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x. To the infant, who ought to be protected early, and
vaccinated in a wholesome room.

2. To the poor father, who cannot afford a fine and therefore
-cannot purchase freedom from the Act as his richer neighbour
dcan.

3. To the public, as making the Act practically powerless.
4. To the public vaccinator as making his work unneces-

earily harassing.
To me personally it has always been a mystery why any

Act should ever be optional. If it be a good one, enforce it
strictly. If it be a bad one, repeal it. I have already done as
I have suggested above, written to the M.P. for this district,
and received his promise to give the discussion his most
.careful attention.

In regard to letters in the JOURNAL upon the subject, it is a
pity that men who have excellent and just ideas should
weaken the effect of their expression by writing over noms
.de plume. An anonymous letter can never carry the same
influence as one signed by its writer, but always to some
extent implies that its author is doubtful himself of its
justice.-I am, etc., MARK WARDLE,

April 4th. Public Vaccinator, Bishop Auckland District.

TEHE TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS IN THE ARMKY BY
INTRAMUSCULAR INJECTIONS OF MERCURY.

SIR,-Having read Dr. Aithaus's letter in No. I,943 of the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, in which he claims to have been
the first who introduced the mercurial cream for intramus-
cular injections, I think it only fair to point out that this
treatment was known and described several years before Dr.
Aithaus's paper was read before the International Medical
Congress of I89o. The important and new feature of this
method was the introduction of a " fine emulsion of metallic
imercury with lanolin and carbolised olive oil."
In No. 9 of the Wiener klinische Wochenaehrift, i888, Lang,

the real inventor of the method, published his experiments,
which had extended over many years, and spoke very favour-
ably of the results obtained by intramuscular injections with
i' oleum cinereum." He used a cream of equal parts of mer-
eary and lanolin, mixEd with olive oil, in the relative pro-
portion of 4 to 6. Neisser modified this formula by adding
eome benzoic acid.

In No. i8 of the Wiener medicinische Wochenschrift, i888, T.
Frost reported on a series of I,1oo injections with "oleum
-cinereum," and referred in his paper to Schachter, who bad
previously given a record of 1,078 injections. The injections
were always made into the gluteal muscles, and were pain-
less and not accompanied by swellings or abscesses.

Dr. Althaus can therefore hardly claim priority, as he only
slightly modified Lang's formula by using carbolised instead
of pure olive oil, an innovation which seems rather super-
fluous if the cream, the syringe, and the skin of the patient,
as well as the hands of the operator, have been rendered
sterile before the injection.-I am, etc.,
Finsbury Square, E.C., March 27th. J. P. ZUM BUSCH.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AND THE MEDICAL
PROFESSION.

SI]R,-In their recent conference with the friendly societies,
the representatives of the British Medical Association un-
,ortunately dwelt only on one point-that of the absence of a
wage limit. I venture to suggest that this is not a real
grievance. If the subscription per member were a sufficient
remuneration in itself, the friendly societies might admit
whomsoever they pleased, and there would be no hardship to
the medical profession. , The real grievance is this, that
under present conditions the work is unremunerative. This
has been conclusively proved by Dr. Baddeley in a recent
number of the Friendlt Societies' Recorder, and in the March
number of the Charity Organisation Review I have,bya different
-calculation, come to the same conclusion.
When medical men first undertook the work of the friendly

societies there was a natural wage limit, that is, the mem-
bers were recruited only from a poorly-paid class of society.
Since then the conditions have entirely changed. But whilst
it is impossible to expect friendly societies to retrace their
steps and to alter their constitutions, the medical profession
have a right to ask of them that their remuneration should
be adapted to the altered circumstances. The suggestion of

a wage limit is merely an answer to the friendly societies'
non po8sumus. It is only if they say, as they have done, that
their poorer brethren cannot afford more than 48. a year that
the medical profession can reply, " In that case we must go
back to the conditions under which we first attended to your
requirements."

It is really of the utmost importance that this point should
be clearly kept in view, because it would be a great mistake
to give the friendly societies the impression that we wished
in any way to interfere in the management of their marvel-
lous institutions. We should, moreover, be raising a side
issue unnecessarily. Our contention is perfectly clear and
unanswerable; the remuneration is inadequate, and in any
conference this could be maintained and proven up to the
hilt. It is only wheD friendly societies come to us with a plea
ad miuericordiam for the poorest of their members that we are
entitled to say, " Granted, but on condition only of a wage
limit."-I am, etc.,
Thames Ditton, April 2nd. OTTO WUNDERLICHE M.D.Brux.

THE LATE DR. WEST.
SIR,-In your interesting notice of this distinguished phy-

sician there is an important omission which I am sure you
will be glad to rectify.
You describe Dr. West as a corresponding member of the

Paris Academie de Medecine. After being a corresponding
member for a quarter of a century, in I890 Dr. West was
elected an Associ6 Etranger or Foreign Fellow of this illus-
trious Academy. This is the most coveted medical honour
in Europe, a distinction very rarely conferred, and which Dr.
West shared with only four others in this country-namely,
Sir James Paget, Sir Joseph Hooker, and Sir Joseph Fayrer,
of London; and Sir Frederic Bateman, of Norwich.-I am,
etc.,
April 3rd. PARISIENSIS.

THE DISMISSAL OF PAROCHIIAL MEDICAL OFFICERS
IN SCOTLAND.

SIR,-The case headed "Parochial Gratitude," in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 12th is not exceptional.
I am the medical officer of a parish in the Highlands, and
without mentioning any complaint or cause of dismissal the
Council told me they would not require me after May 15tb.
I found out afterwards that the complaints against me at
their meeting were false, and without testing the truth of
these statements the Council dismissed me. When I wanted
a hearing-for I thought my reputation as a professional man
was attacked-the reply I got from the Council was that a
month's notice on either side was sufficient to terminate the
engagement. It is surely a bad law that allows a man after
furnishing a house to be cast adrift at a month's notice without
cause. In my opinion the cause of dismissal in my case was
spite on the part of a Councillor or two for my not submitting
to them on a professional matter. It is scandalous how
parish councils sometimes treat the medical officer. Let us
get the Bill now before Parliament passed. I would recom-
mend all those who contemplate applying for vacancies in
the Highlands these times to find out the cause of the
vacancy, and to consider that they may be similarly treated.
-I am, etc.,
March 18th. M. B. A.

PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS AND PUBLIC PAYMENTS
FOR VACCINATION.

SIR,-Responding to your appeal I purpose to deal with
the questions you propounded in your last issue. Before I
answer the queries I should like to say that I believe with
the majority of parents it is not so much the question of the
operator as of the operation that is objected to. That there
are a considerable number of mothers who prefer to have
their children vaccinated by the public vaccinator can hardly
be doubted. They have, I venture to say, been led to make
this preferiaent because they have been able to see the
children from whom the lymph has been taken, and because
they have found, as a rule, that no untoward symptoms have
been developed after vaccination. It is gratifying to find in
these days that a considerable proportion of parents bring
their children to be vaccinated before the statutory age of
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