
JuNE i 8, i898.] OBITUARY. no Dun= 1631
deposition of sodium biurate to be the cause of gout attacks,
and that is also the opinion of Sir W. Roberts and Sir A.
Garrod, an opinion which is not in the slightest degree
affected, as anyone can see for himself, by the references
given by Dr. Haig to the writings of these two gentlemen.
In the JOURNAL of May 21st, I asked for " the evidence of

others that a diminished alkalinity of blood containing uric
acid in solution tends to throw some of the urate out of solu-
tion." I still maintain that it is entirely beside the point to
refer me to the experiment known to every student of medi-
cine in his third or fourth year, that the acidification of the
blood serum of a gouty patient causes a deposition of uric
acid. That has nothing to do with the assertion that a
diminished alkalinity of blood tends to throw some of the
urate out of solution, and therefore my question still remains
unanswered.
On the other hand, the experiments that I described in my

Goulstonian Lectures demonstrate that such a diminished
alkalinity of the blood produces no such effect, and Dr. Haig,
without attempting to show that the results of those experi-
ments are wrong, quietly Jgnores them because they happen
to be in opposition to one of his theories.
In my opinion it is not a scientific deduction to draw, that

because a certain increase of uric acid appears in the urine
after eating a pound of beef such increase is due to ready
formed uric acid introduced in the beef. In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 8th, I894, Dr. Haig gave the
number of grains of uric acid that a man may introduce into
his system with an ordinary dinner, the estimations of the
amounts of so-called uric acid having been made by applying
Haycraft's process to the soup, fish, meat, and meat extract
comprising the meal. In the fourth edition (I897) of Dr.
Haig's book he gives the number of grains of " uric acid and
xanthins " present in the same articles of food as found also
by Haycraft's process. It appears to me that it is entirely
within the bounds of fair criticism to point out that the
attempt to shift the responsibility to xanthin is unfortunate,
as Haycraft's process-the only one employed by Dr. Haig-
does not estimate xantbin at all ; while, on the other hand,
no attempt was ever made to identify the assumed uric acid
stated to be present in these foods.-I am, etc.,
Weymouth Street, W., June irth. ARTHUR P. LUFF.

ERRATUM.-In the last line of the first paragraph of Dr. Luffs letter on
page I493 the words " uric acid " should have read " urates."

MEDICAL SICKNESS AND ACCIDENT SOCIETY.
SIR-,In your report of the annual meeting of the above

Society the Chairman alluded to the "hardship" on the
members in being debarred from participating in the benefits
at the age limit of 65. As a member I wish to emphasise this
serious disadvantage in the working of the Society, and
would urge that the age limit now in force should be extended
to the end of one's natural life. It does, indeed, appear to
me a hardship that, during the most healthy period of one's
life, I, with many others, should contribute out of our scanty
earnings an annual premium in order to secure a few weeks'
sick pay in the event of sickness or accident; whilst at a time of
life-after 65-when sickness is far more likely to occur, one is
to be ruthlessly cast out into the cold. 1 have always looked
upon this as a very serious and cruel flaw in the constitution
of the Society. The accumulated funds of the Society, now
amounting to /1 i5,ooo, are rapidly increasing, and must
necessarily increase at a more rapid rate in the future. The
Chairman spoke of a probable bonus being paid at the end of
the year. I would respectfully venture to suggest that
instead of paying a bonus the funds be allowed to accumulate
to enable the directorate to abolish the hardship of age
lItmit altogether. The Chairman deplores the fact that
members do not also take up an annuity with the Rock
Assurance Company. I also deplore it equally as much as
he does, but with many of the members their means will not
permit of their doing so. Such, at all events, is my own case.
When I became a member of the Society, now several years
ago, I communicated with the officials of the Rock Assurance
Company, had an interview with the agent, but found the
annual premium was quite beyond my reach out of a limited
and precarious income. In conclusion I venture to submit

that the Committee should endeavour to reopen the annuity
system on reasonable terms, for, after all, it is just in one's.
declining years-after 65-that one needs help.-1 am, etc.,
May 3oth. A MEMBER.

0bituar.
HENRY LEE, F.R.C.S.,

ConsultiDg Surgeon to St. George's Hospital.
ST. GEORGE'S BOSPITAL has lost one of its ablest officers by
the death of Mr. H. Lee, and all those connected with it
have to lament the loss of one who, whether as surgeon,,
teacher, or colleague, had earned the affectionate regard of
all with whom he came into relation in those eapacities.
Mr. Lee, who was the son of Captain Pincke Lee, of

Woolley Firs, Maid.enhead Thicket, was born in the year
1817. He commenced his medical education at King's
College in 1833, but entered St. George's Hospital as a pupil
in 1834. He became M.R.C.S.Eng. in I839, and F.R.C.S..
in 1844. He served for some time on the staff of
King's College Hospital as Assistant Surgeon before he
returned to his old hospital. His early career at St. George's.
was a distinguished one. He was one of the first, if not the
first, Surgical Registrar to the Hospital, and, after serving;
as Curator of the Museum, was appointed Lecturer on Physi-
ology there in 1845, when the Medical School was being
remodelled under the vigorous rule of the late Sir Prescott
Hewett. But he did not hold that office long. Promotion
at St. George's was slow in those days, and Mr. Lee was
keen in the pursuit of surgery and arxious to distinguish
himself as a surgeon; thcrafore he gladly seized ai.
opportunity of connecting himself with the newly-founded
hospital of King's College, to which he was appointedc
Assistant Surgeon in I847. His connection with the Lock
Hospital as Surgeon dates from about the same period.
He soon showed how true a follower he was of the great-

surgeon, Brodie, who was at that time the boast of St.
George's Hospital, and who by precept and example incul-
cated upon his pupils the persistent study of pathology as
the foundation of scientific surgery. Accordingly, Lee's
earliest labours were In the field of pathology, and the first.
paper of his with which we are acquainted is that published
in the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions for 1852 on the deposi-
tion of fibrin on the lining membrane of veins. The path-
ology and the surgical treatment of the diseases of veins
was, throughout his life, a favourite subject of his study, as.
it was of his master, Brodie, and he devieed the most success-
ful of the palliative operations which were in use for the-
treatment of varicocele and varicose veins, before the pro-
gress of the antiseptic method enabled surgeons to use the-
radical and really curative operation of excision. Mr. Lee's.
operation consisted in blocking the circulation in the vari-
cose vein in two places by pins thrust under its course with -
figure-of-8 ligature wound about each, and then dividing the
vein subcutaneously between the pins. It was based on an
old proceeding of Brodie, which, however, Brodie himself
had characterised as unsuccessful. Mr. Lee's operation,
though not by any means uniformly successful, yet involved
but little danger or discomfort, and was certainly often fol-
lowed by a long period of cure.
His position, however, as Surgeon to the Lock Hospital

and his ardent study of Hunter's works, naturally turned hirm
to the important subject of syphilis; and accordingly we soon
find him writing on the pathology and treatment of tbe
various forms of Pyphilitic infection, on which he afterwards
became one of the chief English authorities. A paper of his-
on Calomel Fumigation in Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary
Syphilis, based on his practice at the Lock Hospital, was-
read at the Medical and Chirurgical Society in I856. It-
marks a very real and a very Important improvement in the-
practical treatment of these affections, and would be sufficient,.
if Mr. Lee had rendered no other service to surgery, to entitle
him to grateful recollection as a benefactor to humanity..
His colleagues had many opportunities of seeing how easily,.
painlessly, and safely the mercurial action necessary for the.
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