I898, and
February 28th, i899, was: Killed inaction, 329; died of wounds,
25; died of disease, 5,277, making a total of 5,73I deaths.

ROYAL NAVY AND ARMY MILITARY SERVICES.
ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE.

FLEET-SURGEON JOHN B. B. TRIGGS, M.B., has been placed on the retired
list at his own request, March 22nd. He was appointed Surgeon, Sep-
tember 2gth, 1877; Staff Surgeon, September 2gth, 2899; and Fleet Surgeon,January zoth, I899. He was in medical charge of the Active during the
Zulu war in 2879 (medal). He was also awarded a medal and diploma
from the Venezuelan Red Cross Society in recognition of services to the
wounded in the neighbourhood of La Guayra in October, 2892. during the
revolution in that year.

ROYAIL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
COLONEL RICHARD P. FERGUSON is placed on retired pay, March 13th.
His commissions are thus dated: Assistant Surgeon, March 3Ist, i862;
Surgeon, March ist, x873; Surgeon-Major, April28th, i876; Brigade-Surgeon,
April i3th, x887; and Surgeon-Colonel, September 6th, I892. During the
campaign of x864-65 in Bhootan he had medical charge of the Royal Artil-
lery, and was present at the capture of Bala and Buxar Dovars (medal
with clasp); he was in the Afghan war in I878-79 with the 2nd Division
Peshawur Valley Field Force (medal); and in the Egyptian war of 1882
(medal and Khedive's bronze star). He was Principai Medical Officer at
Woolwich, where he will be succeeded by Colonel J. A. Clery, R.A.M.C.
Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. CLERY, M.B., is promoted to be Colonel, vice

R. P. Ferguson, March x3th. Colonel Clery entered the service as As-
sistant-Surgeon, April ist, i872 ; became Surgeon, March ist, 2873 ; Surgeon-
Major, April Ist, 2883; was granted the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, April
ist, I89I, and was made Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel March ioth
I895. During the Nile Expedition in x884-5 he had charge of the Abu Dom
Field Hospital receiving a medal with clasp and the Khedive's bronze
star. He was aiso in the Soudan under Lord Kitchener in I898, and was
mentioned in despatches forhis services for his services in the operations
resulting in the capture of Gedaref. for which he is entitled to the British
medal and the Khedive's medal with clasp.
Major ROBERT F. ADAMS, M.B., retires from the service with a gratuity,

March 29th. His commission as Surgeon dates from February sth, 288I2
that of Surgeon-Major twelve years therefrom.
Captain W. G. BEYTS is seconded for service on the staff, November 4th,2898, his appointment being that of Surgeon to the Commander-in-Chief

in India, Sir William Lockhart.
The Christian names of Captain BRAY, seconded for service with the

Egyptian army from February 14th, are HUBERTALARIC, and not as stated
in the Gazette of February 24th.
Lieutenant JOSEPH McARDLE, M.B., is seconded for service with the

Egyptian army, January 2ISt.

MEDICO-LEGAL.
INQUESTS.

ABSUM mentions two cases of death occurring in his practice in whieh,after reporting them to the coroner, no further communication was
made to him. The first was that of a child who died from suffocation
from being overlaid whilst in bed with the parents. A similar accident
had occurred in the same family before, but the coroner, a solicitor,
decided that an inquest was not necessary and no inquiry was held.
The other case was that of a child who died after being run over by a
cart in the street. The same coroner did hold an inquest in this case,
but called no med.cal evidence, and with his jury arrived at some cause
of death, and a verdict. Our correspondent wishes to know if
this is the usual way in which coroners fulfil the duties of their office.
*** From similar reports we have from time to time received, it is

evident that the practice of coroners varies in different districts, and
that such cases as that given above usually occur where legal coroners
preside. As a rule, no inquest can be considered satisfactory or complete
in the absence of medical evidence. When a coroner omits to hold an
inquest required by law, the circumstances can be reported to the Lord
Chancellor, who will investigate the facts, and, if there has been a dere-
liction of duty, he will admonish the coroner accordingly.

FEES TO ME DICAL WITNESSES.
R. W. C. states that he was subpoenaed to give evidence at the local court
of the town where he resides, in a criminal case and was kept in court
from zI A.M. till 5 P.M.. for which he was paid I05. 6d. He wishes to
know whether he must accept this fee or whether he has any claim for
compensation for his loss of fees and wasted day consequent upon his
attendance in court.
*** The fee mentioned by our correspondent is all that he is entitled

to claim if, as we presume from his letter, his evidence was given at the
local police-court or Quarter Sessions. It has been judicially decided
that no claim can be made in respect of loss of fees, etc. Our corres-
pondent is, no doubt, aware that the British Medical Association is
endeavouring to obtain a revision of the present scale of fees to medical
witnesses, but as will be seen from the reply of Mr. Jesse Collings to
Dr. Farquharson, printed at page 8iI, the Home Office is at present
obdurate.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES,
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

DIPLOMA IN PUBLIC HEALTH.-The examination for this Diploma will
begin on April 4th, and continue till April x3th.
Dz UREEE.-At the Congregation on March x6th, F. P. Cayley, B.A., of
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