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of cases, and the marked features of its victims have long
been familiar as those of Punch and Punchinello, while it is
quite possible that Rabelais drew on material derived from
,observation of a case of acromegaly in the description of his
voracious hero.

After a full account of the history and a general description
of the disease, the author gives in minute detail the morbid
changes that have been found in the body after death. The
bony lesions are exhaustively treated, this part of the subject
being illustrated by some admirable photographs. Micro-
scopical examination of the pituitary body has been recorded
in 28 instances of acromegaly and a list of the various
changes found is given which includes simple hypertrophy,
adenoma, colloid degeneration, and several varieties of sar-
coma. But it must be admitted that the data on this point
can hardly be regarded as entirely satisfactory. Giant growth
of the viscera or splanchomegaly may occur and is interest-
ing as bearing on the relationship of the disease to gigantism.
A useful summary of the morphology and physiology of the
hypophysis has been added as an appendix to the chapter on
its morbid anatomy. The symptoms are set forth in a
thorough and systematic fashion, and the text is again
illustrated by some excellent photographs of patients and by
two skiagraphs. Cases of acromegaly fall into three cate-
gories: (I) the benign type, lasting as long as fifty years; (2)
the ordinary chronic type, with a duration of from eight to
thirty years; and (3) the acute or malignant form, lasting
from three to four years. Of this latter variety there are six
cases on record; in all of these there was a true sar-
coma of the pituitary body found, and the disease ran a
a rapid and similar clinical course. The relation of acrome-
galy to other diseases and conditions, such as myxcedema,
Graves's disease, and giant growth are touched on, and a
chapter is devoted to its diagnosis frcm these and other
affections.
As to the pathogeny of the disease, four vie1s exist, the

nervous theory, the theory of atavism, the thymus theory,
and the original and more generally accepted theory which
'we owe to Marie which connects it with changes in the pitu-
itary body. The author considers it probable that pituitary
inadequacy is,responsible for the changes of acromegaly. The
various methods of treatment are referred to, and the mono-
graph closes with a most valuable and exhaustive biblio-
graphy.
In conclusion it need hardly be added that the work will

undoubtedly take its place as a standard source of reference,
and should be in the hands of all who are interested in this
obscure disease.

DIE KRANKHE1TEN DER FRAUEN [The Diseases of Women].
Fur Aerzte und Studirende dargestellt von Med. Dr.
HEINRICH FRITSCH, Professor der Gynaikologie und
Geburtshurlfe an der IlniversitLit zu Bonn. Achte neu
bearbeitete Auflage. London: Williams and Norgate.
(Roy. 8vo, pp. 6o6. 128. 6d.)

WHEN a book has reached an eighth edition, it is impossible
for the most malevolent critic to deny that it has some
merit. In the case before us, the reasons of the book's suc-
cess are easily seen. It is full and yet concise. Hardly any-
thing, however rare, is left out; indeed, looked at from the
point of view of the practitioner, the defect, if such it be, is
that the apportionment of space to the different topics
embraced in the work is not in proportion to their clinical
importance. Aiming at completeness the author has given
almost as much space to groups of rare conditions, which the
ordinary practitioner may never in his life meet with, as to
some common everyday maladies, which by reason of their
commonness, are of supreme practical importance. This,
however, we allude to only to show the fulness of the book.
We may add that the style is clear, the expression concise
and unequivocal, and the illustrations numerous, well
chosen, and well printed.
Turning to the author's opinions on some controvertible

questions, we observe that he regards it as doubtful whether
vaginal fixation of the uterus should be performed on women
liable to become pregnant, because grave complications are
likely .to follow. The reason why the author takes such a
strong view is explained by his diagram of the operation,
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which represents the uterus stitched to the vagina through-
out the whole length, right up to the fundus. We can under-
stand that this should prevent pregnancy and labour going
on normally; but does it follow that the fixation of a small
part of the uterine body near the internal os will bave the
same effect ? This is the question that experience will have
to decide. In ventrifixation we notice that the author puts
in no fewer than ten stitches through the fundus; a method
equally thorough, or, as eome would say equally excessive.
The author is not in favour of the so-called panhysterectomy.
The arguments in its favour, he points out, are of a theoreti-
cal, a priori kind. The practical ones against it are that it
takes longer and requires more sutures; while there is no
good reason for removal of a small, healthy, perhaps atrophied,
cervix.
The book is one which no one who pretends to a complete

acquaintance with its subject can omit to read.

ERRATuM.-Tn the review of Drs. Gould and Pyle's Anomalies and Curiosi-
ties of Medicine published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March
5th. the price of the book was erroneously given as 30S. instead of 348.
it should also have been stated that the publishers of the work in Great
Britain are the Rebman Publishing Company, Limited, London.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
A Handbook of Therapeutics. By SYDNIY RINGER, M.D.,

F.R.S., and H. SAINSBURY, M.D. Thirteenthedition. (London:
H. K. Lewis, I897. Roy. 8vo, pp. 758. its.)-By -the time
that a book has reached its thirteenth edition its reputation
is so well established that a review is quite unnecessary. All
our readers must have heard of this as a successful book, and
most of them have at some time during the last twenty-five
years read it for themselves. This edition shows no falling
off from the previous twelve; it is very well brought up to
date. It will doubtless be as popular as its predecessors.

Handbook on the Workmen's Compensation Act, 1897. By M.
ROBERTS-JONES, Barrister-at-Law. Fifth Edition, revised and
enlarged. (Cardiff: Western Mail. I898. Price 25. 6d.)-Five
months ago we reviewed this handbook, and expressed our
satisfaction with it. Since then, so favourable has been the
reception accorded to the book, that it has now reached the
fifth edition, the fourth edition of 5,ooo copies having been
disposed of within one month of its issue. To what we said
previously of this monograph there is little to add. There is
a growing feeling amongst all classes in the country in favour
of the recognition of the claims of labour to something more
than the weekly wage it is paid. Where workmen are thrown
aside through injuries received at their employment, orwhere
fatal accidents supervene, restitution is provided by the
Workmen's Compensation Act of last year. Whatever will
lead to the wounded workpeople or their dependents receiving
the compensation they are entitled to without litigation, and
therefore without expense, is to be welcomed. Such, accord-
ing to many, is the hope held out by the Act which is to come
into operation in July. Mr. Roberts-Jones's handbook is one
of the best expositions of the Act that we have read. The
terms of the Act are clearly stated, the more difficult parts
are explained, and several examples are given, all of which
tend to make it a safe guide for those who are interested
in questions affecting the liability of employers towards em-
ployed.

Elementary Phystology for Nurses. By C. F. MARSHALL,
M.D., B.Sc., F.R.C.S., late Surgical Registrar and Aniesthetist
to the Hospital for Sick Children. I897. (London: The
Scientific Press. Pp. 89, with 28 illu6trations.)-This is an
unpretentious little book aiming solely at conveying the lead-
ing facts of physiology to nurses without impeding their work
or wasting their time by a consideration of abstruse theories.
It is well adapted to its object, being simply and lucidly
written, and illustrated by useful, if rough, explanatory dia-
glams. In a work of this kind, rigid accuracy of detail is far
Less important than the clear and direct statement of broad
general principles. Still we feel that the author has gone a
little too far in omitting all reference to the ganglion on the
posterior root of a spinal nerve. There are one or two bad
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