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chapter. The fifth chapter is on accidents, and the last on
the description of drugs. The book is not deserving of much
praise.
An outbreak of relapsing fever in i89i, among the workers

engaged in the Khojak tunnel works, gave Surgeon-Captain
L. J. PISANI, F.R.C.S.Eng., I.M.S., an opportunity of studying
the disease, and in The Pathology of Relapsing Fever (Calcutta:
Thacker, Spink and Co.; I897; demy 8vo, pp. io6, 3 coloured
plates), he deals with the specific micro-organisms and the
pathological changes it induces. There is nothing very
original in the book, but it contains an account of recent
literature and a good bibliography. The author gives an
accurate description of the parasite, and mentions the methods
used for examining and staining it in blood specimens and
sections. He confirms the observations of the many authors
who have noticed during the apyretic stage very motile, round
structures, often united in pairs by a faint connecting thread,
and supposed to be spores. But Metchnikoff, Baumgartner,
and others, have not found these structures, and believe the
spirillum to multiply by division. The author states that the
mode of entrance of the parasite is still unsolved, but it is
certain that it can enter through scratches or wounds inflicted
while making post-mortem examinations in cases of relapsing
fever, and, therefore, it seems not unreasonable to suppose that
the parasite may be inoculated by blood-sucking insects.
The disease occurs mostly among the poor and dirty, who are
generally infested with bugs and fleas.

ANNUALS.
Whitaker's Naval and Military Directory and Indian Army

List, 1899 (London: J. Whitaker and Sons. Demy 8vo, pp.
652, 5s.).-This work undoubtedly meets a "felt want" among
a large section of the public who have neither time nor
opportunity to consult naval and military official lists. It
will therefore be welcomed as a handy book of reference, and
as such we can recommend it. We find it, on the whole,
wonderfully correct, but there are some errors which can readily
be corrected by careful-and we would add expert-revision in a
future edition. For instance, at page I27, we find the name
of a well-known medical officer inserted twice over, and in
the first entry his titles are wrongly stated. Perhaps in
future editions the publishers will see their way to give the
district staffs of the army more fully, and the departmental
as well as the regimental lists.

The Muncipal Year Book for I899, edited by ROBERT
DoNALD (London: Edward Lloyd, Limited. Cr. 8vo, 2S. 6d.),
is a useful annual, giving a good deal of information with
regard to the great towns and boroughs, a short account of
their general character, and the names of their principal
officers. There are also shorter particulars with regard to
urban districts councils. The special feature of the book,
however, is the attention given to municipal industries,
including the supply of water, gas, electricity, the manage-
ment of tramways, and the erection of artisans' dwellings and
municipal lodging houses. These are dealt with in separate
sections, which apply to all the towns in the United Kingdom,
with the exception of London, which, owing to the special
characters of its municipal government, has to be dealt with
separately.
We have received Vol. xxxv. of the Minutes of the General

Medical Council and of its Various Committees and Branch
Councils for the year I898 (published and sold for the Council
by: Spottiswoode and Co., London; pp. 700, 12s.).-The
minutes come down to December ist, I898 ; that is to say, to
the conclusion of the last session of the Council. It is a
matter of regret, and of no little inconvenience to those who
have to make frequent reference to the minutes of the
Council, that there should have been so long a delay as three
months between the conclusion of the last session and the
appearance of the volume of the minutes with the customary
general index, The volume contains i6 appendices consisting
of various reports presented to the Council during the year
1898, and the usual financial statement.

THE new laboratories of the Middlesex Hospital Medical
School are now complete, and a conversazicne will be held in
the new buildings on March Isth. The laboratories are
equipped with the best modern appliances for instruction in
original research, and at the convereaziore many objects of
interest will be exhibited.
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YORK.

A MEETING was held at York on February 25th for the purpose
of forming a branch of the National Association for the Pre-
vention of Consumption and other Forms of Tuberculosis.
The Lord Mayor presided, and there was a large attendance.
Mr. Frederick Shann, President of the York Medical Society,
explained the origin of the movement, and Mr. H. M. Plat-
nauer set forth the constitution and rules of the Association.
Mr. Alderman Gray moved that the coIistitution be approved
and adopted, and the motion was seconded by the Dean of
York.
Mr. Malcolm Morris, in supporting the resolution, stated

that since the commencement of the movement, seven months
ago, it had spread beyond theirwildest expectations. Branches
of the National Association then inaugurated were now being
formed in many cities in the empire, and it had spread not
only through their own islands but to the colonies, Toronto
having formed a branch association. Branches had been
formed or were in course of formation in York, Huddersfield,
Ipswich, Carlisle, Warwick, Plymouth, Bristol, Bournemouth,
Dublin, Belfast, Glasgow, Dundee, Keswick, Leicester,
Kendal,' Chelmsford, Darlington, Sheffield, Nottingham,
Londonderry, Stockton-on-Tees, and Toronto. After sketch-
ing the progress in sanitation which had taken place since
Queen Victoria came to the throne, and describing the means
by which tuberculosis was spread, Mr. Morris, referring to
Mr. Chaplin's proposed measure, said he would make it a
criminal act to sell milk from a cow which had visible signs
of tuberculosis about it, and he considered it was the duty of
public bodies and large institutions not to buy milk without
a guarantee from the retailer that the cows had been tested
with tuberculin. Turning to another point, an eminent
scientific authority had recently criticised the Association on
the ground that they had taken hold of the wrong end of the
stick. It was urged by this gentleman that it was their
duty to impress upon the Government the necessity for com-
pulsory notification, but they considered that such a step
would be too drastic. The person would then have to be
placed in an institution and protected, and this was physic-
ally impossible. No Government would take it up unless the
people demanded it, and he thought the best way out of the
difficulty was to educate the people to adopt voluntary notifi-
cation-a very different thing. The speaker pointed out the
necessity for active personal support being given to the move-
ment by men and women, and said they looked to women
especially because they had charge of the children.
The resolution was adopted.
Mr. Butcher moved:
That the following ladies and gentlemen constitute the Council of the

Association for the ensuing twelve months:-President: The Right Hon.
the Lord Mayor (ex-officio). Vice-Presidents: The Very Rev. the Dean of
York, Earl of Feversham, Lord Deramore, the Sheriff of York (ex-officio),
Mr. J. G. Butcher, Q.C., M.P., Lord Charles Beresford, M.P., Rev. Canon
Watson, Rev. F. A. Russell, Hon. Reginald Parker, Sir C. A. Milward, J.P.,
the President of the York Medical Society (ex-officio), the Senior Member of
the Honorary Medical Staff of the York County Hospital, the Senior Mem-
ber of the Honorary Medical Staff of the Dispensary, the City Medical
Officer of Health (ex-officio), Mr. J. S. Rowntree. Council: Hon. Mrs.
Wilkinson, Mrs. Edwin Gray, Mrs. Jalland, Mrs. Phillip Newman, Miss
Wilkinson, Dr. Tempest Anderson, J.P., Mr. Butterfield, Dr. Evelyn, Mr.
Edwin Gray, Captain Dunnington-Jefferson, Mr. W. H. Jalland, J.P., Mr.
Robert Kay, Dr. Macdonald, Dr. Ramsay, Rev. H. Robinson. Honorary
Treasurer: Mr. W. F. H. Thomson, J.P. Honorary Treasurer: Dr. Mac
donald.
Dr. Jane Walker, in supporting the resolution, mentioned

her own experience of the open-air treatment in Norfolk. She
said that much of the work of the branch associations might
come under the description of an " after-care" associa-
ciation. Their Association should be in touch with the sana-
toria for the poor, with the charity organisation societies,
with the workhouses, and with all agencies that aimed at poor
relief.
The resolution was carried, and the meeting terminated

with the usual votes of thanks.
HALIFAX.

At a meeting of the Halifax Board of Guardians on February
22nd it was stated that Dr. Dolan, the Workhouse Medical
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Officer, had called the attention of the Infirmary Committee
to a repvztmadeby-hin-onNovember 19th last with respect
to the consumptive cases in the house, and suggesting that it
would be preferable if the cases could be sent to a sanatorium
ddttside the town. The Committee resolved that the Clerk be
instructed to write to the Huddersfield, Bradford, Dewsbury,
Leeds, North Bierley, and Todmorden Unions, and ascertain
what action these unions were taking in the matter, and
suggesting the desirability of amalgamating with these
unions for the provision of a hospital in the district for the
treatmnent of workhouse consumptive cases. The Infirmary
Committee also resolved that a revolving shelter for open-air
treatment of consumptive cases be obtained and placed on the
male side of the hospital.
After some discussion the following resolution was agreed to:
That the Clerk arrange for a conference of representatives of adjoining

unions to consider the treatment of consumptive cases in workhouses,
and to discuss the question whether such cases should be treated other-
wise than in workhouses.

MANCHESTER.

A special meeting of the Committee recently appointed to
make arrangements for a conference with a view to the forma-
tion of a society for preventing the spread of tuberculosis was
held on February 2I st, Professor Leech, M.D., presiding, when
after full discussion it was resolved to convene the proposed
conference. The nucleus of a Committee to embrace represen-
tatives of other towns and districts in the area to be covered
by the Association was appointed. An early meeting of the
more representative Committee will be held, when the objects
of the Association will be further discussed and all arrange-
ments for the conference made.

NORWICH.
At meetings of the Norwich Medico-Chirurgical Society

held on February 7th and 21st, Mr. W. E. Wyllys in the
chair, a discussion took place on the aims and objects of th,
National Association for the Prevention of Consumption and
other Forms of Tuberoulosis.

Sir Peter Eade opened the discussion, speaking first on the
necessity of educating the public, and referring to our in-
creased knowledge of tuberculosis. As regards treatment
sanatoria must be public and private, and houses must be
less damp with better surroundings. Speaking finally on the
inspection of slaughterhouses, Sir Peter thought more good
would be derived from Government inspectors than from
medical men.
Dr. Barton observed that the strongest argument against

notification urged by Dr. Pattin was that it would intimidate
the early incipient cases from applying to their doctor at a
time when there was the best chance of cure by the fear of
bqing publicly branded as a consumptive. The sweeping
assertion that all tuberculous cows must be killed was, if
necessary, impracticable, as the outlay would be at least
12,000,000. Sir R. Thorne, in his Harben Lectures, asserted

that it was only from the cows with tuberculous udders that
experimentally tubercle bacilli had been found in the milk.
He thought that the workhouse authorities ought to consider
the question of supplying the accommodation for the con-
sumptive poor in their districts, and might even use much of
their spare workhouse accommodation for such cases.

Dr. IBurton-Fanning observed that there were already
twenty branches of the Association in process of formation,
and he sincerely hoped that the outcome of the meeting
would be the starting of one in Norwich. He described the
objects of the .Association as twofold-the education of the
public as to the common channels of infection, and the erec-
tion of sanatoria for those already attacked. He remarked
that at more than one place the establishment of a sanatorium
had been followed by a diminution in the number of con-
sumptive natives. Owing to the precautions taken, the risk
of infection at, a special institution for phthisis was reduced
to a minimum. It was in the sanatorium that he was most
interested, and he showed the charts of patients treated in
the hospital, in their own homes, and at Cromer. He illus-
trated by these the part played by the various items of the
treatment, and insisted on the absolute necessity of close
medical supervision, the effect of half an hour's too much ex-
ercise being shown by the temperature.
'Dr. Pattin, M.O.HgJ wi6 of opinion that it was absurd to

start upon. a campaign against the tuberculoses without.
informing ourselves of their number and disposition, and this(
knowledge we could best acquire by notification. He there-
fore placed in the -first rank notification of all tuberculous'
diseases, with, as a necessary corollary the establishment Qf
hospitals for the segregation of the dangerous cases. The
policy propounded, as he understood it, of providing sanatoria-
for the well-to-do, was inadequately described as scratching
the surface and neglecting the root of the mischief, which root
he found to be most firmly implanted in the dwellings of the
helpless and the wretched. Next, he placed regular infection
of dairy cattle and the tuberculin test, though he warned
members that in his judgment a lot of exaggerated statements
had been made about ridding the world of intestinal tubercu-
losis in children. They would lower that amount, he hoped,.
but they would not eradicate the disease. Milk, in his
opinion, was often contaminated in the dwelling. So
important did he think infection in the dwelling that for five
years he had carried out systematic disinfection after the
death or removal of a tuberculous patient, whenever he could
gain consent to do so. He thought instructing children while
at school in the methods of preventing tuberculous infections
was certain to be more efficacious than lecturing to grown-up
people.

Dr. Crowfoot advised affiliation with the central Associa-
tion, so as to obtain good speakers for a public meeting. He
thought there ought to be fully equipped sanatoria for the
poor; that this was better than trying to educate them with
regard to the disposal of sputum, etc.; and that Boards of
Guardians should provide these for their phthisical patients.
Dr. Long observed that we did not all regard the infection

in the same light. Being due to the tubercle bacillus, a

facultativesaprophyte,itwasbothofadirectandindirectnature;
the former, he thought, played a minor part in the spread of the
disease, whereas the latter mode of infection could never be
entirely got rid of, and hence the disease could never be
stamped out. A protective serum might be discovered, but
till then much good could be done by sanatoria. He thought,
the public had been misled as to the importance attached to
milk and food as sources of infection, and in support of his
contention instanced the account given by Dr. Clifford All-
butt, in the January number of the Practitioner, of his own
family and several others drinking milk for several months
known to contain swarms of tuberele bacilli, and yet none of
them got tuberculosis.
Mr. Cecil Muriel, in reply to a question, said he had 8

patients under treatment in the Norwich Workhouse Infirm-
ary-7 in an advanced stage. The guardians, he thought,
would not do anything in the way of building sanatoria.

Dr. Beverley thought that the milk ought to ,be thoroughly
investigated.
Dr. Burton-Fanning then moved:
That the members of the Norwich Medico-Chirurgical Society are in

favour of starting a branch of the National Association for the Prevention
of. Consumption and other Forms of Tuberculosis for Norwich and
district.
This was carried unanimously.
Mr. Haynes Robinson moved:
That a Committee be formed to carry out suggestions, and to call a

public meeting, and that the following.be nominated as members of the
Committee: (for the City)-Drs. Barton, Beverley, Burton-Fanning,
Pattin, M.O.H., and Mr. Haynes Robinson; (for the County)-the Presi
dent (Mr. W. S. Wyllys), Drs. Crowfoot, Dent, Reeve-Manby, Owens, and
Mr. H. Bournes-Walker, with power to add to their number.
This resolution was unanimously carried.

PORTSMOUTH.
A well-attended meeting of the members of the medical

profession in Portsmouth and district was held, on February
13th in the Mayor's Banqueting Room in the Town Hall. The
subject for discussion was the new campaign against con-
sumption, and it was resolved to send a requisition to the
Mayor of Portsmouth, asking him to call a public meeting
to take into consideration the formation of a local branch of
the National Association for the Prevention of Consumption
and other Forms of Tuberculosis.

PLYMOUTH
A public meeting, convened with the object of forming a

. !I
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Devon and Cornwall Branch of the National Association for
the Prevention- of Oonsumption and other Forms of Tubercu-
losis, was held on February 2Ist at Plymouth. The meeting,
which was large and representative, was presided over by the,
Ea,rl of Mount-Edgeumbe.
After some introductory remarks from the noble chairman,

Dr. Theodore Williams (who with Dr. Childs represented the
Association for the Prevention of Consumption) describe.d in
detail the objects of the Association. It was not medical men
alone who were needed to grapple with the evil; they wanted
all classes alike to help them. After explaining the nature
and methods of the open-air treatment, and quoting statistis
of the pbithisis mortality in this country and abroad, Dr..
Williams in conclusion expressed the hope that the land
would be as free from consumption as it had been from
leprosy. The successful attainment of that object would
be another glorious achievement to mark the reign of
Queen Victoria.
Mr. Paul Swain, speaking on behalf of the Plymouth

Sanitary Authority, said he was certain that when the
matter was ripe for their consideration that body would give
it that patient, intelligent, and earnest advocacy which had
always characterised them in the administration of sanitary
matters. He could not agree with what Lord Salisbury had
said on the question of compulsion. The time must come
when the population was sufficiently interested inthe question
as to lead the sanitary authorities of great towns and urban
districts to deal with consumption in the same way as they
did scarlet fever, typhoid, and other infectious diseases. He
hoped the people of the two counties would join the Associa-
tion in great numbers.
Dr. Childs supplemented the information given by his co-

delegate, Dr. Williams, and urged the audience to consider
the question as a national one.
The Mayor of Devonport proposed the formation of:a Devon

and Cornwall branch of the National Association for the
Prevention of Consumption and other Forms of Tuberculosis,
and that those present should form themselves into a
general Committee for that object.
Dr. F. M. Williams seconded, and the resolution was

agreed to unanimously.
Sir Massey Lopes moved:
That an Executive Committee of twenty gentlemen from Devon and

Cornwall be nominated to organise the newly-formed branch.
The motion was seconded by Dr. May, who announced the

names of the gentlemen nominated for the Executive Com-
mittee as follows: Drs. M. Bulteel, W. L. Fox, W. Gordon, W.
Hammond, Montgomerie, N. E. Norway, E. Thompson, R.
Pollard, H. Webber, and W. L. Woollcombe, and Messrs. W.
H. Bloye, D. Cameron, E. St. Aubyn, R. J. Lake, A. R.
Bouchier, W. Grylls, L. C. Foster, G. Soltau Symons, C. H.
Radford, and R. E. Page.
The motion was adopted.
Archdeacon Wilkinson proposed, and Mr. R. J. Michie

seconded, the election of the following officers of the Branch:
-President: The Earl of Mount - Edgcumbe. Vice-Presi-
dents: Lord Falmouth, Sir J. B. Phear, Sir Massey Lopes,
Dr. Clay, Mr. W. H. Alger, Dr. Davey, Dr. Montgomerie, Dr.
Hingston, Mr. Harris, Dr. Huxley, Mr. Sharp, and Mr. W.
Coryton. Chairman of the Committee: Mr. Paul Swain.
Honormry Treasurer: Mr. T. Bulteel. Honorary Secretary:
Dr. Bushnell.

It was announced that a gentleman residing at Dartmouth
had offered to give,a site on his property for the erection of a
sanatorium.

GLASGOW.
The University Lecture was delivered on February 20th,

by Professor Glaister, who spoke on the prevention of tuber-
culosis. He said the crusade against the disease was only
likely to be efficient in the measure in which the following
precautions were taken: (i) The extermination of tuberculous
milch cows from herds, the milk of which was used as food
of man,, and especially of young children-and it ought to be
generally known that boiling or sterilisation of the milk
would protect-our infantile population; (2) the inspection of
our meat supplies so as to prevent tuberculous meat being
sold, made compulsory on all local authorities-urban and
rural alike-by an ACt of Parliament; (3) the education of
the public in the infectivity of. the expectoration of the

victims of tubercle of the lungs; and (4) careful attention to
the ventilation of our homes, the maintenance of good sani-
tary conditions in our populous places, the provision of open.-
air spaces, and the repression of the smoke and fog-producing.
nuisance.

CAMBERWELL.
At a meeting of the Camberwell Vestry, on February 22nd,

Dr. Smith, on behalf of the Sewers and Sanitary Committee,
submitted a series of recommendations giving notice to per-
sons with regard to consumption and its prevention. These
included:

(z) That notice be sent to the medical men of the parish, pointing out
that the vestry is prepared to disinfect, free of cost, all rooms and their
contents recently occupied by patients suffering from consumption; (2)
that notice be sent to the persons in charge of public institutions, point-
ing out the importance of disinfection ; (3) that notice be sent to the occu-
piers of houses where deaths had taken place, offering disinfection free of
cost; and (4) that the cost of giving effect to the recommendations be in-
cluded in the sum of 620 which the Committee had requested in connec-
tion with the circular relating to measles.
The recommendations were agreed to. -

ROUMANIA.
It is proposed to form a League :against tuberculosis in

Roumania to educate the public as to the dangers of tuber-
culous infection and the means of avoiding them, and to pro-
mote the formation of sanatoria and special hospitals for
sufferers from the disease.

A CENTRAL FUND FOR THE SUPERANNUATION
OF POOR-LAW OFFICERS.

THE Act of I896, " to provide for superannuation allowances to
Poor-law officers and servants, and for contributions towards
such allowances by such officers and servants," is, on the
whole, a decided boon to those to whom its provisions apply,
but a short experieitee of its working has already shown that
on one most important point it fails to meet the requirements
of those on whose behalf it was passed.
The Act provides that " every officer and servant in the ser-

vice or employment of a union or parish" shall become
entitled to a superannuation allowance:

i. On his becoming incapacitated by bodily or mental
infirmity, or by old age.

2. On his attaining the age of 6o years, having then com-
pleted an aggregate service of 4o years.

3. On his attaining the age of 65 years.
The scale for superannuation is as follows:
Any officer or servant who has served for ten years, but less than eleven
ears, shall be entitled to an annual allowance equal to ten-sixtieths ofthe average amount of his salary or wages, and emoluments during the

five years ending on the quarter aay which imrnediately precedes the day
on which he ceases to hold his office or employ7ment, with an addition
of one-sixtieth of such average amount for every additional completed
year of service until the completion of a period of service of forty years,
when a maximum allowance of forty-sixtieths shall be granted.
The scale of pension is fairly liberal, and the contributions

required from the officers and servants are not excessive.
They are, in the case of those with less than five years' ser-
vice at the passing of the Act,' or appointed after the passing
of the Act, 2 per cent.; those more than five and less than
fifteen years, 22 per cent.; and those more than flfteen years,
3 per cent. of the salary or wages aid emoluments for each
year. Though not, as we have said, excessive, yet in some
cases, especially among those in the third category, the
amount will seem high.
The weak place in the Act is in the provision in Clause II,

tha.t the officer or servant
shall be entitled, on resigning or otherwise ceasing to hold his office or
employment, to receive during life, out of the common fund of the union, a
superannuation allowance according to the scale laid down in this Act.
The words italicised throw the whole burden of each super-
annuation allowance on to that particular union in which the r
officer or servant who obtains the pension happens to end his
official career. The result is that any union taking into its
employ an officer or servant of long standing in other unions
has, in addition to paying his salary, to take upon itself the
burden of providing for the pension to which he will in a few:
years become entiled, while all the contributions he has
hitherto made will be retained by unions which will beargo
part in the cost of his superannuation allowance.

It is clear that as the working effect of this clause of the Act
t ecomes known tV the union guardians it may become a mexy
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