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THE EDUCATION OF BACKWARD AND DEFECTIVE CHILDRBN.
M.D.LoND. asks for information as to a home for an epileptic boy, aged 14,
who is suffering from arrested mental development. It is not a case of
imbecility. and there has been a slow, steady improvement in the men-
tal condition for some years past. A small sum weekly or monthly
could be paid.
*** We may refar our correspondent to the abstract of the Report of

the Departmental Committee on Defective and Epileptic Children pub-
lished in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 5th, p. 651. With
regard to the case mentioned, assuming that the boy lives in London,
the parents should place him in one of the London School Board
special classes for backward and defective children. Mrs. Burgwin is
the superintendent of these classes, and her address is 2T, Claylands
Road, Clapham Park, S.W. If the parents or the doctor will write a
letter to her, she will inform them of the school nearest the home where
rhe child resides. If for any reason the child cannot be received into
these classes, then the only places where he can be sent are the
Darenth Schools for Imbecile Children or the Earlswood Asylum. Par-
ticulars respecting the admission of the child to the former institution
can be obtained on application to the Clerk to the Board of Guardians
or relieving officer of the parish in which the parents live, and with
regard to the latter from the secretary or superintendent of the asylum.

ANSWERS.

M.A. AND M.D.-The questions asked by our correspondent seem to us
to be too hypothetical to render it possible to give a satisfactory answer.

SOLENT.-We do not think that there could be any objection to the cir-
culation of the proposed notice if confined to our correspondent's own
patients.

P. J. D.-We suspect that the certificate is afacsimile of that employed in
the United States, where possibly it may be necessary to take energetic
measures of this nature to prevent improper persons being appointed
examiners.

STYLO.-The notice of the General Medical Council requires that a regi-
stered practitioner should not allow an unqualified person to attend or
treat patients In respect of matters requiring professional skill or dis-
cretion. The application of this principle to individual cases must be a
matter of individual discretion.

M.D.BRux.
L.R.C.P.-The M.D.Brussels does not, we believe, give foreign practi-
tioners a legal right to practise medicine in Belgium.

TREATMENT OF INCONTINENCE OF URINE.
DR. F. R. PROCTOR-SIMS (Canonbury, N.) writes: I would suggest to
'A. L. S." to try the following mixture, which I have found almost a
specific in such cases: I Ext. belladon, gr. 1's; aq. camph. ad Iss; M. ft.
mist. Sig. 3ss ter die. I consider the dose of importance, and also the
preparation of belladonna. I do not find the tincture so effective. The
points which you suggest with regard to diet and the emptying of the
bladder should of course at the same time be rigidly enforced.

FEE FOR Two CASES IN THE SAME HOUSE.
PUZZLED asks if he Is entitled to a double fee for attending two fever
cases In the same family at the same time.
*** The suggestion contained in The Medico-Chirurgical Tariffsprepared

jor the late Shropshire Ethical Branch of the British Medical Association,
by Jukes de Styrap, M.K.Q.C.P., etc. (London: H. K. Lewis, demy 8vo,
pp. 28. 28.), with regard to two or more patients in the same house, is
that if members of the same family, and paid for by one person, the
full fee sbould be charged for the first, and a half visit for each of the
others. When not of the same family the full charge should be made
for each.

A QUESTION OF PRECEDENCE.
A MEMBER B.M.A.-There appears to be no official table of precedence
as between the different professions. Sir William Blackstone stated
that " the heralds rank all colonels. serjeants-at-law, and doctors in the
three learned professions before esquires," but the author of the article
on Precedence in the EncyclopfTdia Britannica adds that " the only
foundation for this statement seems to be a passage in Guillim, which
is obviously without any authority." The official precedence of a
husband or brother affords no indication of the personal precedence of
his wife or children.

WIRING FRACTURED CLAVICLE.
JUNIOR PRACTITIONER.-The clavicle has frequently been wired, especi-

ally In cases of compound and ununited fracture. An instance of this
treatment applied by Mr. Bilton Pollard in united fracture will be found
in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 27th, 1887, and Dr. Whitson
of Glasgow published a case of compound fracture treated by wiring in
the JOURNAL of January 6th, 1883. Wiring in recent cases of simple
fracture has been practised with success by German and French sur-
geons. Fdvrier of Nancy and lemons of Bordeaux have lately reported
cases of this kind (Revue de Chirurgie, I896). The subject is discussed
In Dr. Packard's article on Fractures in the fourth volume of the -Inter-
national AEncyclopedia of Surgery.

A VAcciNATIoN DIFFICULTY.
DR. CHOWN (Hayle).-It seems to us that our correspondent's letter justi-

fles the position he has taken up. Every medical man in the course of
a lifetime's practice is likely to do a large amount of gratuitous work,
but he has surely a right to decide for himself what shall be gratuitous
and what shall be charged for. We are prepared to be told that many
practitioners would not send an account for attendance on a post-
vacciinal infiamed arm, but the question is one for the exercise of dis-
cretion according to circumstances. and where a parent is in regular
employment and earning a good wage, it is surely his duty to pay for
medical attendance when no charge of malpraxis is involved. otherwise
we do not see that a Board of Guardians has any logical right to inter-
fere in the present case.

NOTES, LETTERS. Etc.

A DISCLAIMER.
Ma. E. MUIRHEAD LITTLE (Seymour Street, Portman Square, W.) writes:
In Black and White of March 12th, there is a paragraph in which I am
mentioned by name, and an inaccurate account given of certain cir-
cumstances that occurred at the National Orthopvadic Hospital. The
writer, no doubt with kind intentions, proceeds to puff me most out-
rageously. I wish to state that this paragraph was written and pub-
lished entirely without my knowledge or approval, and that it has
caused me much annoyance and disgust.

MEDICAL REFORM.
DR. S. STRETTON (Kidderminster) writes: I fail to see the benefit or
wisdom of the startling heading, "Battle of the Clubs," so constantly
appearing in the medicat journais. We maintain the justice of making
public the various errors perpetrated by the so-called medical aid and
other societies and clubs, and our chief aim now should be how best to
elevate the tone of the coming practitioner. Two essential features
demand consideration: reform of preliminary examination and the
institution of a one-portal system, and I would suggest that these
subjects should be set down for discussion as early as possible by every
medical society in the land, when a concentration of the results should
bring weight of evidence sufficient to move the General Medical Council
to prompt and energetic action.

THE NAUHEIm TREATMENT.
DR. LESLIE THORNE TRORNE (Inverness Terrace, W.) writes: S.'s patdent
could probably have the Nauheim treatment carried out more cheaply
at Llangammarch Wells, Central Wales, than elsewhere, as living in
Llangammarch village is very cheap. The cheapest way, however, is to
carry out the treatment in the patient's own home. The medical man
who lives at Llangammarch during the season goes there towards the
end of March.

ALCOHOL AND TIIE DEATII-RATE.
Two recently issued reports of life insurance societies afford further evi-
dence as to the prolongation of life,by the practice of abstinebce. The
Sceptre Life Association, in I897, shows a percentage of actual deaths to
the expectancy of 66.4I in the General Section, and of 51.14 in the Ab-
staining Section. During the preceding thirteen years the former per-
centage was 80.84, and the latter 58 o6. The Scottish Temperance Life
Assurance Co . in their General Section, in fifteen years' operations, had
a percentage of actual deaths to the expectancy of 69, and in the Abstain-
ing Section of 47. It is to be remembered that all these insured were
presumed to be temperate in their habits, the only difference having
been the practice of total abstinence in the Abstaining Bections. The
last-named society recognises the cash value of abstinence by insuring
abstainers at lower rates than non-abstainers. the reductions thus given
having already amounted to nearly ,25,0o It is also interesting to note
that of the abstainers insured in the Sceptre, over 62 per cent. were life
abstainers.

A FIREPROOF BUILDING MATERIAL.
TEE Asbestos and Asbestic Company. Limited (27, Billiter Buildings,
E.C) have introduced as a material for building a grey white powder
composed of a proportion of asbestos fibre together with certain bind-
ing materials. This substance can be used in the same way as ordinary
plaster, and at, it is stated, very little more cost. It is stated in a report
issued by the agents that certain tests recently made at Duisburg ap-
pears to show that the material has great fire-resisting properties. The
tests in question comprised the lighting of large fires urged by petro-
leum inside and outside a small building coated with asbestic plaster,
together with subsequent douching with cold water from afire hose.
In the opinion of several engineers whose names are appended to the
report, the material successfully withstood the tests employed. It
seems desirable that further tests should be made with iron buildings,
and especially to ascertain the extent to which the plaster peels off
under the severe treatment it would receive in a fire, together with the
process of extinction. There have been many attempts to produce
an efficient fire-testing plaster. but most of them have failed by reason
either of their peeling or cracking away from the material they were
designed to protect.

ACETYLENE AS AN ILLUMINANT.
DR. J. C. MCWALTER (Dublin) writes: There is, I think, little doubt in
the minds of those who have considered the matter that acetylene gas
will be the light of the future, especially in country places and towns
where there is no public electric current. It will soon, therefore,
become a burning question whether it has any drawbacks from the pub-
lic health point of view. As far as I am aware it has not. The pro-
ducts of combustion are less deleterious than those of coal gas and
the dangers of asphyxiation more remote, owing to its characteristic
smell. An engineer, named Goodwin, has lately discovered that the
presence of a small quantity of carbonic dioxide in the gas has the
peculiar property of rendering the flame more brilliant and clear, and
promoting the complete oxidation of the carbon. Prepared after this
modification the flame is remarkably luminous and steady, giving a

ERRATUM.-By an error of transcription the prescription given in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 12th, i898, p. 739, for the treat-
ment of incontinence of urine was directed to be made up to 3ij of
water; it should have been 3vj.
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