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up to the normal acuteness of vieion. This explanation he
considers will not account for the cases of alternating strabis-
mus in which both eyes see equally well and have practically
no refractive error. In these he holds " that it is probably
caused by those infantile disorders which set up nervous
disturbance, especially such as are connected with dentition."
Rules are laid down for treatment by glasses or by operation
according to the degree of the squint. It can hardly be said
that many new features of the affection are brought to light
as the result of the research, and the constant tables that
are encountered are perhaps slightly perplexing and tend to
give the reader the idea that the matter is somewhat spun
out. However, the book is a careful compilation of facts
observed in the treatment of a large number of cases, and
will, we feel sure, be of assistance to those who wish to go
carefully into the question for statistical and other purposes.

The Bower Manuscript. Edited by A. F. HOERNLf:, Ph.D.,
Principal, Calcutta Madrasah. Parts 1It to VII, in one vol.
(Calcutta: Office of Government Printing, India.)-The cir-
cumstances of discovery and the character of the contents of
this interestiDg manuscript have been indicated in a previous
volume of the JOURNAL.1 The present instalment, the third,
completes the text, and the reproduction, transliteration,
translation, and annotation are executed by Dr. Hoernld with
the same industry, accuracy, and erudition as the former por-
tion. Looking to the mutilated and time-worn character of
the leaves, the result of his labours is simply marvelloas. A
concluding part containing an introduction dealing with the
history of the manuscripts, their age, contents, etc., and
indices is promised. The work is published as an issue of
the Archb eological Survey of India (new Imperial series), and
will when completed constitute a most valuable record.

1 Vide Archaeologio3 Medica, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, June Ist, I895,
p. 12i6.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
DIASTOL.

A FURTHER sample of diastol, prepared by the Standard Malt
Extract Company, has beeni examined with regard to its
diastatic power, and the following is the analyst's report:
Diastol, Standard brand: When heated with an excess of
soluble starch for one hour at 700 C., it folms 2.9 times its
weight of maltose, while when similarly heated with soluble
starch at 600 C., 8 4 times its weight of maltose is produced.
As during the process of diastatic starch inversion dextrine
is formed besides maltose, it follows that the starch-inverting
power of diastol is larger than is expressed by the above
figures. It follows further that at a temperature of 600 C.
nearly three times as much maltose is produced as at
700 C.

PAR&HYDROPKN.
MESSRS. LORIMER AND Co., Britannia Row, Islington, N.,
have introduced under the name of "parahydropin" a mixture
of theobromine, spartein sulphate, calomel, and camphor, and
they claim for this preparation that it acts regularly and
definitely by reason of the purity of its components. Theo-
bromine is allied to caffeine, being chemically viewed as
dimethyl-xanthine, and caffeine as trimethyl-xanthine. This
difference in chemical composition renders theobromine less
apt to affect the nervous system and cause sleeplessness than
caffeine. Spartein is a valuable diuretic, not cumulative,
definite in composition, and superior to the galenical pre-
paration of the broom cytisus scoparius. Parahydropin is a
white insoluble power, E,nd is best administered in the form
of cachet.

HYPODERMULES.
WITH reference to the system of hypodermic medication described
under this title in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January x5th,
page 156, Mr. George Lunan, pharmaceutical chemist (Edinbuigh),
writes: At the suggestion of Dr. Graham Brown, of Edinburgh, I pre-
pared similar tubes and filled them with sterilised solutions for hypo-
dermic exhibition more than eight months ago. Further, I believe that
this form of exhibiting sterile solutions for hypodermic purposes has
been in use on the Continent for some years.

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL ELECT10N.
THE following correspondence relates to a charge made
during the course of the recent debate on the conduct of the
Reference Committee of unduly condensing a report of a
meeting held in Manchester for the promotion of Mr. Victor
Horsley's candidature for a seat on the General Medical
Council: [Copy.]

The BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, 429, Strand, W.C.,
January 28th, 1898.

SIR,-In the speech delivered by you at the meeting of
Council on January igth, in moving the resolution con-
demning the action of the Reference Committee in allowing
the JOURNAL to be used officially in furthering the interests
of a particular candidate for a seat on the General Medical
Council, there occurs, according to the report in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 29th, p. 312, of which a proof
was sent to you, the following passage:

"6We had a meeting in support of Mr. Victor Horsley's candidature
in Manchester, a largely attended meeting-I am told a better meet-
ing than you had in support of Sir Walter Foster, but you did not
devote in the JOURNAL half the space to the report of that meeting
which you did to that of Sir Walter Foster, and you have no excuse,
because at the request of this office, I personally paid 2 guineas to a
local reporter, who sent you a verbatim report of every speech made.
Of course an hour's speech by Mr. Horsley, and other speeches of
greater or less leDgth in his support, could be condensed in a way
that was not possible to a meeting called in support of another can,-
didate."

1 presume this refers to the report of the meeting held in
support of Mr. Victor Horsley's candidature in Manchester
on September 2Ist, I897. I was Acting Editor of the JOURNAL
at that time, and 1 beg leave to inform you that no condensa-
tion of the kind implied in the above statement was made by
me or by anyone else in thia office. The report sent by the
local reporter whom (through the Assistant Secretary) I
asked Dr. Brassey Brierley to engage on behalf of the JOUR-
NAL, was published exactly as sent, with the exception of
thirty-eight words containing a somewhat personal reference
to Dr. Rentoul, the omission of which in no way altered the
sense of the speech in which they occurred. The only other
alteration made in the report was that the words " get at these
legislators" were changed to "'influence these legislators."

I have the honour to forward for your inspection the trans-
cript of the local reporter's notes as it was received. If you
will compare it with the report published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 25th, 1897, p. 835, you will
see that it was not condensed in the way you suggest.-I
remain, Sir, your obedient servant,

(Signed) C. Louls TAYLOR.
Sam. Woodcock, Esq., M.D., J.P.

[Copy.] Old Trafford, Manchester,
January 29th, I898.

DEAR SIR,-I beg to thank you for your letter and enclo-
sure. I am very sorry to have done you an injustice. It is,
however, quite evident that you were in no way responsible
for the abridgment of the report of Mr. Horsley's Manchester
meeting on September 2ISt.
Dr. Brierley agrees with me that the report sent to you, and

which you are kind enough to submit for my inspection now,
was not,as full as we expected it to be from the instructions
given to the reporter by our Committee.

I have no hesitation whatever in accepting your disclaimer,
and I trust you will have none in accepting this expression
of my regret -I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,
Louis Taylor, Esq. (Signed) SAM. WOODCOCK.

CORRECTIONS.
Dr. Michael Beverley desires to correct the report of a re-

mark made by him during the discussion in the Council with
regard to the action of the President of Council and the
JOURNAL during the recent election to the General Medical
Council. On page 309 Dr. Beverley, in reply to an intervention
by the President of Council, is reported to have said, " If people
are not ready to accept my word." He desires to correct this
to " If the President is not ready to acceDt my word."
In the same report, page 31o, left-hand colun, lines 29 and

30 were accidentally transposed. They should have read:
" was passed. This letter is as follows: 83A, Edmund Street,
BirmiDgham, Sep,tember27th, I897. DearSir, Ishallbegreatly"
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